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APRIL 8TH 2018 
 

UNBSU Council Minutes 

Regrets: Grayson Beairsto, Craig Fernandez, Olivia Hamilton, Tea Fazio, Parker Somerville. 

Absent: Mariacristina De Rose, Emily Meagher, Jonathan Lazarev. 

1. Call to Order 

President Bempah calls meeting to order at 5:04pm. 

  1.1 Roll Call 

Secretary Williamson performs roll call. 

2. Approval of Agenda 

Mover: Toner 

Second: Wilson 

Vote passes. 

3. Chair’s Remarks 

 Smith: Sorry for being a little late this evening. As this is our last meeting, thank you 

everyone for a wonderful year and for all your hard work. Shout out to the executive especially on 

the tuition advocacy work. 

4. Approval of Minutes 

Mover: Wilson 

Second: Jefferies 

Vote passes. 

5. Substantive Business 

5.1 Preliminary Budget Presentation 

 VP Internal Chris McGinn quickly runs through the changes that have been made to the 

UNBSU 2018-19 Preliminary Budget. Increased expenses were Saferide (Due to minimum 
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wage/part-time employment increases and new insurance requirements) and the NBSA fee (Due 

to the $1 implemented fee raise). The loss of the NBCCD sponsorship decreased revenue, while 

the new UNBSU student levy increased revenue. These changes resulted in a $977 surplus; 

McGinn states that while this preliminary budget is a starting framework for the incoming UNBSU 

team, they are free to revise it as they feel necessary.  

 Motion to approve the UNBSU 2018-19 Preliminary Budget as presented. 

Mover: McGinn 

Second: Wilson 

Vote passes unanimously.  

5.2 Human Resources Policy 

 Bempah: No changes have been made to the Human Resources policy since we presented 

it at the March 18th council meeting. We’re hoping to approve the policy today, with the 

incorporation of the Code of Conduct presented by Jackie Toner last semester.  

 Motion to accept the HR Policy as prepared and presented by the Policy and Advancement 

committee. 

Mover: Bempah 

Second: McMillan 

Vote passes unanimously.  

5.3 Tuition Reset Update 

 Bempah: We’d like to officially update you on our work on the tuition reform since our 

meeting on March 25th. After that meeting, the executive met on Monday morning to strategize 

and talk through objectives; we decided to concentrate on delaying the Board of Governors vote 

and expressing the SU’s position to the administration as practically as possible. On Tuesday the 
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27th the ad hoc committee met to work further; on Wednesday the 28th, I met with the Board of 

Governors chair to convey our concerns and ask him to delay the vote. He said the best he could 

do was to delay the vote until May, but we’re still working on getting it delayed until October, as 

council agreed upon in our last meeting.  

 Our presence at the Senate meeting went amazingly well; many students attended to 

express their concerns, and the Senate voted to support delaying the Board of Governors vote until 

October. We handed out petition forms at our following ad hoc committee meeting, as our next 

point of action is to prepare documents this week to submit to university administration and the 

Board of Governors (I know Law students are doing something similar). We gave a politically 

inclined speech at the Proudly UNB awards, which hopefully motivated people to stand by the 

UNBSU. We also hosted a town hall for students on the issue. 

 I’d also like to address comments we’ve seen that state the UNBSU is ‘selling students 

short’. That is emphatically wrong. Our position as a SU, by virtue of our alliance with CASA, is 

to advocate for affordable post-secondary education. Our agenda is not to abolish tuition or 

advocate for free tuition, as that isn’t realistic at this point in time and takes away from the current 

conversation. For us to fight together as a SU and achieve our goals, we must stick to our agenda 

and not make false accusations. We are working hard – we’ve stayed up nights and mornings to 

work on this tuition reform issue – and it’s frankly disappointing to see some people thinking that 

we’re selling students short. Our strategy is to advocate for affordable, not free, post-secondary 

education.  

 Iyengar: You may have been working hard, but how many memes have you made? 

 Bempah: None, and I hardly visit the UNB Protest Memes Facebook page.  
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5.4 Awards 

 McGinn: We gave out many councillor awards at SURAs, but some people couldn’t make 

it to accept theirs. So I will announce them again here! 

 The award for impeccable attendance and thought-provoking arguments goes to 

Mariacristina De Rose; 

 The award for lonely office hours goes to Parker Somerville; 

 Louis Cormier is awarded the Minute Master award; 

 Jon Lazarev is awarded the Impeccable Attendance award;  

 Lydia MacLeod is awarded the Rambunctiously Rowdy award; 

 Serena Smith is awarded the Chillest Chair award. 

6. Reports to Council 

6.1 Vice President Finance & Operations Grayson Beairsto 

6.2 Vice President Internal Chris McGinn 

- Working on tuition reform advocacy; 

- Preparing my transition report; 

- Meeting with the incoming executive team.  

6.3 Vice President (Interim) Advocacy Haley MacIsaac 

- Preparing my transition report; 

- The Self Love letter-writing event wasn’t as well-attended as I’d hoped, but it was a semi-

success. 

- The executive team attended the Proudly UNB awards; 

- I had a transition meeting with Councillor Qureshi, the incoming VP Advocacy; 
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- The NBSA Hiring committee has finally hired a new Executive Director, which is very 

exciting! 

6.4 President Herbert Bempah 

- Attended the Proudly UNB awards dinner, where we did deliver a speech; 

- CASA meetings; 

- We hosted our town hall; 

- Working on transition for the incoming executive team; 

- Finishing my transition report; 

- Destress fest happened! It was an all-day event over the weekend.  

6.5 Inclusion Councillor Abram Lutes 

- I’ve been holding regular meetings with students to find out how the tuition reset might 

affect social inclusion. 

- Going to public events and town halls.  

6.6 LGBTQ+ Councillor Jackie Toner 

- The 203 received their new sign, which looks wonderful! 

- I attended SURAs; 

- Protested at the Senate meeting; 

- And attended Alyssa Edwards’ drag show in Halifax.  

6.7 International Councillor Sushen Basak 

- I hosted a trivia night as my councillors’ project, in conjunction with the Geomatics 

Engineering Society and Multicultural Initiatives. 

6.8 Accessibility Councillor Parker Somerville 

6.9 Residence Councillor Emily Meagher 
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6.10 Off-Campus Councillor Jonathan Lazarev 

6.11 Engineering Councillor Shanece Wilson 

- The Engineering-Nursing Gala was a wonderful success! We had a turnout of over 130 

people. Great pictures were taken and good food was had by all. 

6.12 Law Councillor Jill Pilgrim 

- I’ve been ridiculously busy with tuition reform advocacy; 

- I also worked with the Mental Health and Law Society to create a wellness space in Ludlow 

Hall. It’s open from 9am-3am every day! 

6.13 Computer Science Councillor Tea Fazio 

6.14 Kinesiology Councillor Emmanuel Hebert 

- I acquired a trophy for the yearlong Kinesiology competition. Now we just have to figure 

out how to break a tie to determine the winners.  

- Kinesiology society meetings. 

6.15 Business Administration Councillor Chantal Beriault 

- Working with BAUS on transition. 

6.16 Nursing Councillor Emily McMillan 

- To second Councillor Wilson, the Engineering-Nursing Gala was fantastic. 

- I prepared and spoke at TedxUNB; 

- I’ve been having lots of conversations about the tuition reform, including to the lovely 

campus pharmacist.  

6.17 Women’s Councillor Lydia MacLeod 

- I’ve been volunteering and working with the Women’s Centre. 

6.18 Arts Councillor Perry Dykens 
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- Epilepsy 101 went well; 

- Our Arts Matters conference wrapped up this morning! We had 53 presenters, including 

19 from outside UNB and 10 others from outside the Arts faculty. Many attendees reported 

it was super fun, engaging, and professionally done. Many people also mentioned the need 

for an Atlantic-wide arts conference.  

6.19 Forestry Councillor Louis Cormier 

- I’m meeting with my Dean on Wednesday to chat about tuition reform; 

- Bought gear for the faculty as my councillor project.   

6.20 Renaissance College Councillor Simal Qureshi 

- George MacLean met with our faculty Dean and RCS about tuition reform. I couldn’t 

attend, but I sent a statement to the meeting in my stead.  

6.21 Science Councillor Seshu Iyengar 

6.22 Inclusion Councillor Mick Jefferies 

- I dropped by the Self Love letter writing campaign.  

7. Announcements 

  7.1 Dog Room 

 McGinn: To those looking to volunteer for the dog room next Wednesday, please like the 

Facebook post I made about it in our group.   

  7.2 Thank You  

 Wilson: Thank you all for an amazing year. 

  7.3 Cellar Dwellers 

 McGinn: If anybody would like to come to the Cellar directly after this meeting, there’ll 

be free food right on us (Alcohol not included). 
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8. Question Period 

 Iyengar: Hebert do you have exciting news to announce? That you’re valedictorian? 

 Hebert: Yes! I’m taking roast ideas for Eddy Campbell.  

9. Other business arising from this meeting 

 Bempah: Thank you to you all once again. It’s been such a pleasure. This year has been 

great – extremely challenging, but one I will forever cherish. Special thank you to McGinn, 

Beairsto, and MacIsaac. When we became executives, we had many exciting, ambitious visions of 

a bold UNBSU. While we were able to achieve most of those things, we couldn’t accomplish 

everything. I hope we didn’t disappoint you and that we did you proud. This council is one to be 

reckoned with. All the best to all of you! I hope we get to work together again someday. 

 Motion to have President Bempah sing the council a song.  

Mover: Iyengar 

Second: McGinn 

Singing tabled to the Cellar.  

10. Adjournment 

Mover: Beriault 

Second: Hebert 

Vote passes. Meeting adjourned at 5:32pm. 


