
UNIVERSITY OF NEW BRUNSWICK STUDENT UNION: MEETING OF COUNCIL 

MARCH 22, 2015 

 

Absent: Vice President MacMackin 

Sent Regrets: Charlotte Chiasson 

 

1. Call to Order 

 

Meeting Called to Order at 7:01 pm by President Bailey 

 

Motion: 

BE IT RESOLVED that Nicole Saulnier be acting Chair for the meeting of Council on 

March 22, 2015. 

 

Moved: President Bailey 

Seconded: Vice President Teague  

 

Unanimous 

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

 

Approval of Agenda: Vice President Teague 

Seconded by: Vice President Thomas 

 

Amendment to the Agenda: Vice President Thomas 

Add a new number 10: Motion to Amend By-Laws 

 

Amendment to the Agenda: Councillor Murray 

Add a new number 5.8: Accessibility Representative Report 

 

Amendment to the Agenda: Councillor Michaud 

Add a new number 5.9: Business Representative Report 

 

Amendment to the Agenda: Councillor Boudreau 

Add a new number 5.10: Student At Large Representative Report 

 

Amendment to the Agenda: Councillor Collins 

Add a new number 5.11: Arts Representative Report 
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Motion passes unanimously. 

 

3. Chair’s Remarks 

 

Chair Saulnier is replacing Jordan Thompson, the usual Chair, due to his absence at this 

meeting. 

 

4. Approval of Minutes – January 18
th

, 2015 

 

Approval of February 22
nd

 Minutes: Vice President Thomas 

Seconded by: Vice President Teague 

 

Approved unanimously. 

 

5. Reports of Council 

5.1 Engineering Representative (Councillor Calvin) 

Councillor Calvin spoke about her councillor project which was to supply snacks to the 

kickoff event for the Women’s Engineering Society. Additionally, she spoke about the 

National Popsicle-Stick Bridge Building Competition at Concordia University and the 

students that attended the event placed fifth. Furthermore she explained that a Dean for 

the faculty has been found; however, everything else is to remain private. 

 

5.2 Renaissance College Representative (Councillor Daley) 

Councillor Daley spoke about his councillor project which is the “Leadership Campaign”. 

Additionally, he spoke about the Coffee Houses that RC has put on since his last report. 

Finally, he spoke about the Dinner of Excellence.   

 

5.3  Vice President of Student Services (Teague) 

Vice President Teague spoke about FRED-Talks and the very good turnout and student 

feedback. Additionally, she spoke at SURAs (the Student Union Recognition Awards). 

Finally, she spoke about the UNB’s Funniest Home Videos event which will take place in 

the near future. 

 

5.4 Vice President of Finance & Operations (Read by President Bailey)  

Vice President MacMackin explained that the funding is dwindling with the end of the 

year, which makes it difficult to decide where funding is necessary. This has led him to 

consider possible changes for next year. Additionally, he spoke about meeting with the 

university about managing alcohol use on campus. Furthermore, he spoke about the risk 

management presentations for all of the clubs and societies on campus. Finally, the 

Finance Committee has reviewed the Preliminary Budget.   
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5.5 Vice President Internal (Thomas) 

Vice President Thomas spoke about the May launch of MyDefinition. Additionally, she 

spoke about the situation since the Mental Health Strategist has resigned; however, she 

mentioned that the position has been renewed by the university. Furthermore, she spoke 

about the Dog Room, which has become a combined effort between the university and 

the Student Union. Finally, she spoke about Destress Fest March 30-April 2
nd

 which 

includes the UNB’s Funniest Home Videos and a Mental Health Coffee House.  

 

5.6 Vice President External (Read by President Bailey) 

Vice President Saulnier spoke about the Executive Transition. Additionally, she spoke 

about the garbage disposal for the end of the year when all the students move back home. 

Furthermore, she spoke about the elections results for the 2015-2016 Student Union 

election. Finally, she spoke about the CASA annual general meeting. 

 

5.7 President Bailey 

President Bailey spoke about the UNB Act recommendations, which will be discussed 

further in Council. Additionally, he spoke about meeting with a consultant the university 

is using to find candidates for the Vice President Finance position. Furthermore, there has 

been a lot going on regarding Executive Transition. 

 

5.8 Accessibilities Representative (Councillor Murray) 

Councillor Murray spoke about the councillor project he had for this semester that he was 

unable to complete; he is in contact with the upcoming Accessibilities Representative 

about completing the councillor project.  

 

5.9 Business Representative (Councillor Michaud) 

Councillor Michaud spoke about her search for sponsors for her councillor project: The 

Business Yearbook. Additionally, the decision has been made to charge students for the 

yearbook. Furthermore, she spoke about the Business Society’s Gala.  

 

5.10 Students at Large Representative (Councillor Boudreau) 

Councillor Boudreau spoke about the Yes Atlantic Entrepreneur event that occurred in 

Fredericton. Furthermore, he spoke about his articles on Bilingualism in the Brunswickan 

and the feedback he has been receiving.  

 

5.11 Arts Representative (Councillor Collins) 

Councillor Collins spoke about the lack of student engagement and contacting his 

constituents through social media and during classes. Furthermore, he spoke about his 

councillor project of commencing an Arts Society. Additionally, he spoke about the Non-
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Partisanship Policy and the policies surrounding Greek Letter Organizations. Moreover, 

he spoke about the Non-Confidence motion that was passed at Faculty Council. Finally, 

he spoke about meeting the Premier. 

 

6. Announcements 

 

Councillor Boudreau spoke about wanting to create an Acadian-Francophone Society as 

part of a councillor project.  

 

Vice President Thomas announced that there is a Senate Meeting in Tilley 303 on 

Tuesday. 

 

Vice President Thomas also mentioned that the Peer Support Center and its launch on 

March 23
rd

. 

 

Senator Choi explained that there is another Senate Meeting just before the regular 

Senate meeting to review the dean search process. 

 

7. Question Period 

 

Councillor Morrissey inquired about when the election posters are supposed to be taken 

down for the Student Union elections.  

 

Chair Saulnier explained that they’re supposed to be taken down within 48 hours of 

elections and that she should contact the CRO. 

 

President Bailey said that he will mention it to the CRO. 

 

Councillor Reid inquired whether or not something has to be spontaneously caught on 

camera for the UNB’s Funniest Home Videos.  

 

Vice President Teague explained that it can be scripted as long as it’s funny. 

 

Councillor Calvin inquired about the Senate meeting to review the dean search process 

and whether or not there is anyone attending that meeting who has sat upon a Dean 

Search Committee.  

 

Senator Choi explained that it’s a meeting for the Senate; therefore, there is a member of 

the dean search process attending because they are elected by the Senate.  
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Vice President Thomas explained that it’s a general Senate meeting with professors and 

students and such. 

 

Councillor Murray inquired about the Peer Support Group. 

 

Vice President Thomas explained that it’s only being held in the Think Tank because it 

was the only location available.  

 

Councillor Daley inquired whether the Peer Support Group is through the University or 

through the Student Union.  

 

Vice President Thomas explained that the university provides structural support. 

 

8. Preliminary Budget- President Bailey 

BE IT RESOLVED that the UNBSU approve the 2015-2016 Preliminary Budget. 

Motion to approve the Preliminary Budget: 

Moved by: President Bailey 

Seconded by: Councillor Murray 

Motion passes unanimously. 

 

9. UNB Act Recommendations- Vice President Thomas 

Vice President Thomas explained that the UNB Act is to change the governing document 

for the University. There has been revisions and recommendations by committees of the 

Union and the following are examples of how the UNB Act is recommended to change: 

 Motion: 

WHEREAS the Student Union is elected the represent student interest 

 BE IT RESOLVED that the following Recommendations be considered in interest of the  

Students by the UNBSU for the UNB Act: 

1. Currently the Board of Governors wishes to be in control of who sits on the Board; 

the Student Union wants to maintain the number of student representatives should the 

control be given to the Board 

2. The student representation remains the same: two UNB Fredericton students and one 

UNB Saint John student 

3. Representation be entrenched in the Senate similar to that of the president 
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4. The student representation may increase 

5. The current Act says that the President has riding power (such as the abilities to expel 

students from the Senate), the new Act gives the President to regulate student activity 

on campus and the revision is to narrow this concept 

6. Axillary fees need to be put through referendum or approved by the Student Union 

(this is already an official stance for the Student Union, it has yet to be included in 

this Act) 

Moved by: Vice President Thomas 

Seconded by: President Bailey 

Vice President Thomas clarified the section 52c (about the “power of the President”) is 

being modified to become more clear.  

Councillor Collins and Layden proposed friendly amendments to adjust the wording of 

this motion that were taken into consideration when the motion was typed in these 

minutes. 

Motion passes unanimously. 

 

10. Motion to Amend the By-Laws- Vice President Thomas 

Vice President Thomas explained that the motions to amend by-laws always need to be 

referred to Policy Committee, other than that Council can discuss the by-law.   

WHEREAS the by-laws of the Student Union currently read that the President should be 

the Chief Executive Officer of the Union and shall see that all order and resolutions of the 

Council are carried into effect and shall (under section 39M) take no more than two 

courses per term during the academic year  

and WHEREAS in order to maintain a Study Permit an international Student must be 

registered as a full-time student  

and WHEREAS a full-time student at UNB is accessed for academic purposes as a 

student carrying the equivalent of three or more courses in a term 

and WHEREAS international students should have the same opportunities to hold the 

office of president of the Student Union as domestic students do  

BE IT RESOLVED that UNBSU amend by-law 39M to read, “take no more than two 

courses per term during the academic year” or “the minimum number of courses 

necessary to maintain a valid study permit” 



UNIVERSITY OF NEW BRUNSWICK STUDENT UNION: MEETING OF COUNCIL 

MARCH 22, 2015 

Councillor Rendell inquired of the status of the President according to the Registrar’s 

Office; whether or not the President is seen as a fulltime student. 

 

Councillor Murray inquired about the requirement for full-time UNB students: it was 

mentioned to be three courses; however, it is believed to be four. 

 

Senator Choi emphasized the difference between UNB full-time requirements and 

international student full-time requirements. Additionally, he inquired whether it’s right 

to sacrifice the role of the President of the Student Union by mandating them to take three 

courses. 

 

Vice President Thomas explained that the President is not considered to be a full-time 

student. Furthermore she explained that the academic assessment of full-time students is 

four courses; however, the fee assessment of full-time students is three courses. Vice 

President Thomas explained that this motion was made with a focus on academic 

assessment, which is what goes to the Immigration Commission. She explained that it is 

not ideal for a President to be taking three courses; however, as of now the policy 

excludes international Students from running for President because they do not meet the 

criteria for Presidency. She also explained that because of this reason she did not increase 

the minimum courses necessary to three courses.  

 

President Bailey explained that he is the only President in the province who is not full-

time. He does not recommend taking more than two courses in this position; however, he 

would rather allow international students to run for this position. Finally, he identified an 

issue with this motion which is that the motion would be moved to Policy Committee and 

then must go through three readings at Council; there are only two meetings of council 

left. Given that there isn’t a presidential election in many months, he believes that this 

should be discussed next year at Council. 

 

Chair Saulnier explained that because there is a motion the motion must be addressed at 

this council meeting; therefore the discussion must continue and a vote will ensue. 

 

Councillor Khan explained that while students work for the Student Union (as the 

President) they are using the working part of their Permit and would be considered to be 

working full-time opposed to being a full-time student. This allows the student not to be 

full-time but to still be eligible for the Permit.  

 

 Senator Choi agreed with Councillor Khan. Additionally, he explained that this could be 

made as a Co-Op position or included as a course allowing the student to meet their 

criteria.  
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Councillor Reid explained that he doesn’t see how this position can be made into a 

course.  

 

Councillor Boudreau called to question. 

 

Call to Question. 

 

Moved: Councillor Boudreau 

Seconded: Vice President Saulnier 

Motion fail (numbers unknown) 

 

Vice President Thomas explained that she spoke with the ISAO and were discussing 

solutions such as taking academic leave and other options. She expressed the benefit to 

the students should this motion pass.  

 

Point of Information. 

 

Councillor Rendell inquired whether or not the motion stated that students should be a 

full-time student only in order to maintain a valid study permit. 

 

Vice President Thomas explained that the motion states “in order to maintain a valid 

study permit”. 

 

Councillor Khan explained that work permits can be easily accessed by students and that 

this could definitely be a possibility. He stated that this should be confirmed one hundred 

percent before voting takes place. 

 

Councillor Murray expressed the possible restrictions placed upon the President position 

as a “co-op placement”. 

 

Councillor Calvin wanted to seek clarification on whether or not there was no other way 

international students could run for President of the Student Union without this 

amendment.  

 

Vice President Thomas explained that there is no other way for international students 

with study permits to apply; however, there are various programs that allow students to 

study internationally. Study permits require full-time status requirement; thus, the status 

of the President must be full-time in order for an international student to run. 
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Chair Saulnier explained that the time-limit expired for this motion, additionally, the 

motion must be approved by a two-thirds majority and then is sent to Policy Committee. 

Additionally, there is no motion to send this motion to Policy Committee. 

 

Motion to send the recommendation to Policy Committee 

 

Moved: Vice President Thomas 

Seconded: Councillor Collins 

 

Motion passes unanimously. 

 

11. Adjournment 

 

Motion to Adjourn. 

Approval of Adjournment: President Bailey 

Seconded by: Councillor Morrissey 

 

Motion passed unanimously. Meeting Adjourned. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


