
UNIVERSITY OF NEW BRUNSWICK STUDENT UNION: MEETING OF COUNCIL 

NOVEMBER 16
TH

, 2014 

 

Absent: Jessica Dobson, Alec Boudreau, Kastina Inman, Sarah Rouse, Wade Williams, Adam 

McAvoy, Colleen Kavanagh, Greg Bailey, Lyle Skinner, Nicole Saulnier, Arielle Rechnitzer, 

Tyler Coffin, Muhammad Kan 

Sent Regrets: Greg Bailey, Alec Boudreau, Nicole Saulnier 

1. Call to Order 

 

Meeting Called to Order at 7:00pm by Chair Thompson 

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

 

Approval of Agenda: Councillor LeBlanc 

Seconded by: Councillor Morrissey 

 

Amendments to the Agenda: Councillor Reid 

Remove 6.1: Report of the Aboriginal Representative as she is not present 

 

Amendments to the Agenda: Councillor Collins 

Add a new 6.8: Report of the Arts Representative 

 

Amendments to the Agenda: Councillor Gagnon 

Add a new 6.8: Report of the Arts Representative 

 

Amendments to the Agenda: Vice President Thomas 

Move the Ratification of Clubs and Societies from 14 to 5 

 

*Adjustment made to all the aforementioned admendements* 

 

Amendments to the Agenda: Vice President MacMackin 

The Orientation Hiring Committee will be addressed by Vice President MacMackin not 

Vice President Teague 

 

Motion passes unanimously. 

 

3. Chair’s Remarks 

 

Chair introduced himself to the new councillors and drew attention to section 10 of the 

procedures policy which will be enforced tonight, reports are to be kept to two minutes in 

length.  
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4. Election Results- CRO/DCRO (Read by Vice President Thomas) 

 

Motion to Ratify Election Results (VP Thomas): 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that Council accept the 2014 By-Election results as outlined in the 

CRO Report that was circulated. 

 

Moved by: VP Thomas 

Seconded by: Councillor Murray 

 

Motion passes unanimously. 

 

5. Ratification of Clubs and Societies – Vice President MacMackin 

Motion 1: 

Ratification of UNB Education Society, used to be ratified and lost their status due to 

inactivation. Faculty Society that hosts events for their constituents.   

Moved by: VP MacMackin 

Seconded by: VP Thomas  

Motion passes unanimously. 

 

Motion 2: 

Ratification of UNB Economics Society, Faculty Society that hosts events for their 

constituents.    

Moved by: VP MacMackin 

Seconded by: Councillor Reid  

Motion passes unanimously. 

 

Motion 3: 

Ratification of Fossil Free UNB, an organization focused on climate justice, social 

change, and raising awareness of the social impacts of fossil fuel investment at UNB and 

in New Brunswick. The primary goal of this organization is to have UNB remove 
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investments in the top 200 fossil fuel extracting companies and to have the money 

invested in greener, cleaner, risk-free options. Part of this group involves raising 

awareness of the clean energy sectors in New Brunswick. Fossil Free UNB is inspired by 

Divest an international movement started by 350.org that is working toward achieving 

climate/environmental justice. 

Moved by: VP MacMackin 

Seconded by: VP Thomas 

VP Thomas inquired what the difference is between Fossil Free UNB and Green UNB. 

VP MacMackin replied that Green UNB is more specifically about green initiatives; 

whereas, Fossil Free UNB focuses on Divest.   

Senator Vangel inquired if the vote was being deferred until the difference between the 

two clubs (Green UNB and Fossil Free UNB) were determined.  

VP MacMackin repeated his explanation on how the two clubs differ. 

Councillor Daley inquired what occurs if the two clubs begin to overlap. 

VP Thomas explained that collaborations are encouraged.  

Motion passes unanimously. 

Motion 4: 
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raternities on campus that are recognized and not ratified, meaning they are not eligible 

for funding through the Student Union. The Psi Lambda Phi Fraternity is built on the 

ideals of seizing opportunity, acting with integrity, and coming together in solidarity with 

each other and with all of humanity. The Psi Lambda Phi Fraternity is a social fraternity; 

however, they have strong emphasis on philanthropy and brotherhood. 

Moved by: VP MacMackin 

Seconded by: Councillor Murray 

Councillor Gagnon inquired whether recognition creates a legal connection between the 

fraternity and the Student Union.  

VP MacMackin responded that they would be no more legally responsible for this 

fraternity than they already are with other fraternities on campus that are recognized. 
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Councillor Collins inquired as to what the differences between this fraternity and other 

fraternities already existent on campus are. 

The Psi Lambda Phi Fraternity Spokesperson responded that all fraternities are founded 

on different principles. This fraternity shares core ideals with other fraternities on 

campus, such as philanthropy; however, their founding principles are different. 

Senator Choi inquired as to what the activities and guiding principles of the organization 

are. 

The Psi Lambda Phi Fraternity Spokesperson explained that they work hard to be the best 

of organizations in the Greek Life group. He emphasized that they are involved with 

community youth and do community services. Solidarity, integrity, and opportunity are 

their core principles.  

Vice President Thomas inquired whether or not the group is trans-inclusive and LGBTQ 

friendly.  

The Psi Lambda Phi Fraternity Spokesperson replied that they are and that in their 

constitution they recognize the STU/UNB guidelines of inclusivity. Also, he mentioned 

that members of this fraternity have been involved with groups such as Spectrum. 

Finally, he mentioned no need to include a part in their constitution explaining that the 

group accepts people who identify as LGBTQ because it undermines their core values. 

The group believes that people from different backgrounds should be involved together in 

a group to learn from each other. 

22-1 vote in favor of recognition of the group. 

Motion passes. 

 

6. Approval of Minutes – October 19
th

, 2014 

 

Approval of Minutes: Councillor Leblanc 

Seconded by: Councillor Reid 

 

Motion passes unanimously. 

 

7. Reports of Council 

7.1 Business Representative 

Councillor Michaud spoke about sending four business students to a conference in 

Florida which went well. She also explained to Council that the Business Society sent 

five students to the Eastern Leadership Conference which, also, went well. Additionally 
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spoke about the events that the Business Society has hosted including: a BBQ, 

paintballing, a pub crawl, a movie night, etc. Furthermore, Councillor Michaud met with 

the Dean of Business. She, also, spoke briefly about the committees she is sitting on. 

Finally, she spoke about her councillor projects: first semester she will be organizing a 

50/50 draw with a non-perishable food item. Half of the food collected will go to the 

Faculty First Year Experience and the other half will go to the student who wins. Second 

Semester she will be organizing a silent auction on behalf of the Business Society. 

 

7.2 LGBTQ Representative 

Councillor Mercier spoke about her plans for office hours on Tuesdays. Finally, she 

spoke about continuing the gender neutral initiative at the Student Union Building. 

 

7.3 Kinesiology Representative 

Councillor Whalen spoke about her active initiatives such as participating on the Kin 

Trail Clean-Up, talking to students in between classes, and at the Student Union Building. 

She received a lot of positive feedback regarding the hypnotist and people explained that 

they would like to see more similar events. Additionally, her constituents mentioned that 

they are often unaware of when events are until the day of. Regarding the Kinesiology 

councillor project Councillor Whalen and Councillor Rendell are hoping to improve the 

Kin Lounge by adding a Wall-Talker and various other things. Finally, Councillor 

Whalen explained that she has been involved in searching for someone to do a TEDX 

talk. 

 

7.4  Vice President – Student Services  

Vice President Teague spoke about working with other Atlantic Province schools to book 

the Spice Girl Cover Band. Also, she mentioned that the Great Computer Giveaway is 

still happening and computers are still being handed out to students in need. Additionally, 

she discussed a Safe Ride Driver Handbook and having a meeting with all the Safe Ride 

drivers to improve upon complaints that students using the service have. Furthermore, 

Tony Lee Hypnotist was a great success and she explained that this was the best event 

thus far. Vice President Teague also explained that the Hunger Games event went well. 

Finally, Vice President Teague talked about attending the conference COCA East, which 

is a conference for all of the Vice Presidents of Student Services in Atlantic Canada. 

During this conference they discussed poor turnout rates, block booking acts, Atlantic 

Canadian musician performers and many other topics. 

 

7.5 Vice President – Finance & Operations 

Vice President MacMackin spoke about spot-auditing the general ledger and correcting 

mistakes found in charges. Additionally, he spoke of the need to “clean up” the ledger 
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(such as removing old clubs and society accounts). Finally, briefly mentioned the 

Orientation Hiring Committee. 

 

7.6 Vice President – Internal 

Vice President Thomas spoke about De-Stress Fest and the need for volunteers. 

Additionally, she spoke of the Dog Room which will occur on December 1
st
 and 2

nd
 

which will be happening between 6:30pm-8pm. Furthermore, she discussed the East 

Coast Student Leadership Conference and her presentation on the Student Union and the 

focus on Mental Health Awareness, such as MyDefinition. A lot of other schools are 

interested in bringing MyDefinition to their campuses, which is good; however, it is 

currently in the process of being trademarked so process is at a halt. Also, there will be a 

MyDefinition video, production starts next week. Finally, Vice President Thomas 

explained that the Councillor Talking Points are an assistive tool to help councillors talk 

to their constituents.  

 

7.7 Vice President – External 

Vice President Saulnier was unable to attend the meeting and in favor of time her 

Executive Report was not read. 

 

7.8 President 

President Bailey was unable to attend the meeting and in favor of time his Executive 

Report was not read.  

 

7.9 Arts Representative  

Councillor Collins spoke about Wednesday office hours at the Harriet Irving Library. He 

spoke about his communication efforts such as polling on the Arts Undergraduate 

Facebook page. Additionally, he spoke about the proposal for the Undergraduate Arts 

Society. Finally, spoke briefly about Faculty Council and the Language and Cultures 

Studies Department.  

 

7.10 Arts Representative  

Councillor Gagnon spoke about his office hours. He also spoke about the Arts Trivia 

night that was unsuccessful. Additionally, the debate at the Arts Faculty Council was 

regarding the Culture and Language Studies wanting to change their name to Culture and 

Media Studies, suspending a number of courses. This debate did not include anything 

regarding the students, so Councillor Gagnon will inquire whether or not students were 

involved in this decision and why or why not.  

 

8. Announcements 
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VP Thomas advised Council that two councillors have resigned for personal reasons: 

Arielle Rechnitzer the Residence Representative and Wade Williams the Business 

Representative. 

 

Councillor Rendell spoke about the New York trip for New Years and the deadline for 

registration and payment. Additionally, she mentioned the deadline for the applications of 

Orientation Chair and Shine Chair.  

 

Councillor Murray would like all those who are involved in the Accessibilities 

Committee to email him whether or not they are available on weekends. 

 

VP Teague stated that there are tables still available for the Holiday Bazaar and that they 

are still looking for entertainment for that event.  

 

VP Thomas stated that the Executive are doing a secondary Brew & A to engage with 

students.  

 

VP MacMackin stated that the International Association is hosting a Salsa Social at the 

Student Union Building.  

 

9. Question Period 

 

Councillor Reid inquired if MyDefinition was created by VP Thomas. VP Thomas 

informed Councillor Reid that it is a produce of the Student Union. 

 

Councillor Gagnon inquired what the complaints against SafeRide drivers were. VP 

Teague informed Council that there were complaints of driving skills and driver attitudes. 

VP Teague also mentioned that she went on a one hour drive with all the drivers who 

were reported as “dangerous” and saw nothing wrong with their driving abilities.  

 

Councillor Rendell mentioned that SafeRide drives over 60 students per night so that 

sometimes interferes with driving students home. 

 

10. NBSA Presentation- Pat Joyce, Executive Director 

 

Pat Joyce gave a presentation about the NBSA which included the following topics: 

a. Introducing the NBSA and the mission statement/ values of the organization 

b. Explaining the meaning of lobbying and advocacy 

c. The importance of provincial advocacy 
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d. Election 2014 

e. Priorities for this year (from the elections) 

f. Previous NBSA successes 

g. How NBSA is governed and how VP Saulnier and President Bailey are involved 

 

Some key points include:  

- The Liberal government took advice from NBSA regarding removing 

parental/spousal contributions in the evaluation of Student Loans 

- The Liberal government also took advice from NBSA to emphasize the importance of 

Mental Health 

- Degrees of Prosperity was the document circulated to all parties running in the 

election and featured recommendations about Student Loans, University 

accountability, Student Mental Health, etc.  

- A four year funding forecast has been discussed by the current government, which 

means that the tuition will be forecasted for the duration of an Undergraduate 

program 

- The NBSA has suggested that a tuition freeze occur until Provincial Funding reaches 

the National Average 

 

11. Orientation Hiring Committee- Vice President MacMackin 

 

VP MacMackin read, “Hiring Committee should consist of Student Development 

Coordinator, UNBSU Vice President of Finance & Operations, outgoing UNBSU 

Shinerama and Orientation Chairs, and one member from the UNBSU Council who is 

appointed by Council.”  

 

Motion: Approval of Councillor Murray 

Moved by: VP MacMackin 

Seconded by: Councillor Toombs 

Motion passes unanimously. 

12. Greek Council Discussion- Vice President MacMackin 

 

VP MacMackin explained that the issue of a Greek Council was discussed last year; 

however, it was at the end of the term. He read Greek Societies, Fraternities, and 

Sororities the Issues, “There is no outline relating specifically to Greek Societies in 

UNBSU Policy, in the past Greek Societies have been deemed ineligible for ratification 

because by its very nature a gender based society would be in violation of the Clubs and 

Societies Policy.” Additionally, worries around hazing and “Rush Week” processes are 
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also of concern. A Greek Council has been discussed as a governing body, overlooking 

fraternities and sororities. Furthermore, VP MacMackin read that the previous Council 

discussed ratifying group and societies that do not meet all of the criteria. Additionally, 

there are strict policies and rules against hazing. The previous Council also determined 

that there is no reason why fraternities and sororities are not ratified should they meet all 

appropriate criteria according to Council. Moreover, in Atlantic Canada and Ontario there 

are Greek Councils that function well. The Greek Councils amalgamates the fraternities 

and sororities into one body and that body is ratified by the UNBSU and the Greek 

Council is responsible for any actions performed by the fraternities and sororities. 

Finally, VP MacMackin explained that the fraternities and sororities in Fredericton are 

drafting a Greek Council Constitution so it is something Council should discuss.  

 

Councillor Murray inquired if the Student Union ratified a Greek Council than would the 

legal obligations of the Student Union be changed. 

 

Councillor Morrissey inquired if STU has fraternities or sororities. 

 

Councillor Gagnon expressed concern regarding fraternities and sororities, using the 

examples of the United States. Concerns including sexual abuse, binge drinking, stigma, 

and death. He stated that he does not believe that a fraternities or sororities are necessary 

to be involved with charities, the houses on residence each have a charity. He does not 

believe that this is something that should be considered. 

 

Councillor Collins agreed with Councillor Gagnon. He stated that despite a Greek 

Council the Student Union is still somewhat legally responsible. He also mentioned that 

having a secondary council may allow the fraternities and sororities more “wiggle room” 

to disobey the rules. He does agree that these groups can exist; however, they do not need 

to be ratified.  

 

VP MacMackin explained that the Student Union would still be legally accountable. 

Additionally, Saint Thomas does not ratify or recognize fraternities or sororities.  

 

VP Thomas stated the difference between the fraternities in the United States and those in 

Canada. Additionally, she explained that when fraternities and sororities are given more 

legitimacy they are held more accountable for their actions. For example, at Dalhousie 

University they follow municipal and provincial laws and university policies. She 

expressed the need for more oversight regarding these types of clubs and that Greek Life 

Societies are helpful and have been working at other universities.  

 

Councillor Calvin inquired who reviews the accusations of hazing. 
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Councillor Rendell inquired whether the Greek Council will be similar to the EUS 

because all of the engineering societies are part of the Student Union; therefore, the 

societies are still held accountable. Also, whether or not we ratify these groups they will 

continue to exist and will continue to do what they do without a body governing them.  

 

Councillor Murray inquired that if the Student Union created a Greek Council would the 

Greek Council have to report to the Student Union? 

 

VP MacMackin explained that the Greek Council would have to report to the Student 

Union. Additionally, hazing would be reviewed by Student Services. Finally, the Greek 

Council would be similar to the EUS; however, the societies involved in Greek Council 

would not be ratified individually.  

 

Councillor Irma Sapi explained the rules regarding Greek Life and the secrecy involved 

with fraternities and sororities. She advised working around Greek Life Laws and the 

secrecy issues. 

 

VP Thomas explained that ratification does not mean that the Union has control over that 

group. She mentioned that students involved in fraternities and sororities often are happy 

with them and enjoy being a part of those groups. Additionally, she mentioned that the 

Student Union I supposed to encourage that people feel connected and a part of the 

university which is what these groups provide for some students. Finally, she reminded 

Council that the Greek Council can be un-ratified.  

 

Councillor Calvin suggested that the head of Greek Life (if it becomes ratified) should 

become a councillor and have to give monthly reports to Council. 

 

Councillor Collins explained that fraternities and sororities should allow anyone who 

identifies as the opposite sex to be a member of their club; they should not be gender 

exclusive. 

 

Councillor Layden inquired whether there have been any issue with these groups to date. 

 

Senator Choi suggested looking at the facts rather than speculating. He also mentioned 

giving these groups the opportunity to defend themselves and explain themselves.  

 

Councillor Gagnon spoke to the issue of secrecy and their abilities to exclude others 

without having to give appropriate reason.  
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Councillor Rendell suggested that Councillors not judge the groups for being called a 

fraternity or sorority because they have negative affiliations. Also, she mentioned that the 

Union is having issues with engagement, so if these clubs have attendance to their events 

then they should be given the opportunity. 

 

Councillor Morrissey suggested waiting for the constitution before this discussion 

continues because all of the worries will be addressed in the constitution that they present 

to VP MacMackin.  

 

VP MacMackin explained that there have been no problems at UNB with fraternities that 

has been brought to the attention of Council.  

 

Councillor Collins inquired can we “force” these groups to change their constitutions to 

allow people who identify as the opposite gender to become members. 

 

VP Thomas explained that it is something that can be looked into; however, the Greek 

Council is a way to skip over those steps (with male and female representation). 

Sometimes the gendered nature of a group or residence means something to that group. 

 

13. Emergency Bursary Program Discussion- Vice President Thomas 

VP Thomas explained that the Emergency Bursary Program is a fee that every student 

pays that goes into a fund for students who are in need of monetary assistance. There is 

no designation of what “need” means because there are different needs of all kinds of 

origins. VP Thomas explained that there are students who applied for funding that do not 

receive it when they are really in need. She mentioned that a referendum is necessary 

because it’s introducing a new fee and service.  

Senator Vangel explained that there is an Emergency Bursary Program through Financial 

Aid; however, it is only available to students who are from New Brunswick. 

Additionally, he inquired whether raising the Student Union Fee would be possible. 

Councillor Murray explained that there are Emergency Funds; however, it’s always good 

to have more because a lot of students are in need. Additionally, there is the issue that 

these issues are increasing and not declining; thus, it’s important to address the future 

needs of students. 

Councillor Gagnon suggested lobbying the university due to the little amount of money 

the Student Union has, currently. Also, he suggests loosening the restrictions on 

Emergency Bursaries through Financial Aids. 
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Councillor Calvin inquired whether the Student Union Fee is being raised in addition to 

the addition of a new fee.  

VP Thomas explained that the Executive did look into what the university does offer and 

they are primarily loans, which is not always an option for some students. Also, they have 

Emergency Bursaries for New Brunswick residents and International students; however, 

there needs to be a Bursary available just because you’re a student. Furthermore, having 

this done through the Student Union is less bureaucratic. The reason why this is being 

done separately, rather than through the Student Union is because it is a new service; 

whereas, increasing the Student Union Fee would indicate an adjustment to a current 

service.  

Senator Choi explained that he’s in favor of increasing the Student Union Fee. He adds 

that it would be important to streamline this idea through the university to protect the 

funds from fraud. 

Councillor Collins inquired if it was imposed as a separate fee is it necessary to do a 

referendum or can it be voted upon by Council. 

Councillor Mercier inquired who decides who is worthy of the funding. 

VP Thomas explained that there would be a committee formed to approve the funding. 

Also, she explained referendum is best practice because it’s not an expansion of our 

current services. Students have the right to disagree with spending an additional ten 

dollars. Moreover, it would be separate as it is with Health and Dental; however, it would 

be under the Student Union umbrella. Finally, there will be guidelines assigned to attempt 

to prevent fraud.  

Councillor Rendell agreed that the students get choice. Additionally, she likes the fact 

that the Emergency Fund is lenient in the amount of funds given to each student. 

Councillor Murray said he does not believe that it is mandated to have a referendum. It is 

important to have student input; however, with student input it is less likely to be passed.  

Councillor Calvin inquired what the long term plans for this bursary program are. 

Councillor Collins commented that because this is a service for a minority of students, 

the majority of people will vote against it. The Student Union is elected to make 

decisions that will best serve the students and sometimes those decisions need to be made 

without student input.  

VP MacMackin explained that this would show up as a separate budget line. He 

explained that the money not used at the end of the year cannot be rolled into the next 
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year, meaning that the money will go into the Capital Funding. Then the money could be 

put into an investment fund. 

VP Thomas explained that she believes there would not be left over funding due to the 

high fundraising needs. Regarding, not wanting to have a referendum, it’s important to 

involve students because this is something new.  

Councillor Murray suggested that it may be interesting to contact Financial Aid to see 

how frequently the Emergency Bursaries are used. 

Councillor Mercier inquired what happens when the funding runs out. 

Senator Choi disagrees that this will only benefit a minority of students, it’s similar to an 

insurance policy and most people have an insurance policy. 

Councillor Calvin inquired whether the service is first come first serve. 

VP Thomas explained that see is planning on talking to Financial Aid to see how 

frequently their funding is used. She also explained that the program to provide groceries 

to students who cannot afford it is not well advertised due to the fact that it cannot be. 

Regarding when the funding runs out, then there is nothing else that Council can do.  

Councillor Toombs explained that everyone has stated that they like the idea and that was 

the point of the conversation. 

Councillor Collins wanted to clarify that he wasn’t specifically speaking about a minority 

and that people don’t anticipate being in that minority. Additionally, a lot of people will 

say that it’s unnecessary because they don’t foresee themselves needing it.  

Councillor Rendell suggested looking into other schools and seeing how the process went 

on with those schools.  

Councillor Calvin suggested that Council decides what the fee is. 

VP Thomas explained that she has looked into other schools and that this topic will be 

brought to a different committee.  

Motion to Defer Topic to Internal Committee 

Approval of Adjournment: Councillor Murray 

Seconded by: VP MacMackin 

 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

14. Adjournment 
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Motion to Adjourn 

Approval of Adjournment: Councillor Collins 

Seconded by: Councillor Toombs 

 

Motion passed unanimously. Meeting Adjourned. 

 


