
Position Statement on Discriminatory Posters 

 

Whereas 

The UNB Student Union feels that hate and racism have no place on our 
campuses or in our communities. 

Recent events in St. Stephen, Fredericton, and on the St. Thomas University 
and University of New Brunswick campuses remind us of the possibility of 
hateful messages to be spread in our community. 

The UNBSU operates on the traditional and un-ceded Wolastoqey territory. 

The UNBSU Human Rights Policy denounces discrimination and compels the 
Union to preserve its members’ human dignity and rights. 

Be it resolved 

The UNBSU affirms the rights of indigenous students to study in an 
environment free of discrimination and fear of repercussions from expressing 
their identity. 

The UNBSU affirms that all students on this campus have the right to study in 
an equal, open, and safe environment . 

The UNBSU celebrates the contribution to student and university life made by 
students, faculty, and staff from a wide array of national and ethnic 
backgrounds. 

The UNBSU denounces actions from groups that aim to promote hateful and 
divisive politics. 

The UNBSU commits to promote the rich socio-cultural and ethnic diversity 
that makes up its membership through its events and activities. 

The UNBSU reaffirms its commitment to indigenous reconciliation through its 
Reconciliation committee and indigenization process. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Statement 

On Saturday September 30th, 2017 some people from around the province, 
including a number of University of New Brunswick students, gathered in St. 
Stephen and Fredericton to show there is no place for hate in New Brunswick. 
The mobilization was in response to an anti-immigrant, alt-right, racist, 
organization which called for a pan-Canadian demonstration on Saturday 
September 30th. Two days before, discriminatory messaging was used to 
deface the Wolastoq welcome sign on the St. Thomas University campus. 

Actions like the recent one on the St. Thomas University campus incite fear in a 
group of students who are already marginalized in discourse; it is our 
responsibility as a Union to support one another, and present a unified front 
against the division that alt-right groups aim to sow among us. Targeting the 
Wolastoq welcome sign is a clear attack against indigenous culture, and in turn 
attacks the very principle of an open campus that aims to reconcile itself to 
past discrimination against indigenous peoples. We condemn this 
unequivocally and want to reaffirm our commitment as a Union to 
reconciliation and the promotion of the contributions of indigenous students, 
faculty, and staff to our community. 

Furthermore, considering anti-immigration events in the province, we would 
like to condemn any movement that aims to suggest that Canada should not 
be a diverse and welcoming place to people from distinct cultural or ethnic 
backgrounds. At UNB, the value of the international perspective cannot be 
overstated: students, faculty, and staff from a myriad of countries and 
provinces make it possible for us to be the campus we are. International 
students are a crucial part of the Union: their contributions to advocacy and 
student life allow the Student Union to be as active and engaging as it is. Again 
we would like to reaffirm that as a Union our strength comes from the very 
different perspectives that each member brings; we oppose any group that 
aims to alienate or intimidate any of our membership. 

We salute the efforts of our multicultural associations and migrant justice 
organizations like No One Is Illegal. As a student union which represents a 
diverse and multicultural undergraduate student body, we believe it is up to all 
of us to take a stand against scaremongering based on xenophobic or racist 
values. The UNB Student Union wants to make this campus an outstanding 
academic environment, and as a result condemns recent events that would 
detract from that. Open discourse and critical thought are at the forefront of 
such an environment, but will only come from recognizing indigenous and 
international culture and experience, not condemning it. We stand for unity, 
not division; love, not hate. 

In solidarity, 

UNB Student Union 


