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FEBRUARY 11TH 2018 
 

UNBSU Council Minutes 

Regrets: Chris McGinn, Emily McMillan, Chantal Beriault, Jackie Toner, Lydia MacLeod, 

Jonathan Lazarev, Olivia Hamilton. 

Absent: Mariacristina De Rose. 

1. Call to Order 

Chair Smith calls meeting to order at 7:06pm. 

  1.1 Roll Call 

Secretary Williamson performs roll call. 

2. Approval of Agenda 

Agenda is approved without a vote. 

3. Chair’s Remarks 

 Smith: As the weather is nasty out there, let us keep that in mind and be timely in our 

meeting today.  

4. Approval of Minutes 

  4.1 January 14th, 2018 Minutes 

Mover: Meagher 

Second: Lutes 

Vote passes. 

  4.2 January 21st, 2018 Minutes 

 Cormier: ‘Indigenisation’ and ‘Indigenous’ is not capitalized in many instances throughout 

the minutes. 

Mover: Wilson 

Second: Jefferies 
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Vote passes. 

5. Substantive Business 

5.1 Club Ratification 

 Beairsto: The Clubs and Societies committee met on Monday night as we have one club 

up for ratification. They are the Vegan/Vegetarian Society; they’re looking to provide lobbying on 

behalf of vegan and vegetarian students, hold events, and run programming. 

 Motion to ratify the Vegan/Vegetarian Society.  

Mover: Beairsto 

Second: Hebert 

Vote passes. 

Abstentions: Iyengar. 

5.2 Budget 

 Beairsto: Nothing has changed since I presented the budget in our last council meeting. 

Pending no further issues, I will motion to approve the budget.   

 Motion to approve the final budget for the 2017-18 year. 

Mover: Beairsto 

Second: Lutes 

Vote passes.  

5.3 Sustainability Fund 

 Beairsto: This is continuing our discussion on the Sustainability Fund that was presented 

to council last semester, where our main concern was adequate UNBSU representation. We felt 

we needed to have appropriate say over how the funds from a $1.50 student levy were spent. The 

ad hoc committee we elected has come together several times since then, and we’ve created a draft 
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proposal for how the Fund will be run. This draft proposes that all requests will go through the 

Standing Finance Committee, to allow the UNBSU to have an appropriate amount of oversight.  

 To forward with establishing the Sustainability Fund, we need to host a student plebiscite 

to see if there’s sufficient interest in this resource. The deadline for student fee adjustments is 

February 23rd, which is two Fridays from now; hopefully we can approve this plebiscite question 

today and post it this week/next week, and market it extensively, so we can make the fee deadline.   

 Iyengar: What does the marketing plan involve? 

 Beairsto: Extensive social media outreach including Facebook, Twitter, Snapchat, and 

Instagram. We’ll also put posters all over campus. 

 Motion to hold a student plebiscite that reads, “Would you be willing to contribute a $1.50 

a semester to create a Sustainability Fund to support student-led projects and initiatives?” 

Mover: Beairsto 

Second: Iyengar 

Vote passes. 

6. Reports to Council 

6.1 Vice President Finance & Operations Grayson Beairsto 

- I’ve been working on the budget and the Sustainability Fund; 

- I helped decorate The 203 Grand Opening, as did VP McGinn and MacIsaac (Bempah: 

“Hey, so did I, man!” Beairsto: “I didn’t see Herbert blowing up any balloons, but he 

~claims~ he was there…”). 

- We did a filming session for our Sexual Assault campaign with Councillor Toner and 

Maggie Forsythe, addressing what the campaign’s all about and why it’s important.  

- We shot a video today for Youth Sports hockey players, doing a car karaoke;   
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- I’m working with V Reds basketball athlete Kristian D’Amore to create a package students 

can buy to get a two nights’ stay in Halifax while the AUS championships are being held 

there;  

- We also have a student night for basketball coming up on February 24th, their last home 

game of the season.  

- We had our Clubs and Societies meeting; 

- Red Awards; 

- The Sodexo 5 Year review is happening on February 24th; 

- Our AGM happened; 

- Working on renewing our Saferide contracts; 

- The SUB committee met; 

- EUS had some issues with the parameters around pub events, so I’m coordinating a meeting 

between them and CERC.   

6.2 Vice President Internal Chris McGinn 

6.3 Vice President (Interim) Advocacy Haley MacIsaac 

- Attended NBSA meeting this past week, and they seem to be concerned about the funding 

of NBSA. However, we [the students] do not feel they have adequately expressed why the 

budget is concerning and not sustainable in its current form. We’re very against raising 

student fees further. 

- Attended NBSA hiring committee, as we’re still looking for a new executive director. 

Hopefully we’ll be done the search by the end of February and finish hiring by the end of 

March. 
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- Attended a meeting with Student Services group; we’re looking to create posters in 

response to the racist, white supremacist ones found on campus recently. This response 

will focus on reconciliation and inclusion, and we’re looking for quotes from the UNB 

community to go on the posters.  

- Attended the AGM.  

- Our Eating Disorder Awareness Event went really well! We increased awareness about the 

issues involved, got the event on social media, and the partnership with the dietician was 

successful. 

- I met with Councillors Lutes and Iyengar a few times over the past few weeks to create the 

UNBSU History Action Plan that we motioned for in our last council meeting. They’ve 

both been super helpful and dedicated. We will be further contacting the History 

Department and the Mi’kmaq-Wolastoqey Centre to make sure we have all necessary 

stakeholders involved in the action plan. 

- I’d like the External committee to meet very soon, as we haven’t done so yet; 

- We had some Instagram takeovers happening this past week;  

- Met with Hillary Swan from the Peer Support Centre about our upcoming Self Love 

campaign. 

6.4 President Herbert Bempah 

- AGM was this past week, thank you to those who could come; 

- Saferide contract reviews are underway; 

- Another Red Awards meeting is coming up this Tuesday – please buy tickets! 

- Policy and Advancement committee meeting today, we’re continuing work on the bylaws; 



6 

FEBRUARY 11TH 2018 
 

- Continuously meeting with our CRO and DCRO to ensure the elections process is running 

smoothly.   

- As VP Beairsto mentioned, the SUB committee met to talk about our proposals to change 

the SUB Advisory committee, so we can get a space audit done on the building.  

6.5 Kinesiology Councillor Emmanuel Hebert 

- My funding has been approved for the year-long Kinesiology Cup competition. We had a 

meeting on Thursday to figure out details, get a trophy lined up, etc. Very soon this month, 

we’ll hold an event for first year Kinesiology student to get points for their teams. We’ll 

have activities there like bubble soccer, capture the flag, relays, and a card-making station 

for the Pine Grove nursing home. Exciting! 

6.6 Women’s Councillor Lydia MacLeod 

6.7 Arts Councillor Perry Dykens 

- We had over 40 Arts Matters abstracts submitted, including one all the way from MUN. I 

do think we’ll receive at least 50 as the last ones trickle in! 

- Continuing my work with Epilepsy Nova Scotia to work on our fun run and panel.  

- Everyone should come out Wednesday, 11am-1pm, to the Faculty of Arts Solidarity 

Sidewalk. It’s being held in the Tilley Lobby in solidarity with those affected by the racist 

materials on our campus. 

6.8 Forestry Councillor Louis Cormier 

- I’ll be buying 30m measuring tapes for my faculty as my second councillor project. I’m 

just waiting for a quote on those.  

- My office hours are 10am-11:30pm on Mondays. 

6.9 Renaissance College Councillor Simal Qureshi 
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- Our coffee house went really well, we had over 60 people turn out! We may do another 

due to its success. 

- Our formal, planned with the Engineering Faculty, will be on February 24th.  

- I changed my councillor hours.  

6.10 Science Councillor Seshu Iyengar 

- As VP MacIsaac mentioned, I’ve been working on the UNBSU History Action Plan with 

her, Councillor Lutes, and Councillor Dykens. 

- Policy and Advancement committee meetings are going well;  

- Our UNBSU blog was launched last semester, and I’m working to launch it again. 

Appealing to all of you: if you’d like to submit articles to the blog, let me know!  

6.11 Inclusion Councillor Mick Jefferies 

- The Clothing Buy-and-Sell happened last month, and we raised $200 for the Fredericton 

Homeless Shelter and donated 15 bags of clothes. Shout out to everyone who helped out! 

We also learnt several things to work on for next year. 

- I will be representing the UNBSU at the National Jack.org Mental Health conference.   

6.12 Business Administration Councillor Chantal Beriault 

6.13 LGBTQ+ Councillor Jackie Toner 

6.14 Nursing Councillor Emily McMillan 

7. Announcements 

  7.1 Colten Boushie Vigil  

 Lutes: Tomorrow at 7pm in front of City Hall, there’s a candle light vigil in solidarity with 

the family and loved ones of Colten Boushie, hosted by No One is Illegal. This is a response to 

what we feel was an unfair trail motivated by racist and colonial attitudes. I hope to see you there. 
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  7.2 Councillor Lutes’ Impressive Tweet 

 Iyengar: Councillor Lutes has been retweeted by Viewpoint Magazine. I feel some 

congratulations are in order. 

  7.3 Brunswickan Referendum  

 Bempah: Congratulations, Councillor Lutes. The Brunswickan is hoping to increase their 

student fees and will include this question on our general election ballots, to help with the redesign 

of their website and other necessary fees. As they’re a separate organization from us, we don’t 

need to vote on their referendum question. Just to let you know that it will appear on the ballot.  

  7.4 Arts Matters Abstracts  

 Dykens: Help me get to 50+ abstracts at the Arts Matters conference! Submit it to me, or 

to engagearts@unb.ca! 

 Iyengar [Mock sardonicism]: Why would I want to do that? 

 Dykens: Because this is important, and because you love me as a person. 

8. Question Period 

9. Other business arising from this meeting 

10. Adjournment 

Mover: Bempah 

Second: Lutes 

Vote passes. Meeting adjourned at 7:32pm. 


