
UNIVERSITY OF NEW BRUNSWICK STUDENT UNION: MEETING OF COUNCIL 

SEPTEMBER 21ST, 2014 

 

Absent: Bess Teague, Coleen Kavanagh, Emily Jackson, Wade Williams, Kurtis Layden, Mark 

Vangel, Tyler Coffin, Adam McAvoy, Emily Ripley, Lyle Skinner 

Sent Regrets: Coleen Kavanagh 

1. Call to Order 

 

Meeting Called to Order at 7:02pm by Chair Thompson 

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

 

Approval of Agenda: Councillor Morrissey 

Seconded by: Councillor Murray 

 

Amendments to the Agenda: President Bailey 

Add a new 6.6: Report of the Renaissance College Representative 

Add a new 6.12: Report of the CRO & DCRO (read by President Bailey) 

 

Motion passes unanimously. 

 

3. Approval of Appeals Board 

 

Motion 1: 

WHEREAS By-law 3 sets out the mandate and function of the Student Union Appeals 

Board   

WHEREAS the Appeals Board requires two law students be appointed by Council on 

recommendation from the Chair of Council, acting in the capacity as Chief Appeals 

Officer, to the Board as Associate Appeals Officers   

WHEREAS By-law 3 specifies that each recommended appointee be approved 

individually with 2/3rds vote from Council   

BE IT RESOLVED that Angus Smith, a law student in good standing, be appointed as 

Associated Appeals Officer of the Appeals Board.   

 

Moved by: President Bailey 

Seconded by: Councillor Murray 

 

Chair Thompson explained the purpose of the Appeals Board and the elected 

representatives as he is the Chief Appeals Officer.  
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Senator Choi inquired how the appointing process was performed for these two 

individuals. 

 

Chair Thompson explained that he has sole discretion on choosing the individuals with 

the requirements being: they cannot be a member of a committee of the union or an 

executive member of any of the clubs or societies of the union. Both of the chose 

individuals meet the requirements and are law students in good standing.  

 

Motion passes unanimously. 

 

Motion 2: 

BE IT RESOLVED that Bohdana Tkachuk, a law student in good standing, be appointed 

as Associate Appeals Officer of the Appeals Board 

 

Moved by: President Bailey 

Seconded by: VP Thomas 

 

Motion passes unanimously. 

 

Per By-law 3 the newly appointed members of the Appeals Board and The Chief Appeals 

Officer took an oath to faithfully, truly, and impartially to the best of their skills and 

knowledge fulfill and perform their positional duties.  

 

4. Chair’s Remarks 

 

Chair had no remarks. 

 

5. Approval of Minutes – September 21
st
, 2014 

 

Approval of Minutes: VP Thomas 

Seconded by: Councillor Reid 

 

Motion passes unanimously. 

 

6. Reports of Council 

 

6.1 Aboriginal Representative 

Councillor Inman spoke about her collaborations with the Director of the Mi’kmaq-

Maliseet Institute (MMI): she was introduced to the MMI staff, worked with Allan 

Sabattis (the Aboriginal Student Coordinator) to arrange classroom visits. She also spoke 
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at length about her discussions about having the Aboriginal culture more present on 

campus, creating a society for Aboriginal students, and improving the Aboriginal Student 

Lounge. Councillor Inman has access to the MMI social media resource (their Facebook 

page), which receives a lot of traffic and should promote her services to Aboriginal 

students. She continued to talk about social media in terms of creating a Twitter and 

hopes to have this accomplished soon. Finally, she spoke about recruiting students for the 

Aboriginal Committee.  

 

6.2 Accessibility Representative 

Councillor Murray spoke about his several meetings with President Bailey to discuss 

plans and ideas for this year, the Councillor’s ideas included: an anonymous e-mail 

service or people to share concerns, expanded on the idea of taking accessibility students 

to go skiing to eliminate stigma, and awareness campaigns about improving the 

conditions in the winter. Councillor Murray feels that the snow clearance is the most 

important issue he will work to fix this winter because it limits all the students, not just 

the students with disabilities.  

 

6.3  Engineering Representative 

Councillor Morrissey spoke about Orientation Week and the initiatives that both her 

Councillor Calvin took to make their services known. Councillor Morrissey also spoke 

about helping out at Student Union events such as the Book Buy and Sell, the election 

table, and Council Transition. Additionally, she spoke about the President’s Meeting and 

the EUS Council meeting, she explained how she promoted her services and advised that 

any Engineering issues, concerns, and questions be brought to her of Councillor Calvin. 

Regarding office hours, Councillor Morrissey explained that she has been actively 

communicating with her constituents and will be using those interactions in place of 

office hours. Finally, the councillor project for the Engineering Representatives includes: 

selling engineering paper for 2$ at the Book Buy and Sell, and replenishing the supplies 

and fixing the table in the Engineering Room.  

 

6.4  Kinesiology Representative  

Councillor Rendell explained that she has not set regular office hours due to the fact that 

the Kinesiology faculty does not have a building that people often use. She has been 

talking to people through the Kinesiology Society as well as in SafeRide. The majority of 

the feedback Councillor Rendell has received is that students have no idea of when events 

are happening (for example the concert.) In addition, Councillor Rendell spoke of 

volunteering at Student Union events and planning/promoting the Hunger Games and the 

New York Trip. Furthermore, for a councillor project she and Councillor Whelan are 

going to improve the Kinesiology Lounge and build a more welcoming environment that 
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students will want to go to. Finally, Councillor Rendell spoke of improving the 

Kinesiology Society. 

 

6.5  Residence Representative 

Councillor Rechnitzer explained that she has been event promoting at the dining halls on 

campus, as well as she encouraged students to vote and answered student questions about 

voting during the election. Regarding the by-election, she informed the Council that she 

has been encouraging students to run and vote when the voting is open. Furthermore, 

Councillor Rechnitzer explained that she is recruiting general members for the Residence 

Committee. Regarding Mental Health Committee, she discussed going to the meeting, 

being a part of the My Definition Campaign, and spoke with VP Thomas on CBC Radio. 

With Mental Health Awareness Week approaching, Councillor Rechnitzer explained that 

she has been assisting in the planning of an evening Coffee House. Finally, Councillor 

Rechnitzer has decided to create a newsletter after each council meeting that will be sent 

to Proctors to share with their fellow housemates.  

 

6.6 Renaissance College Representative (read by President Bailey) 

President Bailey explained that Councillor Daley will not be making formal office hours 

due to the small size of his faculty. The feedback Councillor Daley received from 

Renaissance College students was that there needs to be an improvement in the transition 

of information from UNB to RC. Regarding councillor project, Councillor Daley wants to 

involve UNB Renaissance with Leadership Week in the second semester. Finally, 

Renaissance College will be hosting a Coffee House on October 16
th

.  

 

6.7 Vice President – Student Services (read by VP Saulnier) 

Vice President Saulnier explained that the attendance for the Rich Aucoin concert was 

very low but she learned a lot regarding planning and organization. Spoke briefly about 

the Winter Carnival and that the tentative performer will be Hey Rosetta. According to 

VP Teague the Down With Webster concert was the best use of Student Union money, 

regarding attendance. Regarding the Great Computer Giveaway, there are still two 

laptops to give away. On the topic of SafeRide, Vice President Teague has a lot of 

applicants to consider for the available position of a SafeRide driver and is in the process 

of choosing the new driver. Finally, concerning the Grocery Coupon Program, it has been 

ten years that this program has been running and this year 15,000 dollars has been raised 

to help UNB students.  

 

6.8 Vice President – Finance & Operations 

Vice President MacMackin spoke about the contract with Pizza Delight and that he has 

been contacted by Panago Pizza and they would like to provide pizza to UNB, also. 

There is not an exclusivity clause in the contract with Pizza Delight, so he will be 
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communicating with Panago about details at a later date. Regarding the website, there are 

some glitches and Vice President MacMackin has been working on improving the 

website and would like feedback on the progress on the website. Concerning 

Clubs/Societies there are a lot of people interested in ratifying clubs. Concerning the 

organization of the general ledger, there is a lot of clutter and VP MacMackin will be 

focusing on cleaning up the ledger to help elevate some confusion for future Student 

Union Executives.  

 

6.9 Vice President – Internal 

Vice President Thomas spoke at length about Mental Health Awareness Week and the 

events that will be happening during the week such as the URec Practical Meditation 

Session, the Schizophrenia Awareness Night at the DECH, Stigma Slam, and the Coffee 

House/Art Show. The Mental Health Committee has been working hard to plan these 

events as well as the many volunteers. Additionally, VP Thomas has been having a lot of 

meetings with IOSC Nominating processes; she has been filling in positions on available 

committees. Furthermore, she held a meeting with the organizers and volunteers of Book 

Buy and Sell to discuss what went well and areas to improve upon for next semester. 

Moreover, VP Thomas has been in many meetings with councillors about their councillor 

projects and encourages all councillors to set an appointment with her to discuss their 

plans. Finally, VP Thomas has met with a lot of Varsity Reds that are interested in doing 

an anti-homophobia campaign.  

 

6.10 Vice President – External 

Vice President Saulnier spoke briefly about the Cultural Café. She also talked about the 

meeting with Tony Secco and spoke about international students, mental health, and 

student engagement; the meeting went well and helps keep communication open. 

Additionally, VP Saulnier and President Bailey were interviewed by the Brunswickan 

about the University of New Brunswick Student Union’s opinion of the election results. 

Furthermore, information about Mental Health Week was forwarded to all of the Student 

Union’s media resources to promote the events. Moreover, Vice President Saulnier is 

looking at a review process to review external organizations and this will be a focus of 

External Committee this year. Regarding Canadian Alliance of Student Associations 

(CASA), there has been discussion about ways to review CASA and how to relay that 

information to the NBSA. VP Saulnier also talked to representatives from Mount Royal 

and Western about their review policies. Regarding the election, she talked to David 

Coon about having a round table with members from the UNBSU and Saint Thomas 

University Student Union. Inspire Democracy was very informative and provided VP 

Saulnier with a lot of useful information. Finally, the documentary 25% will come to 

campus. 
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6.11 President 

President Bailey spoke about committee appointments and how he’s on the committee 

that is looking for a New Vice President of Finance for the University. Briefly mentioned 

that the arbitration results between Faculty and Administration are available: the 

arbitrator awarded more than what UNB asked for but not as much as the Faculty asked 

for. Additionally, President Bailey was busy dealing with elections fall out, the final 

number was approximately 2,833 students, which is more than prior years. Finally, 

President Bailey has been setting up the new office downtown and transferring files. 

 

6.12 Chief Returning Officer & Deputy Chief Returning Officer (read by President 

Bailey) 

Present Bailey mentioned that there are two candidates running for Engineering 

Representative, two candidates running for LBGTQ Representative, and candidates 

unopposed for International Student Representative and Forestry Representative. 

Nomination for Forestry was extended to allow the position to be filled. Voting starts the 

14
th

 of October and will be done through E-Services. Finally, the CRO and DCRO have 

been monitoring the campaigns and emails closely. 

 

7. Announcements 

 

VP Saulnier spoke about the Random Acts of Kindness Day on November 7
th

 there will 

be a coffee giveaway or something to that effect. It’s through The Fredericton 

Community Foundation and the organization has approached the school to participate in 

this day’s activities.  

 

VP Thomas there are a lot of student vacancies on committees including: Admissions/ 

Curriculum, Student Standings and Promotions, Teaching Excellence and Policies, 

Technology Services, and Undergraduate Scholarships. 

 

Councillor Rechnitzer inquired about the meaning of IOSC. VP Thomas replied that she 

is unsure of the official title; however, it is a group of student senators who vote on 

approval of people for a position. 

 

Councillor Rendell is looking to recruit help for the Hunger Games, which is also a 

fundraiser for Shinerama.  

 

VP Thomas spoke about the Council Transition for the elected candidates of the by-

election on October 25
th

 and members of council that missed Council Transition are 

encouraged to go.  
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Councillor Murray is looking for a councillor to sit on the Accessibilities Committee. 

 

Councillor Reid mentioned that the Computer Science Association is having an event on 

October 25
th

, 2014 for Extra Life. Participants play videogames for 24 hours to raise 

money for a cause. 

 

8. Question Period 

 

Councillor Rendell asked President Bailey when his office hours are because they are not 

posted. President Bailey answered that his hours are 8:30am until 4:30pm but also has 

class and NBSA affairs, but he will post official hours soon. 

 

Councillor Rechnizter inquired if the Woodsmen team wants to promote their 

competition and if they want people attending. VP MacMackin said that they asked for 

promotion and funding. They have not asked about transportation because the team is still 

working on their financial request. 

 

Councillor Rechnitzer asked President Bailey why the voting poles used to be open for 

thirty days and this year they were open for five. President Bailey explained that 

Elections New Brunswick had a space in the Student Union Building for elections before 

this year; however, the goal changed to have the poles in an area of high foot traffic and 

visibility.  

 

Councillor Daley ask VP Thomas if there are posters for Mental Health Awareness Week 

that can be given to him to put around Renaissance College. VP Thomas explained that 

poster isn’t always the most effective form of communication; however, she does have 

potters that Councillor Daley can put up around Renaissance College. She mentioned that 

there is an event on Facebook and she has really been promoting that form of 

communication. 

 

Councillor Calvin asked for VP MacMackin to repeat the date of the Woodsmen 

competition. VP MacMackin answered the question. 

 

9. Discussion Point on UNBSU Engagement- Councillor LeBlanc 

 

Councillor LeBlanc spoke about the large portion of the UNB student population that 

doesn’t know what is going on with the Student Union and if they hear anything they 

may not understand what it is. His goal as councillor would be to make the students more 

aware of what the Student Union and what the councillors do for them.  
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Councillor Murray explained that student engagement and understanding has always been 

a problem and it is the job of the councillors to make the students aware. Councillor 

Murray suggests that all councillors should be as vocal and outgoing as possible to 

increase the knowledge of students. 

Councillor Rechnitzer explained that at Council Transition there was a lot of 

brainstorming about ideas on how to improve these issues.  

President Bailey said that he will find the list that was written down and will send the 

notes out to Council.  

Councillor Inman stated that she would like Student Union shirts. 

Councillor LeBlanc explained that he would not have a problem paying for a Student 

Union shirt, if they were ordered.  

Vice President Saulnier will look into Student Union shirts and inform Council at the 

next meeting. Also, mentioned that advertising the new logo would be a good touch.  

Councillor Collins mentioned the idea of lanyards to wear during the day, to be available 

and identifiable at all times around campus.  

Vice President Thomas said that she thinks that the idea of being actively involved rather 

than passively involved in Student Union duties is something that Council is trying to 

improve on.  

Vice President MacMackin advised any Councillor with an idea, such as t-shirts or 

lanyards, should send him an email so he can determine whether or not the idea is 

feasible.  

Councillor Michaud suggested Student Union members having to wear nametags during 

office hours. 

Councillor LeBlanc said that nametags is definitely an effective way to identify yourself 

as a Councillor.  

Councillor Gagnon suggested that a lanyard or a nametag would be better for the purpose 

it serves because council members are not going to be expected to wear the same shirt 

every day. Lanyards are, also very cost-effective. 

Vice President MacMackin clarified that nametags are more likely to be read and noticed 

than a lanyard because more students that live in Residence wear lanyards. 

Vice President Saulnier informed Council that she has written down all the ideas 

discussed and will be checking into each of them.  

Councillor Calvin suggested using Valley printing. 

 

10. Revised Budget- Vice President – Finance & Operations 
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The Finance Committee met and discussed the budget and they didn’t see fit to make any 

changes to what was in the council documents two weeks ago. Vice President 

MacMackin opened the floor to questions regarding the budget. No questions were asked.  

BE IT RESOLVED that Council approved the 2014-2015 Revised Budget. 

Moved by: VP MacMackin 

Seconded by: Councillor Rendell 

 

VP Saulnier stated the importance of reading the budget. 

 

Councillor Daley inquired about Internal Programming and the budget of 2,000.00$. VP 

MacMackin explained that Internal Programming is everything that Lee organizes, 

originally (last year) it was 2,000.00$; however, VP Thomas took on the additional task 

of Mental Health Awareness Week so it was decided that the budget for that section 

would need an increase to cover the costs of the speakers.  

 

Senator Choi stated during the Council Transition there was discussion of increasing the 

revenue of the Student Union. Senator Choi inquired what plans are in progress to make 

those discussions reality. VP MacMackin explained that currently the Union is utilizing 

what they have, any further discussions with happen with Finance Committee and then be 

presented at Council.  

 

President Bailey spoke further increasing the revenue of the Student Union by 

mentioning the by-laws that state that Finance Committee reviews the budget and include 

the costs of business, reiterating that the Finance Committee would be the first to have 

this information. Additionally, President Bailey mentioned that the fee has not been 

changed in a number of years.  

 

Motion passes unanimously. 

 

11. Ratification of Clubs and Societies- Vice President – Finance & Operations  

 

Motion 1: 

Ratification of the new departmental group under the Engineering Faculty: The 

Electrical, Computer, and Software Engineering Society. There are over 200 people 

registered for this society. This society aims to provide social and academic interaction 

between members. All Electrical, Computer, and Software Engineering students are 

members, as well as, the outside world.  

 

Moved by: VP MacMackin 
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Seconded by: VP Thomas 

 

Councillor Murray inquired that if the description of the group includes outside members 

are council members allowed to ratify this society.  

 

Councillor Morrissey stated that this society was previously ratified and when the 

executives of the society changed they did not ratify themselves. Councillor Morrissey 

stated that because of this error the society had to undergo the entire process of 

ratification again.  

 

VP MacMackin agreed with what Councillor Morrissey stated and replied to Councillor 

Murray by explaining that clubs and societies can be opened to anybody; however, 

executive members must be fifty percent undergraduate students.  

 

Motion passes unanimously. 

 

Motion 2: 

Ratification of the UNB Rocket Club. The UNB Rocket Club is dedicated to those with a 

passion of rocket propulsion and aerospace. The club will offer members the opportunity 

to build and fly a model rocket, as well as, participate in group outings. Students can gain 

hands-on experience through team projects such as designing and test-driving rockets.  

 

Moved by: VP MacMackin 

Seconded by: President Bailey 

 

Councillor Boudreau requested to see the poster that accompanied the proposal of 

ratification.  

 

Councillor Gagnon inquired if this group is firing model rockets on campus whether there 

will be appropriate safety precautions taken. 

 

Senator Choi inquired whether the UNB Rocket Club had insurance and if not would the 

Student Union be liable for any mishaps.  

 

President Bailey explained that the group does have insurance, will take precautionary 

measures, and will contact the proper authorities. Additionally, President Bailey 

mentioned that if any activity from this group is deemed unacceptable the Council has the 

power to de-ratify the group. 
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Vice President MacMackin explained that UNB does have a policy that provides 

coverage to clubs and societies; however, there is some liability on Council. There are, 

also, similar clubs on campus with equally dangerous practices.  

 

Motion passes unanimously. 

 

Motion 3: 

Ratification of the group UNB Students for Partners in Health Canada. Students for 

Partners in Health Canada is a Canadian movement across nearly a dozen campuses 

nationally to support the missions of Partners in Health Canada. The goal is to gather a 

group of students who are passionate about global health equity and spreading awareness 

about PIHC. This group plans to work to educate students about global health, advocate 

for social justice, and fundraise to support PIHC’s efforts.   

 

Moved by: VP MacMackin 

Seconded by: Councillor Murray  

 

Vice President Thomas inquired whether or not PIHC is associated with any type of 

political party. Vice President MacMackin stated that they are not, to the best of his 

knowledge. 

 

Councillor Calvin inquired whether this health initiative group will overlap with existing 

health initiative groups on campus. Vice President MacMackin stated that in terms of the 

club’s mission they will overlap. However, the object of the club is to a) educate students 

in the community about inequities in global health care, b) advocate for equal healthcare 

and free healthcare for the poor, c) fundraise to support these initiatives and Partners in 

Health Canada’s efforts in Haiti and Rwanda, and d) represent PIHC as a recognized 

student group. It is objective c that overlaps with existent health initiative groups.   

 

Councillor Daley inquired as to which groups the Students for Partners in Health Canada 

overlaps with. Vice President MacMackin listed the following: Global Brigades, 

MedLife, and two or three additional groups.  

 

President Bailey notified Council that last year there was discussion about health 

initiative groups and what the stance of the Student Union is on groups that fundraise for 

objectives such as these. In result, Policy Committee came up with suggestions and 

President Bailey suggests that Council review the suggestions from Policy Committee 

last year and make decisions about these groups at a later group.  
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Councillor Gagnon stated that Health Canada is a part of the Federal Government of 

Canada UNB will be promoting advocacy for the Federal Government.  

 

Vice President MacMackin clarified that Partners in Health is the organization and 

Canada signifies the chapter of this organization.   

 

Motion passes unanimously. 

 

12. Adjournment 

 

Motion to Adjourn 

Approval of Adjournment: VP Thomas 

Seconded by: Councillor Calvin 

 

Motion passed unanimously. Meeting Adjourned. 

 

 


