
Hi Nathan, I was just looking thro ugh my  emails and saw your invitation 
about orientation. I am unsure if anyone responded but we will be a MEMO 

                                                                  MEMO 
 
To: Shawna Bergin, UNB-F Registrar,  
 
Cc: Vice President Academic, Registrar’s Advisory Committee 
 
From: Herbert Bempah, President of the UNB Student Union 
 
Date: August, 2017 
 
Subject: Revision of Repeating Courses Policy 
 

 
 
Introduction of a Repeating Courses Policy 
 
The Repeating Courses Policy proposal is created by the UNB Student Union for the University 
of New Brunswick senate and the Registrar's Advisory Committee to explore the revision of the 
university wide academic regulations; repeating courses, Section E. 
 
The current academic policy allows students to repeat courses to improve grade point averages 
earned. While all history of coursework are shown on the transcript, both the original grade and 
the new grade are however calculated separately into the grade point average.  
Given that some students have expressed dissatisfaction and unfairness  in Section E of the 
academic regulations, the Student Union drafts this proposal for the academic policy and 
procedures committee and ultimately the Senate for research and hopefully consideration. 
 
 
Objective 
 
The objective of this proposal is to revise Section E of the university wide academic regulations 
regarding the repetition of courses. In this proposal, we recommend to the academic policy and 
procedures committee as well as Senate to revise this section to allow students with the desire 
to retake a course for better grades, to have their highest attempt to replace the calculation of 
the grade point average while both the original and second course grades shown on the 
academic transcript.  
 



Due to many factors and challenges that students face throughout the semester and the year, 
the student union recommends and proposes a progressive policy adopted by many notable 
institutions that allows students to apply to their respective faculties or the Registrar’s office at 
UNB to replace or re attempt  a certain number of courses (recommendation of 3 courses) with 
a better grade.  
 
The revision of the repeating courses policy will allow students, especially first years an 
opportunity to better grasp course materials of which they truly want to succeed in and to gain a 
better chance in entering higher level education. Having a failing grade that cannot be replaced 
by a subsequent better mark limits future opportunities for UNB students as compared to other 
institutions that permit students to retake courses 
 
 
 
 
Current UNB Repeating Courses Policy 

 
Below is the University of New Brunswick’s repeating courses policy. 

Section E. Repeating Courses  

Students may without special permission register for a course already taken in order to meet a 
prerequisite or other degree requirement, or in order to improve their grade point average. 
However, both the original grade and the new grade will each be counted separately towards a 
grade point average. Students should note that while the credit hours of a repeated course will 
be used each time in calculating a grade point average and in the totals of courses attempted 
and passed, they can only be counted once towards the minimum number of credit hours 
required for a degree. 

A student may attempt a course a maximum of three times (including withdrawals but excluding 
course attempts designated with the # notation). Beyond that, the student must obtain the 
permission of the Dean of the student's Faculty to register again in the repeated course 

 
 Consultations and Proposed Policy 
 
We have consulted with the following university administrators that have shown support for at 
least research and further consultation into a possible revision of this policy. 
 

1) Dean of Education 
2) Dean of Libraries 
3) Dr. Kathy Wilson 
4) UNBSJ Student Representative Council 
5) Wilfred Langmaid 
6) Devashis Mitra 
7) Student Services Leadership Team 
8) Consultation with Other Atlantic Canadian Universities 

 



The repetition of courses academic policy is a common trend in many post secondary 
institutions especially in the United States of America. This policy has been implemented in a 
few notable peer universities in Canada. The following top notch institutions including York 
University, University of British Columbia, Concordia University, George Brown College, 
Memorial University of Newfoundland, University of Alberta, McGill University and Concordia 
University have implemented different versions of repetition of courses policy.  
 

Proposed Policy Statement 

Below is proposed policy modeled after York University’s repeating courses policy. We 
recommend that UNB adopts a similar policy. 

(a)  UNB students may repeat a course twice for academic degree or certificate 
credit, for a maximum of two (2) attempts at a course.  
 
(b) When a UNB student is allowed to repeat a course for academic degree or credit, 
the grade of the latest attempt  will be the grade of record and the only grade 
calculated in the student’s grade point average (Major, Cumulative, Sessional and 
Overall). A course shall be credited only once towards satisfaction of degree or 
certificate academic credit requirements. 
 
(c) The record of each attempt will appear on the student’s transcript, with the prior 
attempt(s) designated as ‘No Credit Retained’. The grade awarded in the prior 
attempts will continue to appear on the transcript beside the NCR designation but will 
not be included in the calculation of the student’s grade point average. 
 
(d) The restrictions regarding repeating a passed or failed course also apply to cross 
listed courses and course credit exclusions count as a course repeat and are subject 
to (bn) above. 
 
(e) Students who have graduated may not use the provisions of this policy to repeat 
for forgiveness a course taken prior to the date of graduation. Once a bachelor's 
degree has been awarded, a student may not raise the undergraduate GPA by 
repeating a course taken as an undergraduate. 

 

 

 

 

 


