
UNIVERSITY OF NEW BRUNSWICK STUDENT UNION: MEETING OF COUNCIL APRIL 12, 

2015 

 

Absent: Samantha Irma Sapi, Jessica Dobson, Liz Calvin, Kastina Inman, Emily Ripley, Tyler 

Coffin 

1. Call to Order 

 

Meeting Called to Order at 7:00 pm by Chair Thompson 

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

 

Approval of Agenda: Councillor Murray  

Seconded by: Vice President Saulnier 

 

Amendment to the Agenda: Councillor LeBlanc 

Add a new number 4.8: Science Representative Report 

 

Amendment to the Agenda: Councillor Khan 

Add a new number 4.9: International Representative Report 

Add a discussion point: By-Law 2 Section 30 & 31 Student Union Elections 

 

Amendment to the Agenda: Councillor Daley 

Add a discussion point: Councillor Project “What Is Leadership?” 

 

Amendment to the Agenda: Councillor Rendell 

Add a new number 4.10: Kinesiology Representative Report 

 

Amendment to the Agenda: Councillor Morrissey 

Add a new number 4.11: Engineering Representative Report 

 

Amendment to the Agenda: Councillor Collins 

Add a new number 4.12: Arts Representative Report 
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Amendment to the Agenda: Councillor Gagnon 

Add a new number 4.13: Arts Representative Report 

 

Amendment to the Agenda: Councillor Reid 

Add a new number 4.14: Computer Science Representative Report 

Add a discussion point: Transferable Votes 

 

Motion passes unanimously. 

 

3. Chair’s Remarks 

 

Chair Thompson thanked Council for this year. 

 

4. Reports of Council 

4.1 Vice President Student Services (VP Teague) 

Vice President Teague formally apologized to Council about her posts on the Council 

Facebook group. She spoke about UNB’s Funniest Home Videos and the show up. She 

also spoke about the Last Class Bash BBQ which went well and the clothes went to the 

New Brunswick Association of Community Living. 

 

4.2 Vice President Finance & Operations (VP MacMackin) 

Vice President MacMackin spoke about club funding approvals and the need to pick up 

funding before April 30
th

. Additionally, he spoke about the groups on campus that are not 

content with their approved budgets and he is trying to see if he can provide more 

funding to those groups. Finally, he notified Council to hand in their honoraria forms to 

the Executive.  

 

4.3 Vice President Internal (VP Thomas) 

Vice President Thomas spoke about De-Stress Fest and the May launch of MyDefinition. 

Additionally, she spoke about meeting with Eddie Campbell to discuss Senate and how to 

potentially improve the function of Senate. Additionally, she spoke about the UNB Act 
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review and clarified that the decision has been made not to follow any of the Student 

Union’s recommendations because the original plans to change the act are no longer 

happening. Finally, she spoke about Councillor Transition Reports and encouraged 

councillors to fill out a transition report. 

 

4.4 Vice President External (VP Saulnier) 

Vice President Saulnier notified Council of the Executive Evaluation Survey. 

Additionally, she spoke about a meeting she had to discuss city regulations and block 

parties. Furthermore, she spoke about David Coon’s round table which will discuss 

mental health. She explained that at the NBSA she spoke about the New Brunswick 

budget release and Council’s reaction to budget. Finally, she spoke about CASA having a 

campaign that student debt is family debt. With regards to CASA she also submitted a 

request to hire an Elections Coordinator to help with CASA’s Get Out The Vote 

Campaign. 

 

4.5 President Bailey 

President Bailey spoke about the budget lock-in. Additionally, he spoke about the tuition 

and grant freeze. Furthermore he spoke about Nova Scotia’s tuition reset. Finally, he 

spoke about Greek Letter Organizations with STU and explained he has yet to hear a 

response from the GLOs.  

 

4.6 Off-Campus Representative (Councillor Rouse) 

Councillor Rouse spoke about her councillor project; pamphlets about off-campus 

locations that are important for students to know and information about Town House. 

These pamphlets will be circulated with the final orientation package, the pamphlets also 

include advice on how to be a good neighbor. Additionally, she spoke about the 

Undergraduate Scholarship Committee. Finally, she explained that she has spoken with 

her successor; providing information about members of Council next year and members 

of Town House. 

 

4.7 Engineering Representative (Councillor Flanagan) 
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Councillor Flanagan explained that she’s been engaging with her constituents during 

classes and in Headhall, she’s also received positive feedback regarding the supplies in 

the Engineering Lounge. She explained that her councillor project was to support the 

Women in Engineering group. Finally, she explained that she is in the process of 

reviewing the Student Opinion Surveys that were distributed. 

 

4.8 Science Representative (Councillor LeBlanc) 

Councillor LeBlanc spoke about his councillor project: getting a microwave in the 

Science Concourse. Additionally, he spoke about the mural idea he had for his councillor 

project which he will continue in the fall. 

 

4.9 International Representative (Councillor Khan) 

Councillor Khan explained that this office hours are held via a webpage. He explained 

that his original councillor project had been to host a student food-bank; however, it was 

decided that it wouldn’t be feasible. He explained that his councillor project is now an 

environmental awareness campaign, not focusing on recycling but focusing on energy 

conservation. His councillor project has started in Headhall and will be expanded to all of 

the other academic buildings in the future. Additionally, he spoke about the International 

Student Committee and the International Student advisor. 

 

4.10 Kinesiology Representative (Councillor Rendell) 

Councillor Rendell explained that she also met with the Kinesiology Society and 

encouraged them to continue working with the Kinesiology Representatives. 

Additionally, she spoke about the Meet the Dean event that the Kinesiology Faculty 

hosted on the last day of classes: there was a very low turnout. Finally, she spoke about 

the Kinesiology Society trying to remove faculty members from the society because it’s 

limiting the students on the society. 

 

4.11 Engineering Representative (Councillor Morrissey) 

Councillor Morrissey spoke about the Women in Engineering Society launch which went 

well. Additionally, she talked about meeting with the EUS presidents (both outgoing and 
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ingoing) and encouraged the incoming president to stay in contact with the Engineering 

Representatives. 

 

4.12 Arts Representative (Councillor Collins) 

Councillor Collins spoke about his councillor project: the Arts Undergraduate Society, 

which will be voted on later in Council. He also spoke about Faculty Council, which 

Eddie Campbell attended, and the controversy surrounding the budget. 

 

4.13 Arts Representative (Councillor Gagnon) 

Councillor Gagnon spoke about the tension and hostility within the faculty. He explained 

that a member of the Board of Governors was present and was inquiring how to 

communicate or move forward with the faculty. 

 

4.14 Computer Science Representative (Councillor Reid) 

Councillor Reid spoke about his councillor project to increase the table space available in 

Guillain Hall to computer science students. He explained that there is an over-flow lab 

that can be used to create this space for his constituents.  

 

5. Announcements 

 

Vice President Saulnier encouraged Council to fill out the Executive Surveys. 

 

6. Question Period 

 

Councillor Rendell inquired whether or not it would be possible for the Executive to have 

a survey available at the half-way point. She explained that this way the information 

collected from the survey would be useful. Vice President Saulnier said that this is 

something that is going to be passed on to the next Executive.  

 

Senator Vangel inquired whether or not it’s possible to buy the Student Union Building 

back from the university. The building was lost in the eighties, the price of a new 
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building would be approximately 18 million dollars. According to the Donor Relations, 

this is not a priority. 

 

Councillor Boudreau inquired why no one signs the President’s time sheet. President 

Bailey explained that because of this he always goes to visit the women in the office 

upstairs so they know he’s there.  

 

Councillor Reid inquired when the dumpsters will be out for students who are moving 

out. Vice President Saulnier explained that the dumpster will be available in April until 

May. 

 

Councillor Rendell inquired whether or not the dumpsters could be put at the bottom of 

the hill instead of the top because students are more likely to walk down the hill with a 

couch than up. 

 

Senator Choi inquired about whether or not the Student Union could afford a new 

building or buying another space. 

 

Councillor Collins inquired about Policy Committee and Greek Letter Organizations. 

President Bailey explained that the GLOs were contacted in March and he met with the 

STU Student Union last week. He explained that the policies surrounding GLOs are 

going to be a multi-student-union work between UNB and STU. 

 

Senator Skinner inquired what the recommendation by the Student Union will be at the 

Board of Governors meeting regarding tuition. President Bailey explained that the stance 

on the tuition tax rebate is that the money should be used for student grants instead of a 

tax rebate after graduation. This is because 80% of students want more than 5,000$ a 

year. Only 2% of people who graduate actually stay in New Brunswick because of this. 

He explained that he knew it would be cut because Nova Scotia cut it. Additionally, he 

explained that the request is to have the money re-invested to remove Student Loan 
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interest. Finally, he explained that the Board of Governors has yet to have a meeting to 

discuss the recommendations.  

 

Councillor Murray inquired if there are any plans to push for accessibility concerns for 

students. Vice President Saulnier explained that this will be a priority next year because it 

didn’t come through this year. 

 

7. Hate Speech Motion- Councillor Collins 

 

Motion To UNBSU Council Concerning Hate Speech: 

 

WHEREAS the UNBSU represents the interests of all full time undergraduate UNB 

Fredericton students, and 

 

WHEREAS the UNBSU strives to foster a free, safe, and universally inclusive campus 

environment for all UNB Fredericton students, without discrimination based, race, 

language, national or ethnic origin, colour, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender 

identity, political beliefs, age, or mental or physical disability, 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the UNBSU reaffirm its support for a free and respectful campus 

environment at UNB Fredericton in which all students are free to exercise their right to 

freedom of expression to express their political beliefs, within the bounds established by 

sections 318 to 320 of the Criminal Code of Canada, without fear of retaliation in the 

form of hate speech, violence, threats of violence, or any analogous form of intimidation 

or discrimination. 

 

Moved by: Councillor Collins 

Seconded by: Councillor Murray 
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Councillor Murray explained that this movement is in response to the petition to abolish 

bilingualism in the province and the retaliation to Councillor Boudreau’s opinion article 

in the Brunswickan.  

 

Councillor Boudreau explained that he wrote an opinion piece in the Brunswickan about 

bilingualism and there was bad backlash from other UNB students; he explained that he 

was threatened both physically and legally. 

 

Discussion started that was called out of order by Chair Thompson.  

 

Vice President Thomas explained that this is a very simple decision: is the Student Union 

going to protect its constituents? 

 

Councillor Collins explained that this motion is to support the freedom of speech of the 

constituents, using the guidelines of freedom of speech from the Criminal Code of 

Canada. He explained that no such crime has been committed.  

 

Senator Choi inquired whether or not a similar motion was passed a few months ago. 

 

Councillor Boudreau explained that this motion is to show the stance of the Student 

Union; whether or not Council choose to protect the freedom of speech of the students at 

this university.  

 

Call to question: 

Moved by: President Bailey 

Seconded by: Councillor Murray 

Unanimous vote. 

 

Hate Speech Motion passes. 

 

8. Strike Surplus Update- President Bailey 
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President Bailey spoke about the proposal for the Strike Surplus Fund; the university is 

asking the Student Union what to do with the excess funds. The proposal is due at the 

Board of Governors meeting in May. UNB Saint John sent in their proposal for the Strike 

Surplus Fund three weeks prior to this meeting and recently have sent President Bailey 

the proposal. The Saint John Student Union decided to use the money in addition to their 

50
th

 Anniversary Scholarship and the remaining amount distributed to the pre-existing 

scholarships. President Bailey explained the scholarships that the Student Union currently 

have. He explained that the Student Union Bursary is purely based on student financial 

need, which he thinks would be the best place to put the money towards. The money from 

the university would add up to approximately 6,000$ each year in scholarships.  

A discussion ensued about whether or not to put the money into multiple smaller 

scholarships or a handful of greater scholarships.  

Motion to recommend six 1,000$ scholarships: 

Moved by: Councillor Rendell 

Seconded by: Councillor Murray 

Motion passes unanimously. 

9. Clubs and Societies Policy Changes- Vice President MacMackin 

Vice President MacMackin explained that these policy changes are for part five of the Clubs 

& Societies Policy as well as part C of the Financial Policy. Vice President MacMackin 

explained that the changes include clarification of policies and creating/ editing policies that 

were already being used by the Vice President Finance & Operations. Policy #3 states that no 

club or society will be eligible to receive more than 8.5% of the total clubs and societies 

budget, approximately 6,970$. Policy #4 states that clubs and societies who are already 

granted funding are lower in priority than clubs or societies who have yet to access funds 

from the Student Union. 

Discussion ensued about whether the 8.5% cap per club or society is reasonable or 

unreasonable. 
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Motion that Clubs and Societies Policy be adopted as amended 

Motion passes unanimously. 

10. Ratification of Clubs & Societies- Vice President MacMackin 

Motion 1: 

Ratification of UNB Arts Undergraduate Society.  

Moved by: VP MacMackin 

Seconded by: Thomas VP  

Motion passes unanimously. 

Motion 2: 

Ratification of Acadian Francophone/Francophile Student Association (AFFSA), a club 

that supports bilingualism within New Brunswick and Canada. This association will 

promote Acadian and Francophone culture for all students.  

Moved by: VP MacMackin 

Seconded by: Councillor Collins 

Motion passes unanimously. 

 

11. Discussion Point: By-Law 2 Section 30 & 31 Student Union Elections – Councillor 

Khan 

Councillor Khan explained that he wants a discussion about candidate slates and will forward 

this issue to Policy Committee. He expressed that the policies surrounding candidate slates to 

equalize the standards to other students running in Student Union election. 

Councillor Collins clarified that Councillor Khan wants the policies surrounding slates to be 

reviewed by Policy Committee. 

Senator MacAvoy explained that running in slates may give an unfair advantage. 

Councillor Mercier explained that not everyone who ran in a slate won the election. 

Discussion continued. 
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BE IT RESOLVED that Policy Committee review the policies regarding slates and report to 

next year’s Executive.  

Moved by: Vice President Thomas 

Seconded by: President Bailey 

Motion passes unanimously. 

12. Discussion Point: Councillor Project “What Is Leadership?” – Councillor Daley 

Councillor Daley explained that he was looking for feedback on his “What is Leadership?” 

councillor project. Councillor Daley received the following feedback: 

- It didn’t really have anything to do with Renaissance College from what students 

understood 

- It was good to have the posters posted in the SUB; however, that is the only place they 

were visible 

13. Discussion Point: Transferable Votes- Councillor Reid 

Councillor Reid explained that single transferable vote is a method of calculating votes 

during an election to best represent the population and the groups within the population. He 

explained that with this method voters rank candidates instead of voting for one candidate. 

Councillor Reid showed the following video to Council to explain in more detail what single 

transferable vote is: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l8XOZJkozfl. 

BE IT RESOLVED that council support electoral reform 

Moved by: Councillor Collins 

Seconded by: Councillor Reid 

Motion passes unanimously. 

14. Adjournment 

Motion to Adjourn. 

Movement of Adjournment: President Bailey 

Seconded by: Vice President Teague 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l8XOZJkozfl
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Motion passed unanimously. Meeting Adjourned. 


