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SEPTEMBER 17th 2017 
 

UNBSU Council Minutes 

Regrets: Emmanuel Hebert 

1. Call to Order 

 President Bempah calls meeting to order at 3:03pm. 

2. Approval of Agenda 

Mover: Toner 

Second: Wilson 

3. Approval of Council Chair, Serena Williams Smith  

 WHEREAS the selections committee was tasked with soliciting, receiving and reviewing 

resumes for the position of Council Chair; and  

 WHEREAS the committee has interviewed many candidates and has come to a unanimous 

decision;  

 BE IT RESOLVED THAT Serena Smith be appointed Council Chair for the 2017-2018 

academic year. 

Mover: Banks 

Second: McGinn 

Vote passes unanimously.  

4. Approval of Council Secretary, Natasha Williamson 

 WHEREAS the selections committee was tasked with soliciting, receiving and reviewing 

resumes for the position of council secretary; and  

 WHEREAS the committee has interviewed many candidates and has come to a unanimous 

decision;   
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 BE IT RESOLVED that Natasha Williamson be appointed Council Secretary for the 2017- 

2018 academic year. 

Mover: Tozer 

Second: Lutes 

Vote passes unanimously.  

5.  Chair’s Remarks 

 Chair Smith: Thank you, I’m excited for a great year.  

6. Substantive Business 

 Friendly amendment: Substantive Business to become item 6, Reports to Council to 

become item 7. 

Mover: Bempah 

Second: Toner 

Vote passes unanimously. 

  6.1. Approval of Fall UNBSU By Election 

 WHEREAS there are currently vacancies for the positions of education councillor, 

computer science councillor, science councillor, accessibility representative, aboriginal 

representative and student senator. 

 BE IT RESOLVED that the UNBSU conduct a by-election in accordance with by-law two.  

 BE IT RESOLVED that the timeline for the election be as follows; September 25th at 

12:01am nominations are open, September 29th at 12pm nominations close, September 29th at 

4pm mandatory candidates meeting after which campaign begins, October 2nd - October 8th 

11:59pm. October 9th at 12:01am voting opens and October 13th 11:59pm voting closes.  

Mover: Bempah 



3 

SEPTEMBER 17th 2017 
 

Second: Meagher 

 Reid: What kind of promotion will be done for this by election? 

 Bempah: We’re working to promote it ASAP. By elections don’t typically have the best 

turnout because of the fewer number of elections, but we’ll try our best. Soon, we will also present 

to the council a motion to include a plebiscite on Open Education Resources in the by election. 

Hopefully, this plebiscite will draw the student population’s attention to the by election. 

 McGinn: Was there going to be a promotional video on the by election? 

 Bempah: Maybe, but we don’t want to oversaturate the SU FB page with videos.  

 Banks (To floor): As part of your responsibilities as councillors, please get to know the 

positions up for election and promote them yourselves. We do want competition amongst those 

running.  

 Amendment: Councillor Seshu Iyengar has already filled the Science position.  

Mover: Bempah 

Second: Lutes 

Vote passes unanimously.  

 Amendment: Councillor Parker Somerville has already filled the Accessibility position. 

Mover: Bempah 

Second: McGinn 

Vote passes unanimously. 

Vote passes unanimously on Item 6.1. 
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  6.2. Discussion: Accountability and Attendance of Council 

 McGinn: It’s mandatory to attend council; you can only miss three throughout the year. 

Send your regrets if you cannot make it to Chair Smith and President Bempah. Roll call will begin 

at the beginning of every council meeting.  

 Toner: Does the three absences throughout the year include excused absences? 

 Bempah: No, but those regrets do have to be legitimate.  

 Smith: The bylaws are a bit unclear on whether excused absences count, so that might need 

to be clarified.  

 Lutes: Will the roll call be present in the council minutes, to hold ourselves accountable? 

 Bempah: Yes.  

 Smith: Yes, it is under Item 1.  

 Banks: If you are to send regrets, they must be sent more than 24 hours in advance. Please 

try to be prompt.  

 Toner: Does it have to be a documented excuse? For example, a doctor’s note? 

 McGinn: Yes, a documented or legitimate excuse. Until the by law is clarified, such 

legitimacy will be left up to President Bempah and Chair Smith’s discretion. 

 Chair Smith accidentally called item 6.2 to a vote, but no vote was needed as it was just a 

discussion item. 

  6.3. Clubs and Societies Ratification 

 Motion to remove Item 6.3, as not all constitutions from Clubs and Societies have been 

received.  

Mover: Beairsto 

Second: Banks 
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Vote passes unanimously.  

6.4. Approval of CRO and DCRO 

 WHEREAS the selections committee was tasked with soliciting, receiving and reviewing 

resumes for the position of Chief Returning Officer and Deputy Chief Returning Officer.  

 WHEREAS the committee has interviewed many candidates and has come to a unanimous 

decision; 

 BE IT RESOLVED THAT Matt Poirer and Alison Balcom be appointed Chief Returning 

Officer and Deputy Chief Returning Officer respectively for the 2017-2018 Academic Year. 

Mover: Bempah 

Second: Banks  

Vote passes unanimously. 

7. Reports to Council 

  7.1. Vice President Student Life Brian Tozer 

- Orientation just finished, and went well - had over 500 people attend the kick off concert 

with Virginia to Vegas. 

- Been busy getting Safe Ride going. We are still short on drivers, so let your friends and 

fellow students know! 

- Been meeting with all the coordinators related to/under my [Tozer’s] role, to let them know 

my expectations for them/discuss theirs for me, and to plan out the year ahead. 

- Continuing work on the Off-Campus Housing website. Should launch soon. 

  7.2. Vice President Finance Grayson Beairsto 

- Had been busy with Orientation over the past couple weeks. 
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- Preparing Clubs and Societies, getting ratifications for said clubs and societies, etc. This 

will hopefully be ready to present our following council meeting.  

- The revised budget will also be presented in the following council meeting.  

  7.3. Vice President Internal Chris McGinn 

- The Book Buy-and-Sell went well!  

- Had been working on preparing today’s council orientation schedule/content. 

- After today, will be submitting the proposal to extend the add/drop course deadline. 

- Been working with the president of the Kinesiology society on the UNB Student Night. 

  7.4. Vice President Advocacy Madi Banks 

- Recently, have been working on getting the UNBSU Reconciliation group up and running. 

Would like the logo to match the rebranded UNBSU logo. Exciting!  

- A UNBSU press release will be coming out tomorrow about Saferide.  

- Wellness week preparation, including new additions to the event. 

- Next week, will be following up with some local businesses, asking for donations for a 

wellness week gift raffle basket. 

- Working on the literature review due for a CASA policy. 

  7.5. President Herbert Bempah 

- Textbroke campaign was launched this week! Collecting data from student population, 

then presenting to council and senate about the campaign results. 

- Met with Chair Smith to discuss her position and how this year’s council would function. 

- Met with the Dean of Libraries, Lesley Balcom, about Open Education resources. Drafting 

exam bank proposal, which has been submitted to registrar. We now need to finalize the 

action plan and present to council in the following council meeting. 
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- Going to film videos about the UNBSU team, to show UNB that UNBSU is more than just 

the council and Saferide.  

- Multicultural Initiative meetings coming up this week about upcoming events.  

8. Question Period 

 Cormier: Last year on the council agenda, wasn’t the Substantive Business section 

permanently before Reports to Council? 

 Bempah: Yes, but I just asked for the amendment to reflect how things will usually go.  

Confirmed by Chair Smith. 

 Toner: Voter turnout was good last year with the plebiscite. Shall we do that again, with a 

different plebiscite? 

 Bempah: Yes, we will be doing that again with the Open Education Resources.  

 Wilson (To VP Banks): Do you need councillors to sit on the Reconciliation Committee? 

 Banks: It might run as an ad hoc committee this year. When all prep is done for the 

committee, I will present it to council for discussion. 

 Lutes: Do you have an ETA for the Reconciliation Committee? 

 Banks: We’re trying for the end of September.  

9. Announcements 

  9.1. Regrets 

 Bempah: One of our councillors, Emmanuel Hebert, sends his regrets for this meeting. To 

be noted at top of minutes. 

  9.2. Volunteer Fair 

 Banks: The Volunteer Fair takes place next Monday. 

10. Other Business Arising 
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11. Adjournment 

Mover: Banks 

Second: Beairsto 

Vote passes. Meeting adjourned at 3:28pm.  


