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1. Purpose 

The UNBSU is the voice for full time University of New Brunswick undergraduate students to 

government at a municipal, provincial, and federal level. The independence and impartiality of 

the UNBSU are necessary for its credibility and respect amongst its many stakeholders. It is not 

only necessary that the UNBSU be independent, impartial, honest, and fair, but it also must be 

perceived as such. Therefore, it is fundamental that the UNBSU and its executives refrain from 

engaging in partisan activities in their roles as executives of the UNBSU. 

If an executive wishes to be involved in any partisan activities, statements or messages, such 

executive must clearly state that such activity, statement or message is exclusively in a personal 

capacity and not reflective of any affiliations that the director has. 

2. Definition of Partisan Activity 

A partisan political activity is any activity that provides direct or indirect support or opposition to 

any political party at any time, whether during an election period or not, or to a candidate for 

public office. 

3. Examples of Partisan Activity 

The UNBSU and its executives are not permitted to engage in partisan activities, including but 

not limited to: 

• seeking to become a candidate in a municipal, provincial or federal election; 

• expressly endorsing a municipal, provincial or federal candidate; 

• allowing a candidate or political party to use the UNBSU’s equipment, facilities, 

• volunteer time, or other resources; 

• making public statements that support or oppose a candidate or political party; 

• suggesting that people should vote for a particular candidate or political party, either 

• directly or indirectly; 

• using the UNBSU’s website to post or hyperlink to statements made by a third party that 

• support or oppose a candidate or political party; 

• holding a position within a political party or political campaign; or 

• distributing literature or voter guides that promote or oppose a candidate or political 



• party, directly or indirectly. 

In their capacity as UNBSU executives, they are not permitted to engage in partisan 

activities, including but not limited to: 

• giving money or non-cash gifts to a candidate or political party, either directly or 

• indirectly; or 

• posting signs that support or oppose a candidate or political party. 

4. Supporting or opposing a policy 

The UNBSU may support or oppose a policy that is also supported or opposed by a candidate or 

political party. The UNBSU may also support or oppose a policy that has been put forward by a 

candidate or political party, but must do so in a non-partisan manner.  

When supporting or opposing a policy, the UNBSU and its executives should focus on the policy 

itself, and not explicitly connect their views to any candidate or political party. 

5. Dealing with Partisan Activities 

Where an executive is found to have engaged in partisan activities, contrary to this policy, 

UNBSU Council shall request that the executive immediately refrain from engaging in such 

partisan activities. 

If an executive does not comply with the Council’s request or has previously been found to have 

engaged in partisan activities while an executive of the UNBSU, the executive may be asked to 

resign or may be subject to removal pursuant to the Section 1-11 of the UNBSU Bylaws. 


