
UNIVERSITY OF NEW BRUNSWICK STUDENT UNION: MEETING OF COUNCIL 

NOVEMBER 30
TH

, 2014 

 

Absent: Lee Thomas, Coline Mercier, Muhammad Khan, Emily Ripley, Alec Boudreau, Tyler 

Coffin, Edward Choi, Jill McCurdy 

Sent Regrets: Josh Toombs 

1. Call to Order 

 

Meeting Called to Order at 7:00pm by Chair Thompson 

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

 

Approval of Agenda: Vice President Saulnier 

Seconded by: President Bailey 

 

Amendments to the Agenda: President Bailey 

Remove 4: Approval of the Minutes because there were difficulties with attaching the 

minutes to the email, thus 4 becomes Reports to Council 

 

Amendments to the Agenda: President Bailey 

Change 4.3: Report of the Nursing Representative (Jackson) 

 

Amendments to the Agenda: President Bailey 

Change 4.5: Report of the Education Representative 

 

Amendments to the Agenda: President Bailey 

Change 4.6: Report of the Engineering Representative 

 

Amendments to the Agenda: President Bailey 

Change 4.7: Report of the Renaissance College Representative 

 

Amendments to the Agenda: President Bailey 

Change 4.8: Report of the Arts Representative 

 

Amendments to the Agenda: President Bailey 

Change 4.9: Report of Senator Vangel 

 

Amendments to the Agenda: President Bailey 

New 7: Ratifications of Clubs & Societies 

 

Amendments to the Agenda: President Bailey 
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New 8: Mental Health Presentation 

 

Amendments to the Agenda: President Bailey 

New 9: CASA Discussion 

 

Amendments to the Agenda: Councillor Morrissey 

Requests that all the Engineering Representatives Report in a row 

 

Amendments to the Agenda: Councillor Reid 

New 4.10: Report of the Computer Science Representative 

 

Amendments to the Agenda: Councillor Reid 

New 4.11: Report of the Aboriginal Representative 

 

Motion passes unanimously. 

 

3. Chair’s Remarks 

 

Chair explains that reports are to be kept to two minutes in length.  

 

4. Reports of Council 

4.1 Engineering Representative (Councillor Calvin) 

Councillor Calvin spoke about the Engineering Counsellor project of providing supplies 

to the Engineering Lounge. She mentioned that the Engineering Representatives put 

Christmas decoration on display. Also, she mentioned that while visiting the Engineering 

Lounge they inquired as to what their constituents required that was not in the room, they 

received positive feedback that the materialistic needs of the students were being met. 

Furthermore, next semester the counsellors will be working on student survey, “Grace 

Days”, events for women in Engineering, the sale of engineer paper at the Book Buy and 

Sell, and an Engineering snow-fort building competition. 

 

4.2 Engineering Representative (Councillor Flanagan) 

Councillor Flanagan spoke about the participation in Shadow Day, which promotes 

Engineering to high school students. The counsellors spoke to the high school students 

about what aspects of the Engineering Program should be changed to improve the 

program and experience. 

 

4.3 Engineering Representative (Councillor Morrissey) 

Councillor Morrissey spoke about attending another Engineering President’s meeting and 

there was discussion about how to improve Engineering as a whole. Councillor Morrissey 



UNIVERSITY OF NEW BRUNSWICK STUDENT UNION: MEETING OF COUNCIL 

NOVEMBER 30
TH

, 2014 

also mentioned that she spoke about the student surveys and will be talking to the Dean 

of Engineering in the future about the student survey idea. Finally, she mentioned that she 

has been more active in her office hours this year and that has allowed her to receive 

more feedback from her constituents.  

 

4.4  Nursing Representative 

Councillor Jackson spoke about improving the Clinical Skills Lab by creating community 

available clinical totes, the totes would include materials necessary for nursing clinical 

placements in community. Examples of materials that will be included in these totes 

include: blood pressure cuffs, stethoscopes, and hand washing kits. Additionally, 

Councillor Jackson spoke of planning a Nursing Gala in February. Finally, she mentioned 

that she has an upcoming meeting with the new Dean of Nursing: Dean Valentine.  

 

4.5 Student at Large Representative 

Councillor Layden spoke about the poor awareness on campus, as a solution he wishes to 

engage students in the SUB with a “Coffee with Councillors” event. Also, he wishes for 

any fellow councillors interested in engaging students at the SUB to contact him. Finally, 

his councillor project is to create an events calendar and he is pending on a meeting with 

Lee.  

 

4.6 Education Representative 

Councillor Ripely spoke about the Education Movember fundraise and the fundraiser of 

collecting Christmas gifts for three local families. The Education faculty is looking at 

booking guest speakers and education workshops that will be available to the community. 

Additionally, she spoke about her councillor project about doing an open house where 

students can sit in on class, receive feedback from past and present education students 

and talk with professors. Areas of constituent concern involves: division in Elementary, 

Secondary, and upgrading groups. Furthermore, the faculty has been reviewed and the 

program may be extended from 11 months to 2 years. Moreover, the Dean of Education 

is up for re-appointment and the education students will be contributing their input on this 

matter.  

 

4.7 Renaissance College Representative 

Councillor Daley spoke about the positive feedback he has received from students 

regarding the increase in posters, the De-Stress Fest and the calendar that was provided 

for the De-Stress Fest activities, as well as the regular emails. Councillor Daley spoke of 

the importance of getting information out to students about what Council is discussing 

and other such topics. Finally, Councillor Daley’s councillor project is Leadership Week 

with multiple events and he briefly discussed this, also he mentioned all of the events that 
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Renaissance College has put on since the beginning of the school year include: the 

Haunted House, House Crawl, and Taco Tuesdays.  

 

4.8 Arts Representative 

Councillor Sapi spoke about the Arts Representatives meeting to create a strategy to 

engage their constituents. She spoke of the idea to form an Undergraduate Society; 

however, there was low turn-out to the initial meeting. In response to the frequent low 

attendance to Arts Activities the councillors have decided to take a passive approach to 

engaging constituents by organizing small activities that students can participate in, such 

as food and coffee in the Tilley Hall lobby. Finally, the Arts Representatives are looking 

for a method to send emails to the entire Arts faculty.  

 

4.9 Senator Vangel 

Senator Vangel spoke about the three senate meetings that have occurred this year and 

about the hostility that remains due to the strike. He mentioned that in the new UNB Act 

the creation of new senates and abolishment of senates is at the whim of the Board of 

Directors. The Faculty is worried about this decision due to the fact that the Board could 

simply say they do not wish to have any senates. Furthermore, he sits on the Bookstore 

Advisory Committee and the committee is trying to improve conditions for professors 

replacing those who are away on maternity leave; the incoming professor would have 

access to all the outgoing professor’s guidelines. Additionally, Senator Vangel informed 

Council that a degree in German and a degree in Spanish will no longer be offered 

starting next year; however, students can do Cultural degrees with a focus on German or 

Spanish. Finally, Senator Vangel informed Council of the ongoing discussions involving 

built-in minors for specific degrees; some programs allow the same amount of work as a 

major and receive a free minor. Some professors feel as though it isn’t fair that some 

students have to work exceedingly hard and take extra courses to receive a minor when 

other students automatically receive one. Senator Vangel would like to receive feedback 

from Council on this topic. 

 

4.10 Computer Science Representative 

Councillor Reid spoke about the feedback he’s been receiving from his constituents 

regarding posters and e-mails, they enjoy that there are more posters. Furthermore, he 

spoke about his attempt at a councillor project: bringing the computer science students to 

a movie about computer science; however, he was unable to make this happen. As a 

result of his inability to bring the students to the movies, Councillor Reid will be 

providing food or supplies to students during exam week. 

 

4.11 Aboriginal Representative 
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Councillor Inman spoke about joining a committee that collaborates with many other 

schools and the faculty members of those institutions that overlook the aboriginal 

students. Additionally, she spoke about her councillor project which is an Aboriginal 

Culture Celebration, which will be a daylong event on January 14
th

, 2015 similar to the 

stigma slam. This event will involve students explaining how they celebrate their culture 

and will allow other students to learn about the aboriginal culture and experience 

traditional foods. Finally, Councillor Inman planned a Tobique Q&A, at the request of 

students, with the candidates running for a council position. 

 

4.12 Vice President – Student Services 

Vice President Teague spoke about Winter Carnival and is working on organizing a 

residence snow-fort building contest and booking a mechanical bull for the SUB. She 

also spoke about the advanced screening of Mocking Jay; however, not enough students 

attended to break-even. Finally, she spoke about the Holiday Bazaar and discussed the 

app that will track Safe Ride for students.  

 

4.13 Vice President – Finance & Operations 

Vice President MacMackin spoke about honoraria and reviewing clubs and societies. 

 

4.14 Vice President – Internal 

Vice President Thomas was unable to attend the meeting and in favor of time her 

Executive Report was not read. 

 

4.15 Vice President – External 

Vice President Saulnier spoke briefly about her trip to Ottawa to lobby MP’s, Senators, 

and Stake-Holders. Regarding NBSA, there was a Policy Conference where policies were 

passed on campus accessibility and other issues on campus. Finally, President Bailey and 

Vice President Saulnier met with David Coon to discuss how he could become more of a 

presence on campus and discussed that students are a large part of the Fredericton 

population. 

 

4.16 President 

President Bailey spoke about the Executive Brew & A in Head Hall and the Science 

Library. Additionally, he spoke about the re-branding of UNB and President Bailey has 

been involved in that process. Finally, at the NBSA Conference new policies were passed 

involving: Co-Operative Education, Accessibility, International Student Retention, and 

Un-Paid Internships.  

 

5. Announcements 
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Councillor Michaud informed Council that the Business 50/50 draw raised 60.00$. 

 

Councillor Murray mentioned that the 3
rd

 of December is the International Day for 

Students with Disabilities and the Premier will be going to the Crown Plaza to allow 

disabled persons the opportunity to provide political feedback. 

 

VP External informed Council that the Council Holiday Dinner is tomorrow at Isaac’s 

Way and there is gift-exchange happening. 

 

6. Question Period 

 

Councillor Gagnon inquired when Advancement Committee is meeting. President Bailey 

responded that the e-mail will be sent out within the week. 

 

Councillor Flanagan mentioned that she is not on the contact list. President Bailey said he 

will add her to the list. 

 

Councillor Daley inquired if the Safe Ride tracker app will be separate or a tab on the 

UNB app. VP Teague explained that it is a tab and that the app is readily available.  

 

Councillor Jackson inquired where proposals for councillor projects are sent. President 

Bailey responded that they are sent to VP Thomas. 

 

7. Ratification of Clubs and Societies – Vice President MacMackin 

Motion 1: 

Ratification of UNB Marksmen Club, a group of UNB and STU students that are 

interested in participating in events and information sessions that are important in 

conducting the hobby of recreational marksmanship.  

The representative of this group gave a presentation which included the following topics: 

a. Safety concerns 

b. The facility that the students will be using (Northside Pistol Range) 

c. Costs associated with participating in this group 

d. The benefits for students pursuing Geology degrees and other degrees where carrying 

a weapon may be necessary 

e. UNB & STU interactions 

 

Some key points include:  
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- The location is not wheelchair accessible 

- The money collected by this group would go towards paying for transportation, hiring 

safety personnel, and buying gun-related/firing licences  

- The money collected by this group would not go towards purchasing weapons or 

bullets 

- Skeet shooting activities are a possibility 

- No activities will be performed on campus 

- This group has no political affiliations  

Moved by: VP MacMackin 

Seconded by: Councillor Reid  

Motion passes unanimously. 

Motion 2: 

De-ratification of UNB Global Brigade group: Water & Public Health and UNB 

Leadership Team. Ratification of one UNB Global Brigade group: “UNB Global 

Brigades”.  

Councillor Murray inquired what this would change. VP MacMackin explained that they 

would lose funding; however, it’  

Moved by: VP MacMackin 

Seconded by: Councillor Morrissey  

Motion passes unanimously. 

8. Mental Health Presentation- Kathleen Pye,  

 

Kathleen Pye gave a presentation about Mental Health & Sexual Assault Issues on 

Campus which included the following topics: 

a. Making her position as a Mental Health Strategist permanent 

b. Creating a Sexual Assault Policy  

c. Engaging students in protecting each other against sexual violence 

d. Creating a Mental Health Policy 

e. Appropriate staff training 

f. Awareness 

g. Appropriate discipline measures 

 

Some key points include:  

- Every institution in the United States is mandated to have a Sexual Assault Policy 
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- Fredericton has the highest sexual assault rates in the country 

- Rape culture is everywhere (sports, the classroom, TV, music) 

- LGBTQ persons also need to be protected under this Sexual Assault Act 

- A group of UNB Athletes are open to being the first people on campus trained  

- Kathleen is available to students who have been assaulted anytime (she will go to the 

hospital with you and help you take the appropriate steps) 

- There will be an online anonymous reporting system posting through UNB 

counselling services to locate areas of concern (such as buildings, trails, etc.) 

- Currently, in order for staff to be appropriately trained to deal with these situations 

they need to purchase their own training 

- Part-time students are not eligible for student health services (such as STI testing, 

counselling, etc.) 

- Antiviral medications (medications used to treat HIV/AIDS) are not covered under 

the student health plan 

 

9. CASA Discussion- Vice President Saulnier 

Vice President Saulnier explained the purpose of Advocacy Week in Ottawa. There were 

specific priorities that President Bailey and Vice President Saulnier focused on while at 

the conference including: eliminating the in-study income assessment in the Canada 

Student Loans Program, increase grant values by 20%, open-up grant eligibility to 

graduate students, review the Mental Health Commission of Canada’s Mandate with a 

focus on student and youth, through the Mental Health Commissions of Canada pursue 

campaigns on campus focused on stigma reduction, establishing a new set of labour 

market information, funding all costs of research, and removing the 2% cap on the post-

secondary student support program and fully funding the backlog of the program. Vice 

President also met with the Associations Universities and Colleges of Canada, which 

UNB is a part of.  

President Bailey informed Council that 60% of Student Loans are funded by the Federal 

Government. Also, he informed Council that as a result of CASA last year an additional 

80 million dollars in funding was given. 

Vice President Saulnier informed Council that the reason this is a discussion point is to 

allow time for council members to propose questions without being rushed. 

Senator Vangel inquired about students who are not from New Brunswick and what was 

discussed on their part. President Bailey replied that he is unaware whether there are 

policies regarding out-of-province students; however, it will be discussed at Policy 

Committee.  
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Councillor Daley inquired how some of the requests of the Student Union can be used in 

political platforms. Vice President Saulnier explained that discussing these desires with 

multiple politicians brings up ideas that are not known. Also, the more people that you 

speak with the better the chances that they will all go back and discuss the same ideas 

with their people.  

Unknown Councillor stated that he was told by Vice President Thomas that the UNB 

Student Union has an “Anti-Tuition Policy” and inquired if there was discussion about 

moving toward a European-style of post-secondary education. Vice President Saulnier 

responded that radical requests will make the politicians stop considering the view-point 

of the students, so it wouldn’t be beneficial in the long-run to inquire about free-tuition.  

President Bailey said that the problem with free tuition is it means that there will be less 

students accepted per year. With 40% of people attending university being from higher-

income families, that means that students who have lower-income families would not be 

able to get into school. Student Loans is also a very good way to get more money out to 

more people. Additionally, in Europe, they do not have as wide access to education as in 

Canada and the United States. Finally, the focus in on increasing the access to post-

secondary. 

Councillor Murray inquired what was asked of student loans on behalf of special interest 

groups. President Bailey stated that they were advocating to remove the income 

exceptions. In New Brunswick it is being advocating that there should be a tuition freeze, 

meaning that the government increases the funding to the national average and then 

freeze tuition. 

Vice President Saulnier stated that they did discuss special interest groups such as 

aboriginal peoples, such as removing the 2% cap.  

Senator Vangel inquired what the priorities are with the new government. President 

Bailey explained more funding for grants, and a tuition freeze. The government stated 

that they were interested in investing on student mental health, as well as removing 

parental contributions to education. For the pre-budget there is a lot of focus on work-

terms. 

10. Programs and Services Review- Vice President MacMackin 

Vice President MacMackin spoke about the scrutiny surrounding the Student Union Fee. 

Also, Vice President MacMackin demonstrated an estimate of next year in comparison to 

the numbers for this year. He spoke of the importance of increasing the budget due to the 

fact that services cannot be cut back without lowering the quality. An increase of 20.00$ 

per student would increase the revenue to approximately 500,000.00$.  
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President Bailey explained that Vice President MacMackin went through the logs over 

the past years and viewed which services have lost funding, then the budgets were 

hypothetically increased to the amount that seemed reasonable and allowed services to 

function optimally. The Student Union fee has not been increased and services have only 

been cut, this presentation allows Council to see the difference minor increases in the fee 

can make. The majority of the Executive have not been trained properly, thus, 

professional development courses would increase the productivity of the Student Union.  

Some key points of this presentation include:  

- UNB Student Fee costs are below the national average and this is why the fee would 

be increased by such a great amount 

- Council could pass an increase in budget, as long as it is not providing a new service 

- Charging higher rates would increase the quality of services 

- A 3.20$ increase would be required to meet the deficit for next year 

- The average Student Union Fee in Atlantic Canada is 130.00$ student 

- Our current Student Union Fee is 95.00$ 

Councillor Reid inquired if the budget had been raised every year consistently before 

2011. Chair Thompson explained that it was raised in 2011 and before that in 2004.  

Councillor Calvin inquired whether or not increasing the fee by a steady percentage per 

year would be possible instead of increasing in a lump sum.  

Senator Skinner explained that the current fees are the same as they were ten years ago. 

Councillor Morrissey said that if a referendum was in place than we shouldn’t raise it by 

20.00$.  

Councillor Gagnon thinks that as a Council we should raise it to the national average. 

President Bailey explained that Council has the ability to raise fees as long as it meets the 

functioning needs of Council and the students are not paying for new services, thus they 

do not need to be included in the decision-making process. 

Vice President MacMackin stated that inflation would need to be reviewed by Policy 

Committee and Council. 

President Bailey said that the fees need to be sent to the Board of Governors by February. 

Also, indexing to inflation exceeds the current needs of Council. 

Senator Vangel inquired why this discussion did not occur prior to this month. President 

Bailey explained that the Executive wanted to all be present and they did not want to 

have this topic brought up as soon as the by-elected councillors were sitting on Council.  

 

Motion to Defer Topic to Internal Committee 

Approval of Adjournment: Councillor Murray 
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Seconded by: VP MacMackin 

 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

11. Adjournment 

 

Motion to Adjourn 

Approval of Adjournment: Councillor Morrissey 

Seconded by: Councillor Michaud 

 

Motion passed unanimously. Meeting Adjourned. 

 

 


