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UNB Student Union Opposes Tuition Review Task Force Recommendation   
 
FREDERICTON, N.B.  
 

The University of New Brunswick (UNB) Board of Governors is expected to vote on their Tuition Review Task 

Force’s (TRTF) recommendation to drastically increase tuition for new UNB students on May 15, 2018 despite 

serious concerns from UNB students, faculty, and staff. The recommendation to increase tuition for UNB 

students beginning Fall of 2019 will be presented despite the UNB Senate officially opposing the tuition 

reset, lack of student consultation, and the inappropriate timing for proper student reaction. 

 

“We do not agree with the unreasonable increases in tuition, and are fundamentally opposed to the lack of 

transparency and consultation with students from the UNB Administration regarding the reset,” said 

Richard Du, President of the UNB Student Union. “We urge the Board of Governors to both reconsider the 

impact this will have on students and move forward with the Senate’s recommendation to delay the vote to 

incorporate appropriate student consultation.” 

 

In the 2017-2018 academic year, Eddy Campbell President of the UNB assigned Vice-President (Academic) 

George MacLean with creating the Tuition Review Task Force (TRTF) that would address the university’s 

budgetary deficit. Dr. MacLean proceeded to create the TRTF inclusive of administration, faculty members, 

and two student representatives in order to produce options to address the deficit, resulting in two 

recommendations: a differential tuition framework and a tuition reset, increasing costs by seven percent to 

thirty percent. 

  

During a UNB Senate meeting on March 27th, student senators–in front of a student sit-in consisting of 

over 100 people–successfully proposed and passed a motion that Senate officially oppose the tuition reset 

and strongly urge the Board of Governors to delay the vote on this proposal to October at the earliest, in 

order to continue student and faculty consultations.  Should the Board of Governors choose to approve the 

tuition reset May 15, 2018 and not delay the vote on the TRTF recommendation until October as urged, this 

will fundamentally undermine the trust between students and university administration. Additionally, as 

previously stated, the timing for this approval of the tuition reset is unfavourable, with the vast majority of 

students away for the summer term, thus, unable to be properly consulted. 

  

 



Since then, the UNB Student Union has also hosted a town hall that saw Vice President (Academic) George 

MacLean answer the many questions and concerns of students about the adverse impact this proposal will 

have on the university as a whole. 

  

Subsequently, the UNB Student Union wrote an official memo submitted to members of the UNB Board of 

Governors opposing the tuition reset for the following reasons: 

● Proper consultation did not occur during the creation of this framework. 

● The timing of this process was not ideal at best, as students were heavily involved in exams and were 

unable to be consulted with. 

● Other alternatives are not being closely evaluated, as demonstrated by UNB’s spending of $7+ 

million on marketing consultant fees over the previous two fiscal years. 

● Students should not have to choose between their passion and affordability. 

● Students should not bear the burden of balancing a deficit they did not create. 

  

Following this memo, members of the UNB Student Union attended the Board of Governors meeting last 

month, and raised the following questions, to which they did not receive answers: 

● Why this process has been rushed, and what are the actual underlying consequences of delaying 

the vote until October? 

● Why there has not been an exploration of a longer term process to balance the university budget– 

one that does not adversely impact students here at UNB? 

● Why general student concerns have been ignored to this point? 

  

In addition to these points and many others, we emphatically expressed our concern as to how the 

implementation of this reset will distort the trust between the senate, faculty, and students with 

administration and in turn, drive incoming and current students away from UNB. As well, faculties are not 

benefitting from the reset as no additional money is being absorbed back into the faculties. Therefore,  this 

negates any potential benefits to students in terms of having supplementary resources in their respective 

faculties. 

  

As far as we are aware, administration has agreed to present summaries of all the recommendations and 

the consultations from students and faculty at the May 15 Board of Governors meeting and for the Board of 

Governors to make a firm decision on whether to push this vote to October or to approve the tuition reset 

framework. 
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Essentially, this proposal has firmly proven to capture students’ immediate attention and genuine concern. 

Therefore, the UNB Student Unions urges the Board to consider the heavy ramifications of this decision as 

its outcome is incredibly impactful in a negative manner on students’ lives and their post-secondary 

education choices. 

 

It is in the UNBSU’s strong belief that students should not be burdened with the university’s 

mismanagement; therefore, we intend to continue strongly and firmly advocating for students until this 

matter is resolved, and students are not impacted negatively by the university’s decision. We hope to stand 

in solidarity with students during this time–together, we are strong. #KeepTheDoorsOpenUNB 
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