
UNIVERSITY OF NEW BRUNSWICK STUDENT UNION: MEETING OF COUNCIL 

JANUARY 11
TH

, 2015 

 

Absent: Lyle Skinner, Tyler Coffin, Kastina Inman, Muhammad Khan, Jill McCurdy 

Sent Regrets: Jeremy Murray 

1. Call to Order 

 

Meeting Called to Order at 7:00pm by Chair Thompson 

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

 

Approval of Agenda: Vice President Teague 

Seconded by: Vice President Thomas 

 

Amendments to the Agenda: President Bailey 

Add President Bailey’s name to number 10: Fee Raise Discussion 

 

Motion passes unanimously. 

 

3. Chair’s Remarks 

 

Chair welcomed Council back and wished everyone a good semester  

 

4. Approval of Minutes – November 16
th

, November 30
th

, December 7
th

 2014 

 

Approval of November 16
th

 Minutes: VP Teague 

Seconded by: Councillor LeBlanc 

 

Adopted unanimously. 

 

Approval of November 30
th

 Minutes: President Bailey 

Seconded by: VP Teague 

 

Adopted unanimously. 

 

Approval of December 7
th

 Minutes: VP Saulnier 

Seconded by: VP Teague 

 

Adopted unanimously. 

 

5. Reports of Council 
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5.1 Vice President – Student Services 

Vice President Teague spoke about Winter Carnival and Comedy Night which is this 

Monday.  

 

5.2 Vice President – Finance & Operations 

Vice President MacMackin spoke about the Final Budget and ensuring that the figures 

work and coordinating with the Office Manager. Additionally, he spent time sorting out 

some clubs and societies issues.  

 

5.3 Vice President – Internal 

Vice President Thomas spoke about working with UNBSJ who will be launching a 

#MyDefinition campaign at the end of this month. Additionally, she spoke about the 

Book Buy N’ Sell which is this week, and about Senate meetings. Finally, she has been 

working on planning Sexuality Awareness Week in February. 

 

5.4 Vice President – External 

Vice President Saulnier spoke about her many meetings, including: NBSA. NBSA held a 

board meeting and they spoke about raising the NBSA fees by 80 cents per student. She 

spoke about the NBSA needing to hire a new Executive Director. NBSA Advocacy Week 

has been moved back to February. Finally, CASA had a Strategic Planning Committee 

meeting to work on editing policy. 

 

5.5 President 

President Bailey spoke about meeting with Sarah Rothman to talk about preparation for 

Orientation Week for next year. Also, spoke about setting up elections. Finally, Council 

will meet next week too.   

 

6. Announcements 

 

If a councillor is interested in sitting on the University Wide Budget Management 

Committee, please send an email to Lee.  

 

7. Question Period 

 

Councillor Rendell inquired what is going on with fraternities and sororities and what the 

Union is going to do to improve it. President Bailey explained that the Executive were 

informed a few days ago that UNB doesn’t want fraternities and sororities use facility 

resources. Concerns regarding LGBTQ and fraternities and sororities; however, these 

groups have been answering questions and concerns to a satisfactory level. Council will 

have to consider what can be done to help those students.  
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Vice President MacMackin explained that the policy that the university is now following 

dates back to Elizabeth Parr Johnson in the late 1990’s early 2000’s. They are not 

allowed to use facilities to “promote and recruit” people. A blind eye had been turned 

earlier in the school year; however, when Vice President MacMackin was informed about 

UNB’s decision not to affiliate with fraternities and sororities he e-mailed the groups to 

inform them of the change. Instead, the groups showed up to promote Greek Letter Life 

(which was well within the scope of what they’re allowed to do); however, they still were 

not allowed into the fair.  

 

Councillor Morrissey inquired if there was going to be a discussion at Council about 

Fraternities and Sororities next week. President Bailey informed Council that this will be 

an issue on the agenda for next week. 

 

Vice President MacMackin explained that there was a discussion previously at Council 

regarding Greek Life and the formation of a Greek Council, following up on a policy 

report from last year. A Greek Life Council has been formed; however, they have yet to 

seek ratification.  

 

Councillor Rendell inquired how to ratify a Greek Council with UNB’s policy. Vice 

President Saulnier explained that the Student Union is separate from UNB; thus, Council 

can ratify a Greek Council regardless of the stance of the university. Also, Vice President 

Saulnier explained that if councillors feel this is an important topic they can add it to the 

agenda. It can be advocated for internally.  

 

President Bailey stated that it will be on the agenda next week. 

 

Councillor Flanagan asked to be added to the e-mail list.  

 

8. UNBSU General Election Call –President Bailey 

Be it Resolved That:  

The UNBSU Conduct a General Election in accordance with By-Law 2.  

The timeline for the election will be as follows:  

January 26th at 8:30am – Nominations open  

February 6th at 3:00pm – Nominations close  

February 6th at 4:00pm – Mandatory Candidates meeting (after which campaigning 

begins)   
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February 6th – February 20th – Campaign Period  

February 23rd at 12:01am – Voting opens  

February 27th at 11:59pm – Voting closes 

Moved by: President Bailey 

Seconded by: Councillor Daley  

Motion passes unanimously. 

9. Final Budget- Vice President MacMackin  

 

Vice President MacMackin spoke about the Proposed Final Budget, if a fee raise did not 

occur the Student Union would have a deficit of 16,000.00$. This budget represents a 

deficit of 7,600.00$ which is not ideal; however, it will be functional.  

 

10. Fee Raise- Vice President MacMackin & President Bailey 

President Bailey spoke about Finance Committee projecting a fee raise for the Student 

Union expenses. There are a lot of services that the Student Union has that are not 

performing up-to-par due to the fact that previous committees continue to slash costs.  

Vice President MacMackin explained that this topic has been discussed at Council 

Transition and it has also been discussed on November 30
th

 and this is an important 

change for the Student Union.  

Motion to raise the Student Union Fee from 47.50$ per semester to 57.50$ per semester. 

Move by: President Bailey 

Seconded by: Vice President MacMackin 

Senator Choi explained that he believes this change is extremely necessary and that it’s 

important to raise the fee to inflation. 

Councillor Calvin inquired what the fee raise per student is to balance the budget. 

President Bailey explained that an annual inflation is not preferable due to the fact that 

costs change and inflation can be negative. The by-law states that each year the Finance 

Committee must review the budget, thus there would possibly be changes to the budget 

regardless of raising the cost to inflation.  

Vice President MacMackin explained that the cost to balance the budget per student 

would be increased by 3.00$-4.00$ per year. 
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Councillor Gagnon inquired whether or not an increase would continue to have Council 

in a deficit and if so, is it possible to increase the fee enough to balance the budget.  

President Bailey explained that the budget that was referred to Finance Committee is our 

budget, which unfortunately has a deficit; however, the budget Council is currently 

discussing is next year’s budget. 

Councillor Morrissey inquired whether the fee is being raised 20.00$ a year. 

Vice President MacMackin explained that the fee would be raised 10.00$ per semester, 

with two semester that would add to 20.00$ per year.  

Councillor Morrissey inquired why increase the budget 20.00$ when all that is necessary 

is 4.00$ per year.  

Vice President Thomas replied that it allows better current services and new services. 

Also, this increase solely benefits students, the Union will not be gaining anything from 

this increase. The fee increase will make students want to come to UNB for the services 

offered. 

President Bailey explained that next year the expenses will increase: 4,000.00$ increase 

to the NBSA, increase the wage expenses of the part-time staff due to the fact that 

minimum wage is increasing. Currently, all staff that work for the Student Union receive 

just above minimum wage and the permanent staff have not received bonuses in years. 

Also, a lot of the service honoraria are low in comparison to the work necessary. 

Additionally, SLIC, the Student Legal Information Center has 1,500.00$ budgeted; 

however, every student is guaranteed 1 hour of legal advice which costs approximately 

100.00$. Clearly, covering 15 out of 5,300 students is not good enough. Furthermore, the 

External and Internal programs have not received enough funding and this past year a lot 

of funding has been shifted to compensate for the lack in funding to those programs. 

Finally, SafeRide is at maximum capacity and the services cannot be improved due to 

tight budgets. 

Councillor Rendell stated that wages continue to go up, so inflation would compensate 

for the increasing wage.  

Councillor McAvoy stated that SafeRide is not at maximum capacity; he and the other 

SafeRide drivers often times find it not to be busy whatsoever. He stated a lot of students 

use the service; however, having an additional van wouldn’t make sense. He inquired 

whether or not the estimated 30,000.00$ for SafeRide could be shifted to another service 

or carried over into the next year?  

President Bailey replied that the 30,000.00$ is negotiable. SafeRide is used to 

accommodate many other Student Union needs, including Shinerama and Orientation 
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Week preparation. Also, the SafeRide vans do need to be maintained. Regarding inflation 

or wages, whether or not Council raises the fee by inflation in the future years is not the 

issue, the issue at hand is shaping the fees and budgets for next year.  

Councillor Daley inquired what the enrollment trends are.  

Vice President MacMackin explained that enrollment has been declining and this is a big 

reason why the fee needs to be increased. 

Councillor Rendell inquired how many people use the SLIC services. 

Vice President Saulnier stated that a lot of students use SLIC due to landlord issues, 

accidents, etc. SLIC is used all the time; students are never turned away when they have 

legal issues.  

President Bailey explained that it’s a liability to the Student Union. When students seek 

legal counsel they are never turned away because it is a service that the Student Union 

offers. 

Senator Choi volunteers for SLIC and stated that it is massively underfunded.  

Councillor Morrissey explained that she is uncomfortable voting on the fee raise. She 

explained that this should be sent to referendum.  

Councillor Collins stated that people are elected to make decisions because referendum 

does not work. Delegates are needed to make decisions for people due to the fact that 

people will never vote for things that go against them, especially financial increases. 

Senator Vangel explained that no one ever wants to vote to spend more money; however, 

the Student Union doesn’t have the money to fund what the students need. He also 

explained that if councillors vote no to a fee increase, they are not properly representing 

the students as they should be represented.  

Councillor McAvoy stated that student spend more than 20.00$ on drinking on one night, 

if students stopped drinking for one night they would be able to afford this fee increase. 

Councillor Mercier explained that most students don’t realize what they’re paying for. 

She stated that if students want to oppose a fee raise, they best understand where their 

money is going.  

Councillor Boudreau explained that the Student Union is barely making “ends meat” and 

is “shuffling pennies”. Students deserve better. 

Councillor Calvin explained her issue lies with the amount. 

Councillor Layden explained that the fee raise is minimal in comparison to tuition. 
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Councillor Reid explained that the Student Union fee, including the raise, would be under 

the average for all of Atlantic Canada. 

Senator Vangel explained that the increased fee benefits students via the clubs and 

societies aspect. Despite the fact that previous Student Unions have not increased the fee 

but the budget must properly fit the students.  

Councillor Ripley explained that people usually make decisions on what a university 

offers. The funding needs to be there to improve what the university offers and to 

improve enrollment. The Student Union needs to view the increase as a positive thing to 

provide more activities and more services.  

Senator Choi inquired to those who are uncomfortable voting for increasing fees, whether 

they are comfortable voting on decreasing services. Senator Choi explained that voting 

not to increase the fee automatically votes to decrease the services offered.  

Motion passed 24-1.  

Be It Resolved That:  

The UNBSU fee be increased from $47.50 per semester to $57.50 per semester, and that 

Section 7 of the UNBSU Financial Policy be revised accordingly. 

11. Ratification of Clubs and Societies- Vice President MacMackin 

Ratification of Get Real UNB. Get Real UNB started at Western University and is an 

anti-homophobia in sport. It is a campaign directed towards athletes; however, athletes 

are not the only members. 

Moved by: VP MacMackin 

Seconded by: Councillor Reid  

Councillor Gagnon inquired what the activities would be. 

VP Thomas explained that there will be a poster campaign; however, there will also be a 

celebration of LGBTQ persons. Also, community out-reach and speaking to high school 

students on the importance of being inclusive. 

Councillor Daley inquired about overlap with any other groups on campus. 

VP Thomas stated there is not.  

Motion passes unanimously. 

12. Adjournment 
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Motion to Adjourn 

Approval of Adjournment: Vice President Saulnier 

Seconded by: Vice President Teague 

 

Motion passed unanimously. Meeting Adjourned. 

 

 

 


