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JANUARY 14TH 2018 
 

UNBSU Council Minutes 

Regrets: Brian Tozer, Herbert Bempah, Tea Fazio. 

Absent: Mariacristina De Rose, Parker Somerville, Ryan Wallace. 

1. Call to Order 

Chair Smith calls meeting to order at 7:03pm. 

  1.1 Roll Call 

Secretary Williamson performs roll call. 

2. Approval of Agenda 

 McGinn: Add item 5.3, Ad Hoc Committee, and item 5.4, In-camera Session. 

Agenda approved without a vote. 

3. Chair’s Remarks 

 Smith: Welcome back to council, everyone! Let me briefly hand my speaking rights to 

McGinn. 

 McGinn: President Bempah is still in Ghana due to travel issues, but he should be back by 

Tuesday. He sent his regrets. 

4. Approval of Minutes 

  4.1 November 26th, 2017 Minutes 

Mover: Lutes 

Second: Meagher 

Vote passes. 

  4.2 December 3rd, 2017 Minutes 

Mover: Wilson 

Second: Lutes 
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Vote passes. 

5. Substantive Business 

5.1 UNB Cannabis Committee 

 McGinn: Kathy Wilson (VP Academic) contacted me, saying that a small bi-campus 

committee, Cannabis on Campus Working Group, will be forming shortly to determine how we 

will accommodate and deal with the federal cannabis legislation coming in July 2018. She’s 

looking for two UNBSU members to join the group: one primary member, and one alternate 

member. Anyone interested? 

 Councillors Lutes, McMillan, Wilson, and Lazarev indicate interest in joining the group. 

 Lutes: I’m interested, but not sure whether I’ll have time. 

 McMillan: Me, too.   

 McGinn: I will pass your names onto Kathy Wilson, but only one of you will have a vote 

on the committee.  

5.2 Approval of Election Dates 

 BE IT RESOLVED that in accordance with bylaw 2, the annual general election timeline 

be as follows: 

 January 29th – February 9th: Nomination period; 

 February 9th: Mandatory all-candidates meeting; 

 February 9th – February 25th @ 11:59pm: Campaign period; 

 February 26th @ 12:00am - March 2nd @ 11:59pm: Polling period; 

 March 3rd @ 12:00am: Results are released.  

 Motion to approve the annual general election timeline.  

Mover: McGinn 
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Second: Hebert 

Vote passes unanimously. 

5.3 Ad Hoc Committee 

 McGinn: I’m looking to start an ad hoc committee to proofread the Student Experience of 

Success survey that I’ve brought up a few times. It has questions about what UNB is doing right 

and wrong, how they can improve, what’s important to students, etc. We have a draft of the survey 

completed, but we want to improve on that via focus groups. This committee should only need to 

meet the once, this coming Thursday. 

 Councillor Lutes, and senators Fernandez and Hamilton indicate interest in the committee.  

  5.4 In-Camera Session 

Council moves in-camera for less than five minutes. 

6. Reports to Council 

6.1 Vice President Student Life Brian Tozer 

6.2 Vice President Finance & Operations Grayson Beairsto 

- Sodexo’s five-year review is underway. In next couple weeks, we’ll be asking all our 

faculty councillors to find delegates from your faculties to be part of this process. There 

will be a weekend in February where we have a third party review the contract and take 

students’ thoughts on Sodexo’s performance. This also includes retail services. 

- The Clubs and Societies fair is this week; 

- Our Helping Tree has been created online by Richard Du, and is very close to being live. 

- Red Awards are coming up, so we had some meetings on that, talking about award criteria, 

concerns about how we shall go about things, etc. Met with Krysta Kinney and alumni; a 

video has also been made, so we’re fully prepped for the launch.  
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- I transferred the Safe Ride registration today; 

- The PEO revamp will be implemented by the end of month; 

- We’re trying to find time for the Sustainability Fund Ad Hoc committee to meet again. 

6.3 Vice President Internal Chris McGinn 

- The book Buy-and-Sell was last week, which went well! We had about 750 books come 

through. Usually quite a few books go missing, but we only lost three this year! 

- I have a meeting with Nick Zildjian coming up this week, to organize a student night with 

the basketball team; 

- Also have a meeting with Shawna Bergin on Wednesday about my proposal. I’ve shifted 

my focus to getting the ‘W’ (Withdrawal) removed from transcripts. 

- The ad hoc committee I mentioned earlier will meet on Tuesday to prep the survey.  

- The application deadline for the tutor bank has been removed! Now there’s no deadline, 

hopefully that will give a chance for more people to become tutors throughout the semester.  

- Also, I need a small bookshelf in the Welcome Centre. We’d like to begin a Free Library, 

so students can be free to take and leave books as they wish. If you’d like to sell me one, 

let me know.   

- Student Enrolment Management for Student Success committee meeting is also coming up 

this week. We’re working on a student networking night and teaming up with UNB 

Libraries to do workshops this semester.  

6.4 Vice President (Interim) Advocacy Haley MacIsaac 

- I met with Richard Du this past week about a new project in the month of February. We 

want to do a councillor Instagram takeover on the UNBSU Instagram account! I’m looking 

for volunteers on that; I’ll post a poll in our FB group afterwards. The idea is to spread 
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awareness of what you guys do as councillors and what kinds of wonderful people you all 

are. 

- I also met with the NBSA this week, as we’re still searching for a new executive director. 

I’m now on the hiring committee for that position; 

- I’ll be attending the parking strategy session this week. We’re looking for more student 

input. 

- Attended a trivia event with Matt DeCourcey, which had a pretty good turnout! 

- We’re possibly looking to partner with the dietician on campus about Eating Disorder 

Awareness Week; 

- Finally, the Peer Support Centre wants to collaborate on a Self Love campaign, which will 

be coming up this semester.   

6.5 Kinesiology Councillor Emmanuel Hebert 

- I’ve got some events coming up: on the 25th, we have a cellar trivia night! 

- Kinesiology Society’s first meeting will be next week; 

- One of my personal goals this semester is to find and price a trophy for our yearlong 

Kinesiology competition. 

- I’ll have more updates for you soon. 

6.6 Women’s Councillor Lydia MacLeod 

- I attended the first Women’s Centre meeting, which went well. I’m co-producing their 

Vagina Monologues and delivering two of my own. 

- I reached out to White Ribbon Fredericton, and we’ll hopefully be doing a consent 

workshop with them doing Sex* Week.   

- I’m sitting on Jackie’s sexual assault campaign committee.  
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6.7 Arts Councillor Perry Dykens 

- For the Arts Matters conference, our website and registration is live, we got our funding, 

and the call for abstracts should go out Monday or Tuesday. I reached out to Phillip up at 

St Thomas, and the arts councillor at Mount Allison, and DAS, the Dalhousie Arts Society.  

- I heard back from the Epilepsy Association of Nova Scotia. Our fundraising fun run is now 

confirmed for March 23rd, and our academic talk is confirmed for March 26th. We’ll need 

volunteers for these things soon.  

6.8 Forestry Councillor Louis Cormier 

- Semester is a bit slow so far. Haven’t specified hours yet, will do so soon. 

- My second councillor project is easy to implement, and I’m speaking to my contact within 

two weeks.  

- The FOREM Society is hosting Forestry Week at the end of January. 

6.9 Renaissance College Councillor Simal Qureshi 

- RCS has their Coffee House on January 25th. Hit me up if you want to perform!  

- We’re looking to host a Formal with Engineering hopefully, in February or early March. 

- I’ve noticed there’s lots of divide between RC cohorts; not many third years really know 

the first years, and vice versa. I want to facilitate some more exchange between the years. 

To do so, we’re implementing an RC photo challenge, which will also appeal to incoming 

RC students as well as coming students. It’ll be an Instagram-based competition, with 

students working in pairs to prompt some teamwork. We’ll also make a promotional video 

for the faculty as part of this competition. 

6.10 Science Councillor Seshu Iyengar 
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- I’ve been informed by the Psychology Society about the status of students doing joint 

Science and Psychology. Apparently there are some major academic hurdles. Perry 

[Dykens], as grand chieftain (That’s your role on the Psychology Society, right, Perry?)  

has asked me to investigate the issues, so we’ll work on that together. 

- However, that issue is taking time away from the project I intended to do this semester. As 

I’ve mentioned, professors sometimes use online homework systems that you must pay for, 

via buying a brand-new textbook just to use a digital code. If you want to get involved in 

this initiative, I’d appreciate the help. I’ve had a positive response on this from the Centre 

for the Enhancement of Teaching and Learning.  

6.11 Inclusion Councillor Mick Jefferies 

- The Clothing Buy and Sell is going ahead! From January 21st to 24th. I have a meeting on 

Monday with Becky from the SUB to chat about it. We will need volunteers. 

6.12 Business Administration Councillor Chantal Beriault 

- My new office hours are 2:30pm – 4:00pm on Mondays and Wednesdays.  

- I went to Winnipeg in November for National Business Schools conference, which was a 

great experience.  

- My projects are on hold at the moment as the Business Society is very busy – with their 

upcoming elections, gala, the need to create a new society financial policy, and having 

issues with our student levy turnout. 

6.13 LGBTQ+ Councillor Jackie Toner 

- I put up my Breaking Down the Binary poster campaign in the SUB. That will be up for 

the rest of January.  

- Attended Women’s Centre meeting.  
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- We’re making Sex* Week happen! I’m working with Lydia [MacLeod] and Emily 

[McMillan] on that. Updates to come.  

- Continually working on the Sexual Violence campaign, drafts are being reviewed 

tomorrow. 

- We finished the last photoshoot for the We’re Here and We’re Queer campaign today! We 

had lots of participants. I highly recommend the photographer we used for future UNBSU 

projects. 

- Conference that I went to in December went well! Attendees spoke highly of UNB’s sexual 

assault policies. 

6.14 Nursing Councillor Emily McMillan 

- Hope everyone had a nice break! 

- Thinking about the upcoming Nursing Gala. Shanece [Wilson] and I are working on it and 

have reached out to our respective societies.  

- Working on Sex* Week. I will be hosting the Sexual Health trivia. 

- I will probably be changing my office hours due to clinical.  

7. Announcements 

  7.1 Ad Hoc Committee for the Presidential Search 

 McGinn: I don’t have the list in front of me, but whoever wants to help Andrew out with 

the presidential search: I’ll be sending out a doodle poll on that soon. Keep your eyes peeled. 

  7.2 Jefferies Will Slide into your DMs  

 Jefferies: Please fill out my doodle poll on the non-faculty committee meeting times! I’ll 

slide into your DMs if you don’t! I know everyone’s busy, but please.  

  7.3 DCRO 
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 Beairsto: Our DCRO has stepped down, so we will have applications available soon for 

replacement.  

  7.4 LGBTQ+ Resource Centre 

 Toner: The LGBTQ+ Resource Centre opening has been pushed to February 8th, from 3:00-

5:00pm in the SUB Ballroom.  

  7.5 Internal Committee 

 McGinn: The Internal committee will meet soon, so keep your eyes on your emails. 

  7.6 No One is Illegal Event 

 Lutes: A No One is Illegal event is occurring tomorrow at 12PM, concerning the significant 

case involving Abdoul Abdi. He’s facing deportation from Canada because the NS Ministry of 

Community Service committee failed to fill out his paperwork properly. We will be delivering a 

formal letter on this matter to Matt DeCourcey, urging him to publicly support Abdi in Parliament. 

Research has shown that community support on these issues is important, so come if you’re 

interested.   

8. Question Period 

 Meagher: Is Frost Week happening? 

 McGinn: We’ll have a kind of impromptu Frost Week; we’ll be working on that soon.  

 Beairsto: We’ll be looking for volunteers! 

9. Other business arising from this meeting 

 McGinn: Reminder that anything said in the in-camera session is confidential. 

 Jefferies: Do I have anyone interested in volunteering for the Clothing Buy and Sell? And 

if I send out a doodle poll on this, you must fill it out this time… 
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Councillors Wilson, Lutes, Pilgrim, MacLeod, senators Hamilton, Fernandez, and VPs Beairsto 

and McGinn indicate interest in volunteering. 

 Iyengar: Should we have a Point of Order for that shade? 

10. Adjournment 

Mover: Wilson 

Second: Beriault 

Vote passes. Meeting adjourned at 7:38pm.  


