
UNBSU: Meeting of Council 
September 14th, 2014 
 
Absent: Tyler Coffin, Lyle Skinner, Edward Choi, Adam McAvoy 
 
 

1. Call to Order 
Meeting Called to Order at 7:00pm by President Bailey 

 
 

2. Approval of Agenda 
Approval of the Agenda: President Bailey 
Second: VP Thomas 
 
Amendment of the Agenda to add “Approval of the Recording Secretary” 
Approval: VP Thomas 
Seconded by: Murray 

Motion passes unanimously. 
 
 

3. Approval of the Chair of Council 

WHEREAS the selections committee was tasked with soliciting, receiving and reviewing resumes for 
the position of council chair; and 
WHEREAS the committee has interviewed many candidates and has come to a unanimous decision; 
BE IT RESOLVED that Jordan Thompson be appointed Council Chair for the 2014-2015 Academic 
Year.  

 
Approval: VP Thomas 
Seconded by: Councillor Murray 

Motion passes unanimously. 
 
 

4. Approval of the Recording Secretary – September 14th Meeting 
 

BIRT Melissa O'Rourke be appointed Recording Secretary for the September 14th, 
2014 meeting of Council. 

 
Approval: VP Thomas 
Seconded by: Councillor Murray 

Concerns were raised by VP Saulnier over the status of the temporary 
recording secretary not being a student. President Bailey said this was not in 
conflict to the by-laws, as the aforementioned individual was a temporary 
“fill-in” for the evening and they would continue to recruit a permanent 
student union secretary in the coming weeks.  
 



He additionally added that the preferred candidate had declined the position 
in the hours advance of the meeting.  The selection committee is not 
currently planning to re-post the position and will be picking from the 
existing pool of applicants. 
 
Motion passes unanimously. 

 
 

5. Chairs Remarks  
Chair Thompson started the meeting by welcoming back all old councillors 
and welcoming new faces around the table. He noted his long-time standing 
association with the union (as a former President and Vice-President 
Finance) and is happy to be back for what will likely be his final year as 
Chairperson.  

 
6.1 Vice-President Student Services 

VP Teague spoke in length about her efforts for Orientation Week, noting 
that the Orientation concert went over well but that she was disappointed in 
the low attendance. She noted the upcoming Down with Webster concert, 
sharing that student would only need to pay $20 dollars for tickets. In 
addition, the SU would be receiving 20 free tickets (for those interested, feel 
free to email her!). Rich Aucoin will be playing the SUB cafeteria on 
September 25th; tickets will be fifteen dollars for students.  
 
VP Teague noted issues with the SafeRide van, stating there was an accident 
while the vehicle was parked. A bumper will need to be replaced. They will 
additionally be hiring two more drivers.  
 
Another area she has been focusing on has been the Food Bag program. 
Training for this has been completed.  
 
Opt-Outs for the student union health plan will be on the 19th. 
 
The Union will also be hosting an early screening for the Hunger Games on 
November 21st.  

 
 

6.2 Vice President – Finance & Operations 
VP MacMackin noted that there has not been anything irregular in his 
portfolio for the past week. He explained he has been incredibly busy with 
Orientation and is working diligently on wrapping up the “loose-ends” 
financially for Orientation-related matters.  
 
He explained that Clubs and Societies has picked up in recent weeks, noting 
the ratifications coming up later on the agenda.  
 
Issues were cited were the Environmental Fund. An application process is 
needed and it is taking “longer than expected”. Input was solicited from 
councillors.  



 
 

6.3 Vice President – Internal 
VP Thomas has been working on the “My Definition” poster campaign, a 
campaign focusing on the stigma that surrounds mental illness. This ties into 
her role planning a Mental Health week, to take place October 5th to 11th. 
This coming Sunday, there will be a re-launch of the poster campaign in the 
poster frames on Campus. 
 
She noted that during Mental Health week there would be a “post-secret” 
style campaign, a panel talk, a coffee house, a stress circus, a film-screening 
and a TED-talk style speaker.  
 
For those interested in joining the SU mental health committee, feel free to 
contact VP Thomas.  
 
The “Book Buy and Sell” is currently taking place. It is going extremely well. 
Projections show that the UNBSU has put approximately 36,000 dollars back 
into the pockets of students thus far.  
 
Senate orientation has also taken place, as a member of Senate, VP Thomas 
is extremely excited for the upcoming year.  
 
VP Thomas also spoke on the Student Success Fair, she said it went “great”. 
 
 

6.4  Vice President – External  
VP Saulnier explained that her past few weeks, much like the entirety of her 
summer, has been occupied by the Provincial election. Voting on campus will 
start tomorrow morning (September 15th) in the SUB. 
 
She noted that on Thursday there was an all-candidates debate that went 
over well, despite two candidates non-attendance. During peak time, it was 
estimated that 60 students were present. She noted that this is an event that 
should definitely continue during election periods in the future. Questions 
were made for the event in partnership with the STUSU and included such 
topics as Student Mental Health and Youth Unemployment.  
 
Another major undertaking at the moment is preparation for council 
transition. As a three-year councillor, she has been the primary executive 
member planning the event to take place on the 20th of September.  
 
In conclusion, she reminded council that voting for the provincial election 
would take place in the SUB atrium Monday to Friday of this week. She 
encouraged councillors to vote and also to “get-out-the-vote” whenever 
possible.  
 

6.5  President  



President Bailey explained he has additionally been deeply involved with 
planning for the provincial election. He noted the debate on PSE organized 
by the NBSA (the provincial student association he chairs) on Monday, 
September 8th. This debate included candidates from all parties who were 
considered experts in post-secondary education. Approximately 60 people 
attended in-person and a minimum of 110 tuned into the live-webcast 
(including our friends from Mt. A and UNBSJ). 
 
In addition he helped organize the candidate Q&A held this past Thursday. 
 
In regards to the actual on-campus voting, he has been working closely with 
Elections-NB to organize polling booths and provide student workers.  
 
In other news, the Student Union now has a working list-serv (for emails to 
reach out to students). 
 

7.  Announcements  
VP Saulnier reminded councillors of the need to “get-out-the-vote” and 
encouraged councillors to sign up for polling stations. She also noted that 
volunteers were needed for the Rich Aucoin concert.  
 
VP MacMackin announced that the union purchased a sound system during 
the summer. Councillors were reminded to let their constituents know that 
this sound system is available to members of the union (ex: for clubs and 
societies looking to do coffee houses). A long-term management plan for the 
system is forthcoming.  
 
VP Thomas noted that transition would be held on the 20th of September.  
 
VP Saulnier noted transition would be held between 8:30 and 5:00. If any 
councillor is unable to attend it is required that they contact the VP Internal 
or External.  

 
President Bailey explained that a panel of first-time voters would be 
featured on CBC at 11:30 tomorrow morning. If you’re a first-time voter who 
would like to be featured, email him.  

 
Senator Vangel noted that the Geology Department was looking for 
volunteers for an event to be held the end of October.  
 

7.  Question Period 
Councillor Daley inquired about GOTV materials. VP Saulnier said the UNBSU 
does not have information, but it is available on the Elections NB website. 
President Bailey added that the NBSA is releasing a student-voting 
information website to be running this week.  
 
Councillor Rechnitzer and Senator Vangel both inquired about certain voting 
processes. Both questions were answered by VP Saulnier.  



 
Councillor Murray inquired about the location of the Transition. VP Saulnier 
replied in would be held in room 103 of the SUB. 
 
Councillor Reid inquired about the Down With Webster concert.  VP Teague 
explained that the UNBSU was approached by the event coordinator to 
partner in the event. She said the union paid to make tickets cheaper for 
students.  
 
Councillor Reid inquired about the developer for the student union 
application. VP Teague said it was developed by the UNBSU healthcare 
provider. VP Thomas explained that the union healthcare provider is looking 
to expand into additional services for students and encouraged all 
councillors to download the app. She noted that they are slowly uploading 
information to the app and are looking forward to running by-election voting 
via the app.  

 
Councillor Rechnitzer inquired about the lack of updates on the UNBSU 
website. President Bailey noted the website is in the process of being 
updated and will hopefully match app updates. VP Thomas noted that the 
new Marketing Manager had recently been hired and the website should be 
updated by this individual soon. 

 

8.  Approval of the CRO & DCRO 
 

WHEREAS the selections committee was tasked with soliciting, receiving and reviewing 
resumes for the positions of Chief Returning Officer and Deputy Chief Returning Officer; and 
WHEREAS the committee has interviewed many candidates and has come to a unanimous 
decision;  
BE IT RESOLVED that Brittany Hannah be appointed Chief Returning Officer for the 2014-
2015 Academic Year; and 
BE IT RESOLVED that Bobby Cole be appointed Deputy Chief Returning Officer for the 2014-
2015 Academic Year. 

 
Approval: President Bailey 
Seconded by: Councillor Rechnitzer 

 
A friendly amendment was made by President Bailey to include the DCRO 
candidate in the motion. 
 
He noted the candidate accepted the offer after the agenda was sent out. 
 
Councillor Gagnon requested the President define the roles of CRO and 
DCRO. 
 
President Bailey defined the roles of CRO and DCRO. 

Motion passes unanimously. 
 



 
9.  By-Election Motion 

WHEREAS: 
There are currently vacancies for the positions of: 

 Engineering Councillor 
 Forestry & Environmental Management Councillor 
 International Student Representative 
 LGBTQ Representative 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 
The UNBSU Conduct a By-Election in accordance with By-Law 2. 
The timeline for the election be as follows: 
September 15th at 8:30am – Nominations open 
September 26th at 3:00pm – Nominations close 
September 26th at 4:00pm – Mandatory Candidates meeting (after which campaigning 
begins) 
 
September 26th – October 10th – Campaign Period 
October 13th at 12:01am – Voting opens 
October 17th at 11:59pm – Voting closes 

 
Approval: President Bailey 
Seconded by: Councillor Murray 

Motion passes unanimously. 
 
 

10.  Clubs & Societies Ratification 
Motion to Ratify International Student Association C&S 
Approval: VP MacMackin 
Seconded by: President Bailey 

Motion passes unanimously. 
  

Motion to Ratify Hot Topics in Healthcare 
Approval: VP MacMackin 
Seconded by: President Bailey 
 
Senator Vangel raised concerns about ties to politics. The Chair 
explained the process of recognizing a club and ratifying a club. VP 
Thomas explained that she did not feel it had the same political 
approach as clubs who were recognized. Councillor Rechnitzer 
stated the club sounded more informative in terms of view points 
and informational rather than forceful in those views. Bailey stated 
that if concerns were brought up at a later date, Council would have 
the power to rescind the previous motion.  

Motion passes unanimously. 
 

11.  Adjournment 
Motion to Adjourn 



Approval: Councillor Murray 
Seconded by: Councillor Morrissey  

Meeting Adjourned. 


