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1. Call to Order 

1.1 Roll Call  

President Fernandez performs roll call.  

 President Fernandez calls the meeting to order at 2:27 pm.  

2. Approval of Agenda 

Chris Lutes suggests to remove item 4.1 Approval of Chair Hiring from agenda because Council 

Chair, Gyan Gill, is not present.  

Mover: Lutes 

Seconder: Wilson 

Vote passes unanimously.  

Amended agenda approved.  

Mover: Pittman 

Seconder: McMillan 

Vote passes unanimously. 

3. Chair’s Remarks 

President, Fernandez, makes remarks by stating “Hello everybody! This is the part where 

the Chair says hi. I will be chairing because Gyan cannot make it but typically Gyan would say 

hello, thanks for coming, and maybe give an update on something of relevance but it is just a 

formality for the Chair to do their remarks.” 

4. Substantive Business  

4.1 Craig Fernandez: Approval of Council Secretary Hiring 
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President, Craig Fernandez, presents that the UNBSU hiring committee hired Hannah 

Sharpe as the Council Secretary.  

Approval of Council Secretary hiring. 

Mover: Archibald 

Seconder: Pittman 

Vote passes unanimously. 

4.2 Grace Mangusso: Discussion on Adding a First-Year Student Councillor 

Vice President Internal, Grace Mangusso, presents that she noticed that most other 

universities in the Maritimes have a first-year councillor. She has done research about 

similar positions at various universities and has come to the conclusion that all have positive 

experience with this position. Mangusso claimed that most council positions are voted upon 

in February of the previous academic year – however, if the first-year councillor is filled by a 

first-year student it would be ideal for the student to run in the by-election in October – which 

does not allow for much time for consideration.  

McMillan: “I was on council my first year and one problem that I did not realize as being a first-year on 

council is that we had our votes taken away because we had to be nineteen to vote. Are we going 

to look into the potential of not having that? A lot of first-years might not be nineteen.” 

Fernandez: “I believe the issue there is that technically the UNBSU is an organization or a business and 

council is seen as our official Board of Directors. In the province of New Brunswick, I believe 

you have to be eighteen to vote on a Board of Directors, Emily you were nineteen?” 

McMillan: “I was nineteen. You have to be eighteen to be on council and I turned eighteen in the 

beginning of October so I was old enough by the time I was elected. Then I sat on council and I 

did vote for half of it but then they found out that you cannot vote until you are nineteen so my 

votes were taken away. If we have a first-year councilor, they would not be able to have voting 

rights unless they were of age, that is something to look into.” 

Zundel: “I think that may have something to do with the age of majority.”  
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Bennett: “What do the other universities do?” 

Mangusso: “To my knowledge, they did not cover age restrictions when I asked about limitations or it 

was never brought up as an issue. Perhaps we can reach out to other universities and their policies 

and see what they do, if we decide that we do want to put this position forward. We have to be 

inclusive and understanding that most first-years are eighteen.” 

Lutes: “If this whole matter of a first-year councillor is being referred to Policy Committee I feel like the 

voting issue should also be referred as a corollary because it probably has something to do with 

the Canada Business Corporations Act. I do not know if the Student Union is classified legally as 

a business corporation but the rules governing age majority of voting would all be found in 

there.”  

Fazio: “Whether or not this issue will be the nineteen years of age thing or a different discrepancy, I still 

think it would be worth-while to have a first-year representative regardless of whether or not they 

can vote. I think that first-years present a unique perspective that a lot of us do not have.” 

E MacKenzie: “Do the other universities have a residence representative? I know the majority of  

first-years do live in residence. That obviously does not target everyone and I am not against 

having a first-year representative, but is that why there is a need for a first-year representative?” 

Mangusso: “To my knowledge, they do have a residence representative or something of a similar nature 

and the difference between them being that as a residence councillor, you represent students 

living in residence that have separate needs and interests as opposed to first-year students who 

come with a different set of needs and interests. Although the majority of students in residence 

are in first-year, the interest of the residence representative would not be to represent first-year 

students, it would be to represent all students in residence. They have different constituencies that 

they would be reporting to.”  

E MacKenzie: “Are there any needs of first-years that they said are really important that having a first 

year representative really helped?” 

Mangusso: “I think just having a voice is a really important thing and we are prioritizing inclusivity and a 



 4 

lot of our programming and a lot of what we do is important because we can target first-year 

students and get them involved right away. I think that for a lot of us, the earlier we got involved, 

the better it was for our involvement. I think it is really important that this is something we are 

prioritizing because it is something that we say is important so we should be taking steps to give 

them a seat at the table.”  

Thibodeau: “As residence representative, I feel it would be very beneficial to have a first-year 

representative. Anyone who lives in residence is in all years but first-years have a different 

experience. They do not really understand what council is or what the Student Union does. I feel 

like having an ally of a first-year who can go out and talk to all their other friends who they can 

communicate closely with as first-years in residence or off campus. Having an insider who is 

processing it different than we would, as experienced upper students, is definitely beneficial to 

have so I am very for it and I would work closely with them.” 

Zundel: “If we do go forward with this, what supports do other universities have for a first-year 

representative? Because that is looking at probably one of the single largest groups for one person 

to represent.”  

Mangusso: “Specifics of what supports we could provide as a Student Union was not 

something discussed or that we went in depth about. However, if we were to bring them onto our 

council, I think that having individual meetings would help and provide support for all 

councillors, especially a first-year councillor who probably has a lot more questions. I think that 

at other institutions it is on a case-by-case basis because somebody could be really keen and know 

all of Robert’s Rules and have a lot of ideas. The importance is guiding and letting them know 

how to get this done. Someone might be really passionate and want to make change but not know 

how or what is needed. I think, at least for this year, if we were to put it through, it would be a 

pilot to see how it works, what they would need, and what kind of support would be best. I would 

not be naive to assume that I could make assumptions about what types of support they would 

need so I would be willing to work with them.”  
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Wilson: “I know that many societies do not allow first-years until second semester because they are in a 

big transition stage and they do not know how to time manage yet because they are just starting 

school. Or having some sort of a peer mentor is something that we could look into.”  

Thibodeau: “Like Shanece said about the peer mentor, I do not mind taking that on, as residence 

representative, and to check in on the first-year who would work with the executives as well.” 

S Mackenzie: “Making it into a pilot project for the first year and assessing it for next year, is that an 

option?”  

Mangusso: “Once we would approve their position on council, we would have to go back and take it 

away which I think would be unlikely. What I was saying for a pilot was more specifically for 

support. Having them in this role and figuring out what they needed to be comfortable and then 

reassessing for next year and what kind of support they need to be successful and comfortable in 

their role.”  

Fernandez: “Just a point of clarity on all of this for new councillors, the reason we are talking about this 

being a long process and taking three readings is that there are governing documents of the UNB 

Student Union as it exists. The structure of those are, at the top, The Incorporating Act, next are 

The By-Laws, and then underneath that are all of our policies. If we want to change any 

councillor names, add a councillor, or take a councillor away, it requires an amendment to our by-

laws. We have three by-laws, the first looks after the structure of the UNB Student Union and 

governance, number two looks after elections, and number three is our appeals process. It would 

require an amendment to by-law number one and our process for amending by-laws involves it 

being referred to Policy Committee. Policy Committee then makes the appropriate adjustments, 

and presents it to council three consecutive times for approval. We would make the amendments, 

they would go to council, we would have a discussion, we would vote in favour or vote to make 

any changes, bring it back and read it again and allow people to have a discussion on it, and then 

bring it back a third time for it to be finalized. It is a lengthy process but to retain legitimacy as an 
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organization, this is what is required. The issue there is that if we want them elected this fall in 

our by-election, we would have to get going on it right away.”  

Jefferies: “I would like to include about the transition part, that the by-election would be 

happening in October, so they would already be a month and a half into university. I know that is 

still not a significant amount of time but they would be familiar with their class schedule and with 

how much time commitment they would need for their classes. They will not actually sit on 

committee until October.”  

Fernandez: “I will make a recommendation that somebody refer this to Policy Committee.” 

  Motion to refer this to Policy Committee.  

Mover: Lutes 

Seconder: Zundel 

Vote passes unanimously. 

5. Reports to Council  

5.1 Vice President – Communications     

- All summer, has been working on the Campus Resource Directory which is 

complete with a marketing plan which will begin on Monday. 

- Working on the #dontcutourfuture campaign. 

- Working closely with a graphic designer and videographer for the video of the 

Kick-Off Concert which will be out soon. 

- Will be adding Councillor and Senator photos to the website.  

5.2 Vice President – Student Life      

- Working on a partnership with fresh food bag orders at Head Hall and the Welcome 

Center as well as a SafeRide partnership for grocery runs to Victory Meat Market. 

- Looking to hire 45 new SafeRide drivers. 

- Looking to find a student through worksite position which is on the Student Wellness 

Committee position, hiring through the Student Wellness Committee.  
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- For homecoming, looking to incorporate UNB Alumni and Reds with help from VP 

Advocacy, Mick Jefferies.  

- Working with all the coordinators that have recently been hired. 

- Upcoming, wants to look into grants for SafeRide vans that can be accessible as well 

as a foodbank partnership. 

- Looking into getting donation bins on campus or doing a residence cleanup which is 

something that used to happen often.  

- Sustainability week is in the first of October.  

5.3 Vice President – Finance and Operations   

- Organizing the Clubs and Societies Fair, which is taking place this Thursday.  

- Helping clubs and societies set up for this year, including organizing banking and 

funding requests, as well as helping clubs that want to be formed, which will be 

presented in the upcoming council meetings.  

- Has been doing the SERC revamp - gone through the website and sent in 

revisions. Will be doing a full review of the process of submitting events and for 

what needs to be submitted.  

- Revisions to the Student Union budget.  

5.4 Vice President – Internal  

- The Book Buy and Sell went really well with over $13,000 going back into the 

pockets of UNB students. Another one will be taking place second semester.  

- The Campus Resource Directory is being launched tomorrow. All resources on 

campus are broken down into different categories with individual descriptions so 

that it is a one stop shop for resources on campus.  

- The Academic Concern Directory started last year and will be launched within 

the next few weeks. A directory for students who have an academic concern with 

a course, professor, performance, or any academic violation.  
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- The Committee Application Page will be launched within the next few weeks. 

An application form to give students the opportunity to apply to be on any of the 

Student Union committees or university committees. Gives everyone an 

opportunity to get involved!  

- First official council meeting at the Student Union Building room 103 next 

Sunday at 7pm.  

- Over the next couple months there will be a lot of consultations for strategic 

planning. Two round table sessions: Wednesday October 2nd (9:00am-12:00pm) 

and Saturday October 5th (1:00pm-4:00pm). Sign up online and can rotate 

between sections of the strategic plan or stick to one.  

5.5 Vice President – Advocacy  

- Hosted four events during pride week, which was August 14th-18th. Each event had 

at least twenty people, which is a really great turnout! A few international students 

approached Mick and said that they were scared to be their true selves back home 

but seeing the Student Union and other student groups made them feel very 

comfortable and very excited to be at UNB this year!  

- Get Out The Vote (GOTV) campaign started on Friday and the video is released. 

GOTV coordinators, Sarah and Jenna, will be working until the federal election on 

October 21st. First event will be trivia night at the Cellar on Tuesday night.  

- September 30th is the debate, where all five candidates will be in attendance. 

Training will be happening on Wednesday and Thursday for all volunteers. Let Mick 

know if you would still like to volunteer for this campaign.  

- Disclosure cards in the bathrooms in the Student Union Building which is a 

partnership with Campus Sexual Assault Support Advocates (CSASA) and Sexual 

Violence New Brunswick (SVNB), previously known as FSAC. If anyone 

experiences sexual assault or harassment, they can bring these cards to any medical 
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professional on campus and will be booked as soon as possible with no questions 

asked.  

- Let’s Get Consensual campaign has started. This is another partnership with SVNB 

and CSASA. Please chat with Mick if you have any ideas for that campaign.  

- Working with Mental Health Commission of Canada to review a policy. 

Unfortunately, Mick is unable to attend the focus group so Craig will representing 

NBSA and New Brunswick schools. Mick is still on the advisory committee so he is 

still able to read it so let Mick know if you would like a copy.  

- The Provincial Mental Health Advocacy Committee is now a provincial wide 

program. Mick has been representing NBSA as a student stakeholder. Promised to 

all groups in New Brunswick, not just students.  

5.6 President  

- Pride was a big focus and Mick did a great job organizing events for that. The 

community was glad that the Student Union got involved and supported the student 

groups as well as the Fredericton community. Thank you to all the volunteers and to 

Mick for organizing the events! 

- Craig and Chantelle were not Black Shirts during Orientation Week, so they ran the 

day-to-day stuff during this week. Craig was able to engage with students and play 

ice-breaker games with international students, spoke at commencement, and met 

with a lot of different student groups.  

- Kick-Off Concert was a major success – shout-out to Bella and Director of Campus 

Events, Anthony Gatto! It was officially the highest selling Orientation Week 

concert of all time, selling 950 tickets and sold out five days early.  

- Craig has been sick the past couple of days so he was out of office a little bit . He 

has spoken to a doctor and they think they know what is going on so bear with him 

over the next couple of weeks as they try to sort it out.  
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- The committee lead for the #dontcutourfuture campaign. Working with a graphic 

designer in Toronto on the social media campaign. On Thursday September 26th at 

4:00pm, we want as many UNB and STU students as possible to meet on the UNB 

Quad and then march down to the Legislature where Craig, other board members, 

and KJ will be speaking and reading student testimonies about the effects on changes 

of student financial aid and urging the government to make post-secondary 

education a priority.  

- Had a board call with the NBSA to discuss how they can work together and the 

initiatives on campus.  

- Book Buy and Sell was this week – great job Grace and Academic Programming 

Coordinator, Emma!  

- Took time to organize Council Transition, which was led by Grace.  

- Setting up a meeting with Townhouse President, Jenna, to map out the rest of the 

year and allocating funds for projects. Similar planning process with the 

Multicultural Initiatives Coordinator.  

- Spoke with the media about the federal election.  

6. Announcements  

Zundel: “The 203 center, which is the queer resource center on campus, is looking for volunteers. Your 

role there would be chilling in the space for a little bit of time so that we can keep it open as much 

as possible. We are looking for volunteers, particularly for Tuesday and Thursday afternoons and 

Friday mid-day.”   

Pittman: “My council project this year is the Women in Business Conference. Delegate applications 

opened today so if you know anyone that would like to attend, please share that information. You 

do not have to be a woman and you do not have to be in business to attend.”  

Arseneau: “Updates on the Alcohol Policy: I am on the Alcohol Policy Committee and we had a meeting 
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towards the end of May. At that point, they were looking at reviewing the survey answers so they 

hired a third party because there was about eight thousand responses. The third party reviewers 

were supposed to be done by the end of July but we have not heard anything since. During that 

meeting in May, Mark Walma was discussing potentially taking out the survey but we got that 

stopped. His main reason was because when they sent out the survey, the Student Union sent out 

the survey at the same time but we did not link the original alcohol policy so he tried to get all of 

them removed from consideration because he said they were uninformed. That did not stand and 

they are in consideration now. They are moving away from volume limitations now and moving 

towards pricing so they are looking into raising the prices at S-Club and the Cellar.” 

Lutes: “ Given the change in circumstances here, is there any benefit to inviting Mark Walma to talk 

about this? That seems to be a pretty substantial change in circumstances and I have some pretty 

serious inequality concerns about something like that.” 

Brimicombe: “With the fact that the Cellar and S-Club are both not-for-profit, where would this extra 

money go? Would the increase in price just go to the university?” 

Zundel: “Maybe instead of discussing this right now, we could have a session for it.” 

Fernandez: “Yes, I know that people are probably upset but I think inviting the committee to a council 

meeting to discuss the issue in a productive manner is better than people just airing their complaints 

right here.”  

7. Question Period  

8. Other Business 

9. Adjournment  

Mover: Jefferies 

Seconder: Wilson  

Meeting adjourned at 3:09pm  


