
September 27th 2015 Council Minutes 

 

Absent: Bess Teague, Julian Renaud, Cory Quintal, Mark Mancini, John Eddy 

Regrets: Bess Teague, Julian Renaud, Cory Quintal 

 

1. Call to Order 

 

Meeting was called to Order at 7:01 pm by Chair Whitney 

 

 

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

 

Moved: Vice President Reid 

Seconded by: Vice President Reid 

 

 

Amendment to the Agenda: VP MacMackin 

Eliminate subject matter 11; Ratification of Clubs and Societies as there are none for approval. 

 

Amendment to the Agenda: - VP Donovan 

Add subject matter 11; Safe Ride Program Discussion 

 

Amendment to the Agenda – Councillor Collins 

Add subject matter 5.7; Arts Representative Report 

 

Amendment to the Agenda- Councillor Collins 

Add subject matter 12 – Live Streaming Council 

 

3. Chair’s Remarks 

 

Chair Whitney welcomed council, and added that he had no remarks. He proceeded with the 

meeting thereafter. 

 

 

 

 

4. Approval of Minutes 

 



Councillor Collins hinted that there was an error in the minutes regarding his statements about 

Board of Governors minutes being available online in the September 20th 2015. 

The mistake was immediately notified and rectified.  

 

 

 

5. Reports to Council 

 

5.1 Vice President Student Services – VP Donovan 

 

Vice President Donovan stated that she had started looking into “things” for Frost Week. 

 

 

5.2 Vice President Finance – VP MacMackin 

 

VP MacMackin began his report by stating that he aided Vice President Donovan with Safe ride 

issues.  

 

He informed council that he finalised and revised the financial policy. 

 

Vice President MacMackin concluded his report by informing council that he had tried to 

schedule a meeting with the finance committee but as a result of conflicting schedules, it was 

unsuccessful. 

 

 

5.3 Vice President Internal- VP Reid 

 

Vice President Reid informed council about Book Buy & Sell after math. He also spoke about his 

interaction with Kendra, the mental health coordinator and how they both agreed about the 

postponement of Mental Health Week as a result of the conflictions with the upcoming 

elections. 

 

VP Reid also told council that he had gotten in touch with Lee Thomas to speak during the week.  

 

He ended his report with by in informing council of his meetings with councillors to discuss their 

intended projects. 

 

 

5.4 Vice President External- President Daley 

 

Vice President Daley commenced his report about the success of the GOTV Coffee House and 

how amazing it was. He informed council that there were 100+ individuals in attendance and 

subsequently thanked councillors who participated and helped. 

 



He also spoke about the NBSA board meeting of which he attended, planning the Get Out The 

Vote campaign and cleaning the office. 

 

5.5 President- Katie Davey 

 

President Davey added to VP Daley’s report about their attendance to NBSA board meeting 

which took a large portion of their time that week. She mentioned that the NBSA had an 

emergency executive meeting.  

 

She also spoke about a Chamber event where all stakeholders of education met to “sit and chat” 

about matters regarding education and particularly students. 

 

She concluded her report about being dunked the previous Friday September 25th 2015, at the 

Red n’ Black Street Party. 

 

5.6 Science Representative- Councillor McAdams 

 

Councillor McAdams spoke about her office hours which would be 12:30 pm to 1:30 pm with the 

peer mentors of the Science Faculty. Councillor McAdams spoke briefly about her intended 

Councillor project. 

 

 She spoke about her plans and intentions to hold an event that is opened to all Science 

students. 

 She particularly mentioned that this event would be a gala of some sort. 

 

She added that her project included an idea of lockers in the faculty as a result of complaints for 

Science students about the burden and inconvenience of carrying lab gear to and fro to class.  

 

She concluded her report about interest of some first year students about the Student Union 

Councillor positions of which she was elated about. 

 

5.7 Councillor Collins 

 

Councillor Collins informed council about the Board of Governors orientation in Saint John of 

which he attended and further expressed his newly acquired knowledge through the orientation 

to council. He informed council that his biggest concern was transparency.  

 

Councillor Collins also spoke about an event at unplugged for first year Arts students of which he 

assured council was a “great turn out”. He further added that there was also a barbeque and a 

kick off concert at Memorial Hall for first year arts students.  

 

For his office hours, Councillor Collins, informed council that it would be Monday afternoons in 

the Harriet Irving Library. He added that he was also thinking of a common space for the Arts 

faculty for his Councillor Project. 



 

 

6. Announcements 

 

VP MacMackin will be excusing himself from meeting because of job interviews 

 

President Davey has 400 tickets to the National Ringette League happening at the Aitken centre.  

Talked about email situations. Spam and stuff 

 

 

7. Question Period 

 

There were no questions 

 

 

 

8.  2015-2016 Budget – 2nd Reading 

 

Chair Whitney inquired if the budget had been circulated before the meeting. 

 

Vice President MacMackin answered that it had not been and requested to circulate it at the 

meeting that very instance. 

 

He subsequently added that no amendments or changes were made to the budget. 

 

Chair Whitney put it to Council and it was agreed for the second reading to proceed of the 2015-

2016 Budget 2nd reading to proceed 

 

He spoke about the budget being the same as the previous circulated document with no 

substantial changes except changes to the external advocacy.   

 

Mover: VP MacMackin 

Seconder: Councillor Chaisson 

 

Motion passes unanimously 

 

 

9. Financial Policy Update - MacMackin 

 

Vice President MacMackin spoke about a few revisions to the financial policy. He specifically 

mentioned that the main update to the policy was clarification of language.  

 

He mentioned at Council that the documents circulated outlines changes to the policy and spoke 

about some subsequent revisions.  



 

VP MacMackin mentioned the following Sections of the policy as amended and or changed. 

Section 6.4, Section 6.5, Section 6.6, Section 8.5, Section 9.1 and Section 9.2. He further added 

that the Section 8.1 was a completely new added section. 

 

He ended the policy update with revisions to Section 4; 7.2 and 7.11 which is about per diems, 

giving to members of council who are away on business. 

 

 

Motion for Debate of Financial Policy Update 

 

Mover: Vice President Macmackin 

Seconded by: Councillor Collins 

 

 Councillor Maclsaac asked for the reason for the update in revision of the per diems. 

 

VP MacMackin answered that the convenience of Council members was a priority. He further 

added that very little portion of money is currently allocated to meals and is not enough. He 

concluded with the fact the revised policy is enough to be convenient for members who are 

away on official council business. 

 

 

Motion passes unanimously 

 

 

10. Advocacy Strategy- VP Daley 

 

VP Daley began by stating that the Advocacy Strategy occupied a fair amount of his time during 

the summer. He explained that the strategy is a guiding document meant for future external 

committee and himself as Vice President External.  

 

He informed council that he discussed this strategy with various relevant resources of which 

they helped and approved the formation of this policy.  

 

He continued that the reason is for council and students to understand the purpose and what 

the Student Union does on behalf of undergraduate students at the University of New 

Brunswick.  

 

He mentioned that the strategy was not “enshrined’ in UNBSU legislation but rather to help him 

in his role as Vice President External work effectively. 

 

 

 11. A Discussion on Safe Ride Cameras- VP Donovan  



 Vice President- Student Services - Donovan, mentioned that a few issues had arose this semester 

regarding the Safe Ride Program. She added that a proposal for a $200 camera that has a GPS feature 

and tracks sudden changes in velocity. VP Donovan informed council that she had already inquired from 

VP MacMackin if there was availability of funds for the purchase of these equipment of which he 

confirmed there was.  

 

She added that the purpose of this was to hold the Safe Ride drivers accountable in case any accidents 

were to happen. 

 

Councillor Chaisson asked VP Donovan to inform council the specific issues regarding Safe Ride that 

caused the proposal of the equipment purchase to be made. 

 

VP Donovan answered accordingly that some drivers had had trouble with the law as a result of not 

following some rules. 

 

Councillor Mercier also asked if the type of camera that the council intended on purchasing and how 

effective it was. 

 

VP Reid added that similar issues happened previously and was caught on camera making it very easy to 

judge accidents that occurred and that was the reason for the firm “push” for cameras in the safe ride 

cars. 

 

Councillor Collins asked if any disciplinary actions had been taken on the drivers and the policy regarding 

drivers who do not follow the safe ride policies and rules 

 

VP Donovan stated that disciplinary actions had been issued and also announced the council runs on a 

strike system. 

 

Councillor Payne suggested that Safe Ride Coordinators speak with the insurance companies before 

installing the cameras in the safe ride vehicles. 

 

VP Donovan noted and agreed. 

 



 Councillor Layden inquired if the discussion will be brought to council for a vote or not 

 

 Chair Whitney stated that the executive council had a discretion on the expenses on the camera 

 

 Councillor Chaisson inquired when the camera starts recording. 

 

VP Reid stated that the cameras would always be recording regardless of the current happenings but 

was not 100 percent familiar with the device. 

 

Councillor Walsh looked up the camera and explained how the camera works to Council. 

 

12.  Live Streaming Council Discussion – Councillor Collins 

 WHEREAS IT IS in the best interest of members of the UNBSU to be aware of the governance of the 

Council; 

 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council will now live stream its meetings to be available for its members in the 

future. 

 

Seconder: Councillor Chaisson 

 

Senator McAvoy stated that he wasn’t sure how helpful live streaming would be essential. He proposed 

that perhaps short videos and highlights of council would rather be advantageous. He added that it was 

impractical to live stream council with the hope that students would watch councillors discuss issues for 

the period of time that council was held. 

Councillor Doucet supported Councillor Collins by saying that the reason of the proposal was more 

about accountability and not necessarily highlights. 

Councillor Chaisson said that the idea was brilliant, however she further inquired the means through 

which the live streaming would be done, whether councillors would be providing their computer devices 

for the streaming. 

 

Councillor Collins mentioned a few sites such as periscope of which the streaming could be done and the 

secretary could be mandated to handle the live streaming. He further mentioned that this was to create 



convenience for students that would want to attend council but cannot make it as a result of 

unavailability. 

 

 

Councillor Maclsaac agreed with Councillor Collins what a good idea live streaming council was. 

 

 

VP Daley also supported the idea but requested a friendly amendment in order to allow further 

explanation and presentation on the idea. 

He subsequently moved for the motion be postponed for further review until the next council meeting. 

 

Seconded- Councillor Payne 

 

Collins debated that he hoped that the minutes be recorded for future references.  

 

 

President Davey added that she would be happy for it to be postponed as it will give them time to come 

up with other alternatives and consult the marketing manager to see the best ideas 

 

Motion passes unanimously to be discussed further at next council sitting 

 

 

13. In camera session 

 

 

Adjournment passes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


