
UNIVERSITY OF NEW BRUNSWICK STUDENT UNION: MEETING OF COUNCIL 

FEBRUARY 1, 2015 

 

Absent: Kelsey Morrissey, Liz Calvin, Jeremy Murray, Colleen Kavanagh, Ajayi Oluwaronke, 

Kastina Inman, Tyler Coffin, Mark Vangel 

Sent Regrets: Emily Ripley 

1. Call to Order 

 

Meeting Called to Order at 5:31pm by Chair Thompson 

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

 

Approval of Agenda: Vice President Saulnier 

Seconded by: President Bailey 

 

Amendment to the Agenda: Councillor Reid 

Add a number 5.3: Report of the Computer Science Representative 

 

Amendment to the Agenda: Councillor Collins 

Add a number 5.4: Report of the Arts Representative 

 

Amendment to the Agenda: Councillor Gagnon 

Add a number 5.5: Report of the Arts Representative 

 

Amendment to the Agenda: Councillor Toombs 

Add a number 11: Law School Turmoil Movement 

 

Motion passes unanimously. 

 

3. Chair’s Remarks 

 

Chair Thompson explained that if those who are not on the Student Union wish to speak 

they must be sponsored by a Student Union member.  

 

4. Approval of Minutes – January 18
th

, 2015 

 

Approval of January 11
th

 Minutes: Vice President Thomas 

Seconded by: Councillor Reid 

 

Adopted unanimously. 
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5. Reports of Council 

5.1 Kinesiology Representative (Councillor Whalen) 

Councillor Whalen spoke about speaking to her constituents about the Student Union 

nominations and elections. She also spoke to constituents about the fee raise and received 

feedback from students who explained that they don’t know what services the Student 

Union offers. Additionally, her councillor project for this semester will involve 

improving the Kin Lounge by adding a microwave. Furthermore, she spoke about 

working with TedX and the liscence for PVC. Finally, she explained that her suggestion 

campaign went well and the gift cards were drawn.  

 

5.2 Law Representative (Councillor Toombs) 

Councillor Toombs will discuss his report more thoroughly in the “Law School Turmoil 

Movement”. Please see attached Councillor Toombs February 1
st
 Report for more 

information. 

 

5.3 Computer Science Representative (Councillor Reid)  

Councillor Reid explained that he discussed the fee raise with many of his constituents 

and answered questions that they posed regarding the issue. He also mentioned that his 

councillor project was to gain a swipe-card entry for the Computer Science lounge; 

however, the lounge was closed and is now re-opened.  

 

5.4 Arts Representative (Councillor Collins) 

Councillor Collins spoke about being more active via social media to gain constituent 

feedback. His councillor project is to start an Arts Society, the general meeting last 

semester received poor turn-out; however, he has received support from the Dean of Arts. 

 

5.5 Arts Representative (Councillor Gagnon) 

Councillor Gagnon spoke about the meeting with Dean of Arts and voiced concerns to 

the Dean about the need for student space, as there is no allotted lounge for Arts students. 

The idea of converting an old classroom into a student lounge for Arts students has been 

voiced and will be considered for future faculty improvements.  

 

5.6 Vice President Student Services (Teague) 

Vice President Teague spoke about Winter Carnival and the poor turnout to the events 

that weren’t cancelled by the snow. 

 

5.7 Vice President Finance & Operations (MacMackin) 

Vice President MacMackin adjusted the Financial Policy to include the new fee. 

Additionally, he started working on the preliminary budget that is due on February 27
th

, 

the Board of Governors will need to approve the fee for next year. Furthermore, he has 
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been working with the O-Chair and the Shine Chair to sign them up for the NADO 

conference. Finally, he has been focusing on getting together volunteers for the 

Community Income Tax Program. 

 

5.8 Vice President Internal (Thomas) 

Vice President Thomas spoke about meeting with councillors about councillor projects 

and the importance of endorsing nominations and elections during office hours. 

Additionally, she spoke about the MyDefinition launch at UNBSJ and the launch of the 

Peer Support Center project through Counselling Services. 

 

5.9 Vice President External (Saulnier) 

Vice President Saulnier spoke about the Brew ‘N A about Student Union positions. Also, 

she assisted Amy the Safe Ride Coordinator with Cash Cab Safe Ride, apparently it went 

well and the program ran Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday night. She spoke about 

David Coon coming to UNB and talking to students in the SUB. Finally, she spoke about 

Habitat for Humanity which sells second hand furniture to raise money. There is a 

location in Fredericton. 

 

5.10 President (Bailey) 

President Bailey spoke about setting up the election. Additionally, he spoke about his TV 

interview for NBSA to speak about the pre-budget list of requests for the new 

government. Finally, he spoke about keeping an eye on the law school situation. 

 

6. Announcements 

 

Councillor Collins announced that the Political Science Faculty is holding a debate on 

February 12
th

, at 7pm in Tilley Hall. 

 

Councillor Rendell announced that there is a Spring Break trip down to Florida for 

anyone who is interested. 

 

Vice President MacMackin announced that he is still looking for volunteers for the 

Community Tax Program. 

 

Councillor Michaud announced that Townhouse is playing Miss Congeniality 1 & 2 this 

Friday night. 

 

Vice President Thomas announced that SEXtravaganza will be held February 8
th

 -14
th

. 

 

7. Question Period 
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Councillor Daley inquired what the peer support group is. Vice President Thomas 

explained that statistics shows that students turn to peers before professionals, so this is a 

pilot peer support group. The group of students will be properly trained. 

 

8. Mental Health Strategist- Vice President Thomas  

 

Vice President Thomas spoke about the discussions the UNBSU had last year regarding 

mental health needs not being adequately met by students and as a result the Mental 

Health Strategist Position was created. The position is a one year contract and was funded 

by the government. Currently, our contract is closing for this position and the person in 

this position is Kathleen Pye. This year VP Thomas worked incredibly close with 

Kathleen to organize Mental Health Awareness Week, MyDefinition, Stigma Slam, and 

other mental health related events. STU has decided not to renew their position and 

currently UNB is not providing any solid answers about whether or not the position will 

continue to exist.  

Motion to advocate the continuation of the Mental Health Strategist position.. 

WHEREAS the UNBSU is committed to student mental health and;  

WHEREAS the Mental Health Strategist position promotes mental health; 

BE IT RESOLVED that the UNBSU advocate the continuation of the mental health 

strategist position. 

Moved by: Vice President Thomas 

Seconded by: President Bailey 

Motion passes unanimously.  

 

 

9. Student Emergency Bursary Motion- Vice President Thomas 

Vice President Thomas explained that the Student Emergency Bursary would be 

available to students in grave need of monetary assistance. The student would apply 

through a written application process that would be reviewed by a Review Council, there 

would also be an interview with the student. The funding is determined by the Review 

Council and the individual student’s circumstances. Additionally she explained that at 

STU they request receipts to prove where the money has been spent and have a criteria of 

the following: the money cannot be used on student loans, rent, or books. The Emergency 

Bursary at STU has existed for five years. Furthermore, she explained that there is no 
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opt-out option for students, if the referendum passed then every student would have to 

pay the fee and there is no maximum funding that would stop this program because 

students will always be in need. Whether or not the UNBSU chooses to follow these 

criteria is up for discussion. She explained that this is a Motion to send this to 

referendum, to allow the students to vote on whether or not they wish to have this service. 

The service would mean a five dollar fee increase (on top of the new fee increase) per 

semester.  

President Bailey explained that the Emergency Bursary is a good idea. The concerns 

include: the deadline for the Board of Governors to approve the fee for next year would 

be February 27
th

, which is before the end of elections. Meaning, that this motion would 

not take place until the 2016 fall semester, if voted upon by the next council. Finally he 

explained that there are only three weeks to run a referendum campaign and constituent 

involvement is low, thus more time would be preferable.  

Vice President Thomas explained that having this issue come to referendum in the fall is 

not the best option because it would be giving the control of this issue to the future 

UNBSU. She explained that UNB offers a “special” loan that can be issued before 

November 1
st
, which is difficult and untimely. She also explained that the students are 

required to pay this money back to the university.  

Discussion continued about the phrasing of the referendum.  

Vice President Saulnier called to question. 

Seconded by Councillor Collins 

Call to question passes unanimously. 

Motion to change the wording of the referendum: “Do you support a 5.00$ per semester 

levy for a student emergency bursary?” 

Moved by: President Bailey 

Seconded by: Vice President Thomas 

Motion passes unanimously.  

 

10. CASA GOTV Campaign- President Bailey 

President Bailey spoke about CASA’s “Get Out the Vote” campaign for the federal 

election which is said to happen in October. This campaign would not include 

advertising, it would include helping students get to the poles and helping make voting 

easier. The idea is to have a software that would keep track of students, which would 

allow Student Union representatives to input student information and contact them 
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around elections to remind them to vote. President Bailey explained that this is under the 

mandate of the next council.  

Motion:  

BE IT RESOLVED that the University of New Brunswick Student Union support the 

2015 Canadian Alliance of Student Association GOTV campaign. 

Moved: President Bailey 

Seconded: Councillor Toombs 

Motion passes unanimously. 

11. Law School Turmoil Motion- Councillor Toombs 

Councillor Toombs explained the issues the UNB law school is facing including: an 

absent Dean, absent professors, students being advised not to talk to the media, and late 

exam marking.  

Motion:  

WHEREAS the Dean of Law has taken a leave of absence, the Associate Dean has 

stepped down and several other professors have taken a leaves of absence; 

WHEREAS course cancellations and late marking of exams are occurring; 

WHEREAS the UNB administration has failed to address the concerns of students; 

WHEREAS the students have attempted to publically address the issues at the law 

school; 

BE IT RESOLVED that the UNBSU support students who wish to make their concerns 

known to the public and will advocate on behalf of these students 

Moved by: Councillor Toombs 

Seconded by: Vice President Saulnier 

Senator Choi explained that the issues are much more than what was mentioned by 

Councillor Toombs, including missing professors and last minute re-scheduling of 

classes. He explains that there is a lot of tension within the faculty; the Law Student 

Society and the administration is advising the students to not discuss these issues outside 

the law school. However, he mentioned, that there is no formal announcement on behalf 

of the faculty to students. 
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Senator Skinner explained that there is a lot of pressure on students not to talk to the 

media; students are concerned about speaking out. There have been letters sent to the 

President of the University and the Board of Governors with little information provided. 

Vice President MacMackin explained that if the Law Student Society is “warning” or 

threatening students, it’s important to have proof because they are ratified by the Student 

Union and must adhere to the by-laws and the Code of Conduct of the Student Union. 

President Bailey explained that the Faculty of Law is 15% understaffed and that students 

being told not to talk about what is going on is unacceptable.  

David Banner (sponsored by Councillor Toombs) spoke as an outside party about the 

pressure within the Law Faculty.  

Senator Choi explained that there has been two emails about not speaking to the media. 

The Law Student Society President asked the Student Union Representatives not to speak 

to the media. 

Vice President Saulnier explained that if Law students are interested in speaking to the 

media, she can speak to the media on their behalf, should they fear retaliation. She also 

explained that it is our job as a Student Union to represent the students, not to maintain 

the image of a faculty. 

Motion passes unanimously. 

12. Adjournment 

 

Motion to Adjourn 

Approval of Adjournment: President Bailey 

Seconded by: Vice President Saulnier 

 

Motion passed unanimously. Meeting Adjourned. 

 

 

 

 

 


