
UNIVERSITY OF NEW BRUNSWICK STUDENT UNION: MEETING OF COUNCIL 

OCTOBER 19
TH

, 2014 

 

Absent: Emily Ripley, Ajayi Oeluestonke, Adam McAvoy, Tyler Coffin, Mark Vangel, Greg 

Bailey, Lyle Skinner, Arielle Rechnitzer, Wade Williams, Emily Jackson 

Sent Regrets: Greg Bailey 

1. Call to Order 

 

Meeting Called to Order at 7:00pm by Chair Thompson 

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

 

Approval of Agenda: Councillor Murray 

Seconded by: Councillor Coombs 

 

Amendments to the Agenda: Councillor Rouse 

Add a new 6.15: Report of the Off Campus Representative 

 

Amendments to the Agenda: Councillor Layden 

Add a new 6.16: Report of the Student at Large Representative 

Add a new 6.17: Report of the Student at Larger Representative 

 

Amendments to the Agenda: Counillor Gagnon 

Reversal of presentation order for 6.8 and 6.9 

 

Motion passes unanimously. 

 

3. Chair’s Remarks 

 

Chair drew attention to section 10 of the procedures policy which will be enforced 

tonight, reports are to be kept to two minutes in length. Also, reminder to councillors not 

to speak out of order. 

 

4. Approval of Minutes – October 5
th

, 2014 

 

Approval of Minutes: VP Saulnier 

Seconded by: VP Thomas  

 

Motion passes unanimously. 

 

5. Reports of Council 
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5.1 Women’s Representative 

Councillor Dobson spoke about the Women’s Center and that she will notify council of 

upcoming events for the Woman’s Center. She spoke about the impressive turnout of 

UNB students at the Take Back the Night march outside of Fredericton City Hall on 

September 19
th

. Mentioned, interview with the Brunswickan about National Day of 

Action for Reproductive Justice. Councillor Dobson explained that for her office hours 

she has been approaching students in her classes; however, she wishes to have her office 

hours in the Women’s Center as she feels this would be most effective. Briefly mentioned 

that the comments about the Book-Buy-and-Sell were positive, as were the comments of 

how fast the Student Union responded to the hacking of the website. Also, briefly 

mentioned the by-elections. Finally, discussed meeting with Lee about the Woman’s 

Committee, which will meet in November.  

 

5.2 Computer Science Representative 

Councillor Reid met with the Dean of Computer Science to discuss expectations and 

plans for this academic year. Also, he has received permission to visit all the first year 

Java classes to introduce himself to his constituents and explain what he does on the 

Student Union. Is a member of the Computer Science Association and has been attending 

meetings and events. Finally, has been working with constituents for a councillor project 

idea. 

 

5.3  Engineering Representative 

Councillor Calvin discussed about the Dean Search Committee and choosing a new Dean 

of Engineering. She would like input from the Student Union Councillors about what 

qualities a Dean should possess, councillors are encouraged to provide feedback.  

 

5.4  Kinesiology Representative  

Councillor Whalen has been holding office hours in the Student Union Building and has 

been interacting with her constituents by introducing herself as the Kinesiology 

Representative. She attended Kinesiology Camp, in September, and took that opportunity 

to introduce herself to the first year students. She mentioned that this week she spoke in 

first year classes, as well as a second year class, about the by-elections and re-introduced 

herself. Briefly stated that a lot of her constituents were unaware of the by-election. 

Councillor Whalen explained that she had been one of the planners for the Mental Health 

Awareness Week’s Coffee House and said it was a success. Finally, she is currently 

discussing her councillor project with the other Kinesiology Representative of potentially 

improving the Kinesiology lounge to encourage students to go.  

 

5.5  Science Representative 
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Councillor LeBlanc spoke about his office hours by sitting at the concourse and 

approaching constituents. Mentioned that for the councillor project spoke with the Chair 

of Accessibility about making the concourse wheelchair accessible. Acknowledges that 

this is a huge job and would like to make at least the bathrooms wheelchair accessible. 

Finally, spoke about the Science Faculty Dodgeball Tournament.  

 

5.6 Science College Representative  

Councillor McAdam spoke about solidifying office hours. Mentioned briefly upcoming 

events. Additionally, stated during Orientation Week Councillor McAdam and Councillor 

LeBlanc spoke to the first year students and made their services known. Finally, both 

Councillor McAdam and Councillor LeBlanc will be attending Faculty Council on 

October 24
th

. 

 

5.7 Nursing Representative 

Councillor Kavanagh spoke about office hours in the Nursing lounge and the SRLC 

(Student Resource Learning Center) in MacLaggan Hall. Mentioned that not many 

nursing students are involved so she has not been approached with complaints. She has 

contacted the Nursing Society to re-apply for ratification status. Mental Health 

Awareness Week went over well with the Nursing professors, they were really promoting 

it to students so a lot of nursing students went out to the events. Breifly spoke about being 

asked to be on the Committee for the Associate Dean of Nursing, she has yet to hear 

much information about that committee. As for the councillor project, Councillor 

Kavanagh is considering a stress-reduction theme. Also has a plan to have students make 

cards for Veteran’s for Remembrance Day. 

 

5.8 Arts Representative 

Councillor Collins spoke about the office hours in the HIL, considering moving the 

location of his office hours to Tilley Hall. Has been actively contacting constituents 

through the Arts Facebook group. All the Arts Councillors spoke in front of Arts 1000, 

which has all first year Arts students. Additionally, spoke about the Arts Society as a 

councillor project. Finally, attended Faculty Council and discussed the “Why UNB?” 

campaign. A lot of the Arts Faculty members were not impressed with the campaign due 

to the fact that it did not focus on acquiring knowledge.  

 

5.9 Arts Representative 

Councillor Gagnon spoke of his office hours at the HIL and in Tilley Hall and is still 

considering alternate ideas (such as a Tuesday’s With Tony approach). As a councillor 

project the Arts Representatives will be hosting a Trivia Night on October 28
th

, in Tilley. 

Additionally, spoke about the Arts Society. Finally, spoke about a Student-Run Co-Op 

Bookstore because the lease for the bookstore is rapidly approaching.   



UNIVERSITY OF NEW BRUNSWICK STUDENT UNION: MEETING OF COUNCIL 

OCTOBER 19
TH

, 2014 

5.10 Vice President – Student Services  

Vice President Teague spoke about the Drink Smart logo and the Health 101 page 

available to reach students in a different way. Alumni Council meetings, spoke about the 

marketing campaign “UNBelievable”, which is entrepreneurially focused. Student 

Services Committee is discussing an entrepreneurial TEDX idea. Finally, spoke briefly 

about the website incident, she was involved in the communication between the Student 

Union and the police/ RCMP.  

 

5.11 Vice President – Finance & Operations 

Vice President MacMackin spoke about fraternities and sororities and a presentation at 

council this month that will be about ratifying these types of groups. Regarding clubs and 

societies, the Global Brigades group suggested that perhaps all the Global Brigade groups 

meet together with one ruling body (which would be ratified) and all the small groups 

will be a piece of that club. Additionally, spoke about the sales of the Cellar Pub. Finally, 

mentioned that he spoke with Becky Sullivan about renting the frames in the SUB for 

advertising and was told no.  

 

5.12 Vice President – Internal 

Vice President Thomas about Mental Health Awareness Week and the successes of that 

events. Partnering with the Mental Health Association of New Brunswick for the 

myDefinition poster campaign. Met with the Wellness Committee, Emotional Wellness 

Month in November. Finally, spoke about meeting with councillors. Promoting Student 

Union events: Pizza & Plagiarism, Brew & A, etc.  

 

5.13 Vice President – External 

Vice President Saulnier spoke about Mental Health Awareness Week. Also, spoke about 

her public relations responsibilities which were used heavily with the website hacking. 

Additionally, she spoke with the media and organized the interviews President Bailey had 

with the media. Mentioned spousal and parental contribution discussions at the CASA 

meeting. Briefly spoke about NBSA Open Spaces session for UNB students. Finally, 

talked to the new VP External from UNBSJ and has been collaborating with them. 

 

5.14 President (read by Nicole) 

Vice President Saulnier talked briefly about the website hacking and that there is no 

cause for concern. Mentioned the new Minister of Post-Secondary Education, Training 

and Labour (PETL), Francine Landry. Additionally, spoke about the transferring of 

documents to the new NBSA office. Assured that flight were booked for Advocacy 

Week. Finally, mentioned the UNB Act and that is currently under review by the 

administration. 
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5.15 Off Campus Representative  

Councillor Rouse spoke about her councillor project, which would involve giving 

pamphlets to first year students in their acceptance package. The pamphlet would include 

information about places and spots that are popular and fun for students around 

Fredericton. Currently, she is reviewing if this is possible. For office hours, Councillor 

Rouse has been at the Student Union Building (because this is where most off-campus 

students go for lunch). Has been communicating with constituents through the 

Townhouse Facebook page. A common complaint from the off campus students is not 

knowing about events. Finally, she has been communicating with a lot of Townhouse 

students, advising the first years to be involved and raising awareness that Townhouse is 

not an elite group; it’s for everyone off campus.  

 

5.16 Students at Large Representative  

Councillor Boudreau spoke about holding office hours at the library and has been having 

difficulties with office hours because he represents everybody. The Students at Large 

Representatives are looking for better ways to involve their constituents and will be 

meeting to discuss their ideas. Finally, spoke briefly about councillor project.  

 

5.17 Students at Large Representative  

Councillor Layden has been holding office hours at the library, also.  

 

6. Announcements 

 

VP Saulnier spoke about the quote of t-shirts from Coastal Graphics. 

 

VP Saulnier also spoke about on October 23
rd

, there will be the viewing of the 

documentary 25%. 

 

VP Teague mentioned that the SUB has been booked for the Holiday Bizarre on 

November 25, 2014. 

 

VP Thomas reminded council that Council Transition is on October 11, 2014. Spoke 

about the importance of attending Transition. 

 

VP Thomas also spoke that on November 2
nd

, the Student Union will meet at 5pm instead 

of 7pm.  

 

VP Thomas mentioned student vacancies on a number of committees. 
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Councillor Rendell mentioned that there will be a Shinerama Trivia night at the Cellar on 

October 30
th

. Also mentioned the Hunger Games will be taking place the first week of 

November.  

 

7. Question Period 

 

VP Thomas asked when the Shinerama Trivia starts. Councillor Rendell replied at 7pm. 

 

Senator Choi inquired if the Executive have considered changing providers. Vice 

President Saulnier said that this will be addressed in the Discussion Point.  

 

Councillor Murray offered his help to Councillor LeBlanc for the councillor project. 

 

Councillor Rendell asked if Sodexo and the Student Union have talked about the trays in 

meal hall. VP MacMackin replied that there is no contact between the Student Union and 

Sodexo regarding the trays. Councillor Reid said that the conveyer belt in mealhall was 

supposed to be adapted to accept only plates and this change has no occurred yet.  

 

8. Discussion Point on Website Hacking- Vice President Saulnier 

 

VP Saulnier spoke about the website hacking: dealing with the media for interviews, etc. 

She explained that our website was on an older, less secure server and the hackers hacked 

that server. Briefly mentioned that we are now on a new server and we were not 

specifically hacked. Explained that all passwords have been changed and that there is no 

change in costs.   

 

Councillor Boudreau inquired if there was student information that the hackers would 

have had access to. VP Saulnier explained that student information isn’t handled online, 

with the exception of the Opt-Outs.  

 

Councillor Gagnon inquired if in the future we will gain access to “pulling the plug” on 

the website. VP Saulnier explained that the Executive does have the power to “pull the 

plug”. VP Thomas explained that the hack disabled the Executive’s power of “pulling the 

plug”. 

 

Councillor Daley inquired who our service provider is. VP MacMackin answered, 

Interactive Computer Solutions. 

 

Councillor Calvin inquired about whether it has been considered to change providers. VP 

Saulnier explained that it is not something, currently, being considered. VP MacMackin 
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spoke about their excellent customer service and said that if a hacking happens again, 

they will definitely look at other options. 

 

Councillor Rendell asked why there wasn’t an email sent out to the students. VP Saulnier 

agreed that it was something that should have happened.  

 

9. Discussion Point on UNB Act- Vice President Thomas 

 

VP Thomas talked about the UNB Act, UNB has a Senate and a Board of Governors and 

they are directed by a law in New Brunswick. Which means, changes require changing a 

law and take a very long time. Currently, the Board of Governors wishes to decrease the 

number of members from 40 to 16. Additionally, they want to make the provincial law a 

by-law to increase the ease of changing. President Bailey is involved has provided some 

concerns such as: 

i) The powers given to Senate and Board of Governors are currently listed in the Act, and 

are granted by the government. If they were in the by-laws, they could be changed by the Board 

of Governors: if either body tried to expand their powers, it would cause some legal issues.  

ii) If the Board of Governors wants the ability to be able to change most of the university 

by-laws, including the Senate, Board of Deans, and Faculty Councils, it needs to have some 

increased form of oversight. One of the things that was advocated for during the election was a 

legislative committee that universities would have to report to in order to provide board 

oversight. This does not exist, currently, and is important should changes be made. 

 

Councillor Murray inquired if there is any way that legislation can have the right to tell 

the Board of Governors that they cannot have more powers, while the Board of 

Governors can still give themselves power if need be. VP Thomas explained that this 

would be what would happen if President Bailey’s recommendations were taken. 

 

Councillor Collins mentioned that the committee working on drafting amendments to this 

Act is working under Administrated Nondisclosure, which means that the two people 

working on the amendments cannot discuss the changes they are seeking to make. 

Additionally, there are provisions in the Act about changing UNB status from the 

provincial university.  

 

Councillor Gagnon explained that reducing the size of the Board of Governors is a good 

idea to improve productivity; however, if the Board is given free-reign to add people 

there will be an influx in politicians sitting on the Board. 
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Councillor Murray inquired that instead of having the legislative committee do an 

oversight, why can’t the power controlling be given to legislation? Also, what would the 

shrinking of the Board do for student representation? 

 

Councillor Rendell asked how many students will be lost on the Board.  

 

VP Thomas explained that no students will be lost, which is a good thing for the students. 

Regarding the Board of Governors they are the highest power of UNB. Regarding 

shrinking and making the Board more exclusive, she cannot speak to that. Additionally, 

she had not heard about the Administrative Nondisclosure.  

 

Councillor Murray clarified that his question was to give his power to expand and 

contract to the Board and then leave the rest of the powers to legislation opposed to 

having a separate committee.  

 

VP Teague announced that the Student Union can submit an email with comments about 

the changing of the act. 

 

Councillor Daley inquired what is necessary to see President Bailey’s recommendations 

happen. VP Saulnier suggested that it is necessary to draft a letter (from Council) to the 

university about what the university should do. Also, recommends sending in thoughts to 

UNB via email.  

 

Motion (VP Thomas): 

 

WHEREAS the UNB Student Union Council represents student’s interest; and 

WHEREAS the interests of the students will be impacted by the changes to the UNB Act;  

BE IT RESOLVED that Council put forth a letter stating recommendations for UNB Act 

revisions (drafted by the Executive Committee to be brought to the next Council 

Meeting). 

 

Moved by: VP Thomas 

Seconded by: VP Saulnier 

 

Councillor Daley inquired if the letter could be drafter before the next Council meeting to 

allow time for review. VP Saulnier agreed that it will be circulated at the same time as 

council documents.  

 

Motion passes unanimously. 
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Councillor Calvin inquired what the timeline for the Act is. Councillor Collins stated that 

it’s very “up-in-the-air” and that there is no clear timeframe, yet.  

 

VP Saulnier said that President Bailey will look into it. 

 

10. Discussion Point on NBSA Consultation- Vice President Saulnier 

 

The NBSA is looking to do presentations on campus, regarding specific issues. They’re 

looking at moving away from tuition and financial aid, because it is already being 

advocated for. She is looking for issues from the Council. UNB SJ and Mount Allison are 

doing Mental Health and VP Saulnier is looking to do something different.  

 

Councillor Murray would like to bring up accessibility in general.  

 

Councillor Gagnon would like to focus on the purpose of schools: to retrieve information 

and seeking knowledge, opposed to getting careers and making money.  

 

VP Saulnier is considering Accessibility and without further information from Council 

she will use the Accessibility idea.  

 

11. Discussion Point on Marketing- Councillor Rendell 

Councillor Rendell would like to address the lack of posters and its impact on student 

engagement.  

Councillor Murray suggested that marketing is essential in engagement.  

 

Councillor Reid said that he interpreted the article as saying, “there are no posters”, 

which is false. The number of poster has simply gone down.  

 

Councillor Morrissey explained that posters are good for people who do not have social 

media and helps reinforce the ideas.  

 

VP Thomas explained that the Executive made a communication strategy by reducing the 

number of posters. This decision was not to reduce cost or effort, it was mainly thought to 

promote activity in Council. Additionally, she mentioned that if Council wants to 

improve this situation then the Executive will take this information into consideration. 

Finally, the Executives took a chance on changing the communication strategy and are 

taking feedback to improve communication efforts. 
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VP Saulnier explained that the Marketing Manager has been doing a lot of posters, ticket 

giveaways, making posters, etc. Making posters also wastes money, when the street team 

does not put posters in the areas that Student Union would like them to be. Also, the 

Executive decided to increase the amount of posters before the article in the 

Brunswickan. Finally, the editorial in the Brunswickan did not completing represent what 

Council is doing. 

 

Senator Choi stated that he has been present on many campuses and has seen the least 

amount of advertising at UNB. Spoke of the importance of posters for advertising event 

to students.  

 

Councillor Toombs would like to know if there is any research about the impact posters 

have on marketing. Personally, doesn’t feel that posters are a good use of money or work. 

 

Councillor Dobson thinks a minor increase in posters will be effective, not a major 

increase. Spoke of the better uses of Council money. Also, mentioned that better 

placement of posters would be more effective than an influx in posters in one place (it 

becomes redundant if poster are all in one location). Finally, posters are very passive. 

 

Councillor Inman thinks that posters aren’t effective and are passive; however, they are 

helpful. The myDefinition posters are bigger than normal posters, artistic, and have been 

heavily advertised for many months. She recommended using posters as flyers opposed 

to putting them on the walls, having the people handing out posters be interactive during 

encounters. Another strategy could potentially be a permanent information booth about 

Student Union and campus events that students can approach and learn get a brief 

summary or list of upcoming events. The booth should be in a high traffic area. Another 

thing could be having the Street Team walk around with banners. 

 

Councillor Boudreau believes that posters are not the only form of advertising and are not 

effective alone. Suggested that the Executives bring in the Marketing Manager to teach 

Council about effective techniques to advertise.  

 

Councillor Calvin suggested that if posters are increased, they should be in Head Hall. 

 

Councillor Layden questioned if there is poster strategy? Suggested making one. Also, 

suggested informing the Street Team to know key locations that posters would be most 

effective. 
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Councillor LeBlanc suggested using the polls on myUNB, suggested asking student 

whether or not they look at posters to give the Student Union some actual numbers to go 

by.  

 

VP MacMackin said that the locations of posters is, currently, being worked on. Also 

mentioned that an over increase in posters means sometimes there is not enough space to 

put them. As far as statistics go, it’s almost impossible to get information from them; 

however, the Union is now paying for Facebook ads and has seen an increase in likes and 

percentages. Furthermore, the campaigns and promos budget was cut in almost half 

compared to a few years ago. Regarding a communication strategy, the most important 

part of a strategy is the final part (to revise and adjust), which the Executive is currently 

doing.  

 

Councillor Rendell stated that spending the money on a huge event that no one attends 

isn’t more effective than spending a lot of money on advertising to have more people 

show up and make the event more successful. Also, she agrees with strategic poster 

placing. Additionally, she agrees that people need to see posters more than once to make 

them memorable.  

 

VP Thomas also wanted to mention that myDefinition is a Student Union campaign; it’s 

different running a poster campaign opposed to advertising events. 

 

Councillor Murray mentioned that posters are not the most important aspect of 

advertising; however, it does help and it doesn’t hurt. Additionally, he would like to see 

all council members be more actively involved in campaigns. Argued that flyers are not a 

good idea because they are easy to dispose and cause an environmental concern. 

 

Councillor McAvoy suggested using a mass-email strategy to promote events.  

 

Councillor Gagnon suggested using the flat screen TVs that are in the SUB, 

acknowledges the large upfront costs; however, it may save the cost of posters in the 

future.  

 

Senator Choi mentioned that Ludlow Hall is lacking in posters. Also, suggested that 

posters are a good way to have people look at the Student Union website. Finally, posters 

alone are not sufficient.  

 

Councillor Boudreau would like to have information on how many posters are being 

printed (bi-weekly or monthly numbers). 
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VP Saulnier responded that Ludlow Hall has strict rules about where posters can be 

placed, as do other faculty buildings. Additionally, regarding mass-emailing, they will 

become more regular. Regarding the flat screen TVs, they are owned by Focus Media and 

it is currently being looked into as a marketing technique. Finally, social media 

techniques are useful because they provide statistics that help strategize future 

campaigns.  

 

Councill McAvoy suggested that instead of one long email sent to all students, perhaps 

multiple emails (each with their own subject) would be more effective. 

 

Councillor Inman inquired about sending PDF posters as well as posting posters around 

campus. 

 

Councillor Morrissey thinks that the multiple emails is a bad idea because students will 

start to ignore the email due to the frequency. 

 

Councillor Collins suggested a monthly email stating all the upcoming Student Union 

events. 

 

Councillor Toombs wanted to point out that it may be illegal to send mass-emailing to 

students. 

 

Councillor Rendell re-enforced the ideas of posters in all buildings, not just the SUB. 

Also, considered if advertising with the Varsity Reds and reaching a different audience of 

students.  

 

Chair Thompson reminded Council that part 3-15 of the Council Procedure Policy states 

that no discussion can exceed 30 minutes, currently, the discussion last for 22 minutes.  

 

Councillor Murray mentioned that the TVs in the SUB are not allowed to be used for 

advertising.  

 

VP MacMackin said that the contract with Focus Media (the owners of the TVs) is over. 

Also, the Student Union is exempt from the illegality of mass-emailing. Finally, the clubs 

and societies agenda is a great idea; however, the practicality of getting information about 

events one month in advance is not.  

 

Councillor Boudreau suggested having this topic passed to a different committee.  
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VP Saulnier agreed that this topic should be passed to the Executive and the Marketing 

Manager because having this conversation without the Marketing Manager isn’t 

productive. Suggested that it could also be sent to the Internal Committee. Also, 

mentioned that the results will come back to Council. 

 

Councillor Calvin mentioned that mass-emailing is a horrible idea. 

 

Motion:  

Moving the discussion about poster advertising to the Internal Committee with the 

Marketing Manager to discuss the marketing strategy. 

 

Moved by: VP Saulnier  

Seconded by: Councillor Michaud 

 

Motion passes unanimously. 

12. Ratification of Clubs and Societies- Vice President – Finance & Operations  

Motion 1: 

Ratification of Green UNB, a club that will make UNB a more sustainable, 

environmentally friendly university. This will be done through student awareness on 

environmental topics.  

Moved by: VP MacMackin 

Seconded by: Councillor Dobson 

VP Thomas inquired if there is association with the Green Party of New Brunswick. VP 

MacMackin replied no.  

Motion passes unanimously. 

13. Adjournment 

 

Motion to Adjourn 

Approval of Adjournment: VP Thomas 

Seconded by: Councillor Calvin 

 

Motion passed unanimously. Meeting Adjourned. 


