
UNIVERSITY OF NEW BRUNSWICK STUDENT UNION: MEETING OF COUNCIL 

MARCH 29, 2015 

 

Absent: Vice President MacMackin, Vice President Teague, Vice President Thomas, Kastina 

Inman, Jesse Reid, Emily Ripley, Lyle Skinner, Tyler Coffin, Mark Vangel 

Sent Regrets: Charlotte Chiasson, Alec Boudreau 

 

1. Call to Order 

 

Meeting Called to Order at 7:02 pm by Chair Thompson 

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

 

Approval of Agenda: Vice President Saulnier 

Seconded by: Councillor Murray 

 

Amendment to the Agenda: Councillor Jackson 

Add a new number 4.3: Nursing Representative Report 

 

Amendment to the Agenda: Councillor Rendell 

Add a new number 4.4: Kinesiology Representative Report 

 

Amendment to the Agenda: Councillor Gagnon 

Add a new number 4.5: Arts Representative Report 

 

Amendment to the Agenda: Councillor Whalen 

Add a new number 4.6: Kinesiology Representative Report 

 

Motion passes unanimously. 

 

3. Chair’s Remarks 
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Chair Thompson expressed his sympathy for not attending Council last week. 

 

4. Reports of Council 

4.1 Vice President External (Read by President Bailey) 

Vice President Saulnier spoke about the CASA Annual General Meeting. Additionally, 

she spoke about updating the UNBSU website. 

 

4.2 President Bailey 

President Bailey spoke about the one year tuition freeze that will be occurring in New 

Brunswick.  

 

4.3 Nursing Representative (Councillor Jackson) 

Councillor Jackson spoke about the declining numbers of students being accepted into the 

Nursing program. Additionally, she spoke about the cutting of the administrative job in 

the SRLC. She spoke about the completion of her councillor project which was the 

community clinical totes.  

 

4.4 Kinesiology Representative (Councillor Rendell) 

Councillor Rendell spoke about the Kinesiology Formal which did not turn out as 

expected. Additionally, she spoke about her office hours during her Safe Ride shifts.  

 

4.5 Arts Representative (Councillor Gagnon) 

Councillor Gagnon gave an update about the Arts Society councillor project. He spoke 

about forming an Arts logo; however, this idea is currently at a standstill due to the fact 

that UNB is currently re-branding.  

 

4.6 Kinesiology Representative (Councillor Whalen) 

Councillor Whalen spoke about her councillor project of updating the Kin Lounge. 

Additionally, she spoke about the Mental Health Coffee house in Marshal D’Avary at 

2pm on Tuesday.  
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5. Announcements 

 

Councillor Toombs announced that Knocking out Landmines (the Law Faculty’s Charity 

event) occurred this past week and they raised 3,300 dollars. 

 

Councillor Michaud spoke about the Dog Room and the lack of volunteers. 

 

Councillor Jackson announced that the UNB Relay for Life raised 17,000 dollars.  

 

6. Question Period 

 

President Bailey inquired to Senator Choi about the last Senate meeting. 

 

Senator Choi explained that there was a discussion about the Dean Search Policy and the 

recommendations to include more student representation have been sent to a revision 

committee. Additionally, he spoke about the Storm Policy that has been discussed in the 

Brunswickan and has received feedback from the administration that no policy is 

necessary. 

 

Councillor Gagnon inquired about the Red & Black Review. 

 

Councillor Michaud indicated that it was well attended.  

 

Councillor Murray: Point of Information about the Storm Policy. 

 

Senator Choi clarified that in the Brunswickan some students have been complaining 

about the fact that the university has not closed during storms and has not offered any 

academic exceptions due to absences on these days. Thus, there was a proposal to create 

a Storm Policy; however, the administration does not choose to create such a policy. 
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7. Election Results Ratification- President Bailey 

BE IT RESOLVED that the UNBSU approve the 2015 General Election results. 

Motion to approve the General Election results 

Moved by: President Bailey 

Seconded by: Councillor Collins 

Motion passes unanimously. 

 

8. Policy Committee Update- President Bailey 

President Bailey explained that the Policy Committee is still working on the policy for 

Greek Letter Organizations. Additionally, he spoke about the motion to change the by-

laws to allow a greater inclusivity of international students who wish to run for president. 

He explained that there are not enough council meetings to pass the motion; thus, the 

Policy Committee is currently gathering information to present to the next Council. 

9. Fossil Free UNB Resolution of Support- Councillor Layden 

Motion: 

WHEREAS the climate crisis is a serious threat to current and future generations here at the 

University of New Brunswick (UNB) and around the world;  

and WHEREAS resource extraction projects in Canada often take place on indigenous 

territory without their consent;  

and WHEREAS countries around the world, including Canada, have agreed that warming 

above 2°C would be unsafe
1
, and that humans can only emit 565 more gigatons of CO

2
 into 

the atmosphere to maintain this limit
2
; 

and WHEREAS fossil fuel companies possess proven fossil fuel reserves that would release 

approximately 2,795 gigatons of CO
2
 if burned, meaning that 80% of reserves must remain 

underground
3
 and at the current pace of CO

2
 emissions the 20% of “burnable” carbon will be 

used in just 16 years
3
; 
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and WHEREAS for the purposes of this resolution, a “fossil fuel company” shall be defined 

as any of the two hundred publicly-traded companies with the largest coal, oil, and gas 

reserves, as listed in the Carbon Tracker Initiative’s “Unburnable Carbon” report
3
; 

and WHEREAS UNB investments should support a future where all citizens can live healthy 

lives without the negative impacts of a warming climate;  

and WHEREAS students at more than 30 colleges and universities in Canada and over 500 

internationally have launched campaigns to have their institutions divest from fossil fuel 

companies; 

and WHEREAS UNB has taken on the Energy Management Program to seek sustainability
4
, 

and in order to fully achieve this goal, its investments will have to align with its practices;  

and WHEREAS UNB’s investments should align with its mission statement to “commit to 

understanding and solving the problems of today and tomorrow
5
”; 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Student Union (SU) here assembled, and the signatories of this 

resolution who represent a diverse set of students, urge the administration of UNB to 

immediately cease any new investments in fossil fuel companies and divest from all fossil 

fuel companies in the next five years.  

 

Moved: Councillor Layden 

Seconded: Councillor Collins 

Councillor Layden sponsored guests to speak on behalf of the group Fossil Free UNB. She 

explained that the primary mission is to withdrawal the university’s partnerships with fossil 

fuel companies.  

There was extensive explanations about the Fossil Free UNB Group and their mission on 

campus. 

Point of Inquiry. 

President Bailey explained that this motion is virtually identical to a motion that was passed 

two years ago. He inquired whether or not Council is allowed to pass the same motion twice. 
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A brief recess was taken. 

Chair Thompson clarified that Roberts Rules allows repetitive motions should they not be 

during the same order of Council; therefore, this motion passes in order.  

Motion to divest from fossil fuel companies and cease to work with fossil fuel companies 

within the next five years.  

Councillor Murray explained that this motion was brought up in 2013 and the Student Union 

is separate from the university and this is not something they have to agree with. The 

university can ignore the attempts of the Student Union and a full divestment of fossil fuels is 

impractical.  

Senator Choi inquired whether or not Council has the ability to pass motions that rule the 

university’s actions. Additionally, he inquired about the implications of passing this motion 

and what would occur should the Board of Governors approve this motion. Furthermore, he 

explained that changing from fossil fuel energy resources could lead to other harmful energy 

resources such as nuclear power. 

Senator Skinner inquired how much the university currently invests in fossil fuels. 

Councillor Layden clarified that this is to add support to the previous motion that was passed 

and explained that the support of the Student Union would be a great help to increase the 

power behind the Fossil Free UNB attempts. Furthermore, he explained that this is a 

moderate approach to encourage the university to divest. 

Councillor Gagnon explained that divesting would not be beneficial to the university due to 

the donations given by a certain family who is associated with fossil fuels. Additionally, he 

explained that a better method would be to talk to the Vice President External or the 

President who attend CASA and speak with political members to attempt to convey the point 

to those associations or people who have more pull than the Student Union.  

A member of Fossil Free UNB explained that the students at UNB are concerned about 

climate change and because the Student Union represents the students it’s important to have 

the support of the SU. Additionally, she explained that this would have no impact on tuition. 
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Finally, she explained that there is no way to determine the exact amount of money invested 

in fossil fuels.  

President Bailey reminded Council that this may not be within the scope of the Student 

Union. He explained that these issues do not impact students because they’re students, this 

impacts the entire population. 

Discussion continued about the benefits or contraindications of passing this motion and what 

this motion indicates.  

The debate became exhausted after 30 minutes of discussion.  

Call to Question. 

17-4. Motion passes. 

10. Campus Food Strategy Group: Campus Garden Proposal- Councillor Layden 

Motion to create a “Community Garden”. 

WHEREAS it is the responsibility of the Student Union to represent student interests and, 

WHEREAS a community garden on the UNB Fredericton campus has the opportunity to 

positively impact student wellbeing 

BE IT RESOLVED that the UNBSU support the Campus Food Strategies Group work to 

establish a community garden on the UNB Fredericton campus 

Moved: Councillor Layden 

Seconded: Councillor Michaud 

A sponsored student explained the goal of this project which is to increase the awareness for 

more sustainable food and food security on campus. She explained that this initiative exists at 

Renaissance College and many other university campuses. The presentation continued to 

provide information about community gardens, please see the distributed Garden Proposal 

document. 

Councillor Murray inquired whether or not this initiative is seeking any specific support from 

the Student Union. 
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Councillor Gagnon inquired about the support of the Forestry or Environmental Science 

faculties. 

President Bailey explained that this is already a ratified group, which means that they already 

have the support of the Student Union. 

The sponsored student explained that the Forestry and Environmental Sciences faculties are 

involved in supporting this initiative. Additionally, she explained that they’re seeking the 

support of the Student Union via adding the Student Union’s name to the list of supporters. 

Councillor Mercier inquired about the whether or not there would be a greenhouse and a 

community garden due to the winter months. 

Vice President Saulnier inquired about the possibility of vandalism.  

Call to Question. 

Moved: Councillor Calvin 

Seconded: Councillor Toombs 

Vote 18-1. Question Called. 

Motion passes unanimously. 

Chair Thompson explained that the agenda can be changed with a two-thirds vote to approve 

an amendment to the agenda. 

Councillor Rendell was given the floor to explain the discussion point before the vote took 

place. She explained that there was a miscalculation of funds from the Strike and that there is 

a large sum of money that the university is unsure what to do with it. She explained that this 

was supposed to be discussed at Council three weeks ago and wishes to discuss it now. 

Finally, she explained that UNB Saint John had the opportunity to apply for a percentage of 

the funding and received enough money to fund a scholarship based on involvement.  

Majority votes to add this item to the agenda. 

11. Discussion about Extra Strike Funds- Councillor Rendell 
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President Bailey explained that they were contacted in January about the excess strike funds. 

He explained that it was discussed with the UNB Fredericton Executive and the UNB Saint 

John Executive. Furthermore, he explained the possibilities that were discussed within the 

executive. The funding was decided, by both campuses, to be used for a scholarship.   

Senator Skinner inquired whether or not the members of the Board of Governors who were 

students had any opinion on the matter. Additionally, he inquired whether or not the Student 

Union Council was supposed to be involved in this decision process or whether or not it was 

only supposed to involve the Executive of the Student Union. 

Councillor Michaud inquired why the money was decided to go where it was chosen without 

the opinion of Council. 

Councillor Rendell explained that this did not go through the Board of Governors and that 

this was supposed to be taken to Council and proposed to the university. 

Councillor Morrissey inquired whether or not the ideas were submitted from the Executive 

meeting. 

President Bailey explained that a refund would be ten dollars per student and there is a refund 

fee through Financial Services, which is why this was not considered. He explained that this 

was not asked to go to Council, it was just asked to be discussed and he did so within the 

Executive. Additionally, UNB Fredericton and UNB Saint John both decided on a 

scholarship because it does benefit students. 

Councillor Mercier inquired whether or not this has already been decided. 

President Bailey stated that UNB Saint John did not submit the proposal further than 

discussing it with the Student Representative Council.  

Councillor Rendell inquired why this matter was not brought to Council. 

Councillor Michaud proposed investing the money in improving the Student Union Building 

parking lot.  

Many councillors expressed their agreement to the idea of improving the parking lot. 
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Councillor Mercier inquired whether or not the money could be included in the Emergency 

Bursary Fund. 

Vice President Saulnier stated that the Emergency Bursary does not start this upcoming year 

but the year after. 

President Bailey explained that the money is approximately 180,000 dollars. This money 

could either last through a 10,000$ scholarship or be used immediately to repair a parking 

lot, for example. The decision to withhold this debate from Council was made based on the 

fact that Council cannot provide the salary amount of a university administrator or professor, 

additionally they cannot provide the amount to repair a faculty building or a parking lot; 

therefore, the discussion could provide only opinions.  

Chair Thompson inquired when the money will be released. 

President Bailey answered within the next year. He also explained that the money would not 

be given to the Union and that the money is distributed based on population. 

Discussion continued inquiring why the topic had not been discussed prior to this meeting. 

Senator Choi explained that thirteen scholarships of 1,000$ sounds to benefit the students. 

Discussion continued and expired after 30 minutes. 

12. Adjournment 

Motion to Adjourn. 

Movement of Adjournment: President Bailey 

Seconded by: Vice President Saulnier 

Motion passed unanimously. Meeting Adjourned. 
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