
Council Minutes November 8, 2015 

Absentees: Cory Quintal, Travis Payne 

1. Call to Order 

 

Council was called to order at 7:07 pm 

 

 

 

2. Approval of Agenda  

 

Mover:  Stewart Doucet 

Seconder: Councillor Reid 

 

Amendments: Add Item 8.4- Presentation-Proposed Council Restructure-Reid 

 

 

3. Chair’s Remarks 

Chair Whitney commenced his remarks by stating that As per by law 1, s. 26: "Unless specifically 

prohibited by these Bylaws, the Council may, upon majority vote, convene in camera and 

without the presence of any individual who is not a Councillor, in order to discuss matters of a 

confidential nature. The Council may not pass resolutions while convening in-camera and must 

make and pass all resolutions in an open meeting of the Council. Upon the declaration of the 

Union Chairperson, in-camera proceedings shall cease and all Councillors attending such in 

camera meeting shall be precluded from disclosing the details of such meeting."  

He mentioned that council may only move into an in camera session when an issue to be     

discussed is confidential. He also added that the Chair reserved the right to move council out of 

camera if the discussion of the issue is not appropriate. 

 

Chair Whitney also stated that his role as Chair Per by law 1, s. 55(c), required him to also serve 

as Chief Appeals Officer. He further added that the Chief Appeals Officer is not permitted to 

hold a position on regular committee of the union. As chair, he is also required to sit as a 

member of policy committee. As a result of these bylaws, he is prohibited from sitting on any 

committee and required to sit on a committee. In attempt to make this work temporarily, Chair 

Whitney has opted to sit as an ex-officio non-voting member of the policy committee. He 

mentioned that the bylaws will be revised but for the time being, this solution was an 

alternative. 

 

Chair Whitney also informed council that he had looked into the subject of proxy voting. He 

mentioned that there was nothing with regards to proxy voting. 

 

He added that the only situation in which it is allowed is when council specifically states it in the 

bylaws or if it is required by provincial law. Chair Whitney stated that he doesn’t support proxy 



voting but if council decides to pursue, there would be a need to consult legal counsel to 

determine if it is even permissible in the province of New Brunswick. 

 

He also spoke about the Referendum procedure which required 2/3 majority vote of council. He 

also spoke about the procedure for amending by laws, the agenda order and Abstentions. 

 

He concluded his remarks with a reminder to council to keep debate germane to the issues. He 

mentioned that he would remind council if the meeting was out of order. 

 
 

4. Approval of Minutes – October 18th, 2015  
 
Motion passes 
 
 

 

5. Reports to Council 

 

5.1) Vice President- Student Services 

 

VP Donovan spoke about the Tony Lee program which sold about 190 tickets. She mentioned 

that the program went very well and people seemed to have been satisfied. 

She also added that she has been preparing for the Holiday Bazaar which is will take place on 

December 2nd. VP Donovan informed council that she had a meeting with Campus Trust. 

She concluded her report by informing council that she attended a Remembrance Day 

Ceremony at Memorial Hall. 

 

 

 

 

            5.2) Vice President- Finance & Operations 

 

VP MacMackin informed council about the finalization of papers of the Student Union’s 

investment account. 

He also spoke about the Drink Smart program and how successful it was. He mentioned that 31 

out of 36 tickets were sold. He stated that he received positive feedback from attendees and will 

be looking to hold a similar event in the winter semester with hopefully twice as much capacity. 

 

He also mentioned that he attended the President’s Task Force on Alcohol alongside President 

Davey. He also mentioned that he made a soft commitment to revamp the Clubs and Societies 

Handbook to be more concise and useful. 

 



He mentioned that the Union received the receipt for insurance for safe ride’s general liability. 

He mentioned that the there was an increase in coverage for property damage which only costs 

a few hundred dollars. 

 

 

5.3) Vice President Internal- VP Reid 

 

He started his report by stating that he had spoken to a lot of students about Council 

Restructure of which he thought was great. He also added that the executive held a Meet and 

Greet at DKT and McConnell Hall to speak to students about council related matters. 

VP Reid ended his report by informing council that he attend the East Coast Student Leadership 

Conference held at Mount Allison University. 

 

 

5.4) Vice President External- VP Daley 

 

Daley started his report by adding to VP Reid’s report about the Meet and Greet that was held. 

 

Externally, he mentioned that external committee was looking to hosting focus groups to allow 

students to be understood. 

He also mentioned that an NBSA meeting was held and that NBSA has moved into a new office. 

He mentioned that Lindsay has been attending conferences. 

In addition, VP Daley also spoke about David Coons youth round table meet. He also mentioned 

that they were fielding thoughts that they were going to bring forward in a few public hearing 

he was going to. He also mentioned the Mental Health Forum which is to take place on 

November 28th and invited Council. He also mentioned a press release on Student Bullying and 

media requests on Council Structure as well as infographics on Council Restructure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.5) President 

 

President Davey started her report by mentioning that she attended the Alcohol task force 

alongside VP MacMackin. She also mentioned that she was in Boston for Pond Deshpande 

Program. She informed council that the CBC radio panel was going well. President Davey briefly 

spoke about the Meet and Greet that was held at DKT and McConnell Hall. 

She also talked about the sustainability press release which will be released on November 9th.  

In her report to council, she made an announcement of an event; the showing of an 

inconvenient Truth on November 17th and invited council. She ended her report by mentioned 



Random Act Kindness Day of which she was involved in by handing sweets to students on 

campus 

 

 

5.6) Nursing Representative 

 

The nursing representative spoke about her councillor project which she termed as a mini 

conference about Inclusion for transgender individuals and health care presentation. She 

informed council that the attendance of the event was as expected. Approximately 20 people 

were in attendance according to Councillor Chaisson. She further added that she was had yet to 

hear from any of the committees that she sat on at the time she forwarded her report and 

unfortunately cannot attend their meetings. She also mentioned that she has been promoting 

Student Union events but has been unable to attend because of her proctor schedule. The 

nursing representative mentioned that neither herself nor Emily, were able to sit Faculty Council 

for Nursing as a result of the meeting times. Her office hours are in the SRLC bi weekly and has 

also met with the Dean to discuss general Nursing initiatives and to discuss future projects that 

she might be undertaking with Emily. 

 

5.7) Off Campus Representative- Kayla Mann 

 

Councillor Mann started her report by informing council of their office hours at the Student 

Union Building  on Thursdays at 2 pm. She mentioned that she volunteered with the Get Out the 

Vote campaign and enjoyed it. Additionally, she added that she met with the student services 

committee which went well. In this meeting frost week was discussed and she thinks that all 

that were present at the meeting had great ideas. She further added that she met with the SSNP 

for the first time. Councillor Mann also mentioned that she had also received a lot of emails 

about the senate curriculum committee that she sits on currently. She ended her report by 

stating that she had touched based with the Town House executive to find out what they were 

planning. Councillor informed council that she was also working on her Councillor Project with 

Councillor Mercier to work on sexual assault project. 

 

 

5.8) Arts Representative- Kevin Collins 

 

Councillor Collins spoke about the Board of Senate meeting and mentioned that it was a six hour 

meeting with only 30 minutes of the meeting being an open session but a good meeting as a lot 

of vital issues were discussed. 

He mentioned that he read the UNBSU motion on transparency but was unfortunately given a 

short period of time to read it and therefore board members did not have an opportunity to 

discuss it. He stated that the meeting focused most on the Why UNB campaign. 

Councillor Collins mentioned that he joined the residence senate committee and was appointed 

senate by the board. He also mentioned that he attended external committee and the UNBSU 

policy committee. He also informed council that he made AUS president and therefore his roles 

as councillor and president intertwine. 



He mentioned that AUS held a general meeting on October 29th and a Pub Tour on November 

6th. Regards to his councillor project, he stated that he is yet to set up a meeting with the Dean 

to discuss a shared Arts students lounge for all Arts students. He also attended Faculty Council 

of which there was a lot of discontent. He informed council that there was a lot of discussion the 

Why UNB campaign yet again. He also mentioned that he informed professors to inform their 

classes about council restructure of which they did. 

 

 

 

 

 

5.9) Renaissance College- Kurtis Layden 

 

Councillor Layden mentioned that he had been holding his office hours on Thursdays. He also 

mentioned that he had been consulting with constituents about the proposed council 

restructure and councillor project of which he will be contacting VP Reid to further discuss 

before taking initiative. He added that he attended policy committee and also sits on the 

Renaissance college student’s society of which he informs the committee about Council 

discussions and also seek opinions from constituents. Additionally, he added that the 

renaissance college organized a Haunted House which was very successful with regards to 

attendance. He notified council that RC would be having a coffee house on November 17th at 

7pm in their faculty building on Charlotte Street 

 

 

6.0) Kinesiology Representative - Alyssa Whelan 

  

Councillor Whelan started her report by mentioning that she has been holding her office hours 

sporadically. She mentioned that she received mixed views when she spoke to some people 

about council restructure. She informed council that she participated in the Random Act 

Kindness day with VP Daley and President Davey. Councillor Whelan added that for her 

councillor project, she was working on a Christmas party with John which will be held at the 

Cellar. She also mentioned that she had been in touch with the Society president and have 

agreed that it was in their best interest to reinstate the  honorary member of the UNBSU and as 

a result John, currently sits on the society. She further added that the academic plan was 

circulated halfway through October and that they were looking at instating fees for Kinesiology 

students. She also mentioned that she sent an email regarding council restructure and had not 

received any feedback yet. Ms. Whelan ended her report by stating that she had attended a few 

mental health committees, that the coffee house was well attended and successfully and finally 

informed council that the student’s services committee meeting of which she attended went 

well 

 

 

6. Announcements 

 



 

7. Question Period 

 

There were no questions 

 

 

8) Substantive Business 

 

8.1) Education Councillor – Resignation 

 

President Davey mentioned that Education councillor resigned as a result of her inability to attend 

council meetings. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT council accepts the recognition of the Education Councillor  

 

Mover: President Davey 

Seconder: Councillor Payne 

 

Motion passes unanimously 

 

 

8.2) BY Election Motion- President Davey  

WHEREAS there are currently vacancies for the position Education Representative; BE IT RESOLVED that 

the UNBSU conduct a by-election in accordance with by-law 2.  

 
BE IT RESOLVED that the timeline for the election be as follows; November 9th at 12:01 AM nominations 
are open, November 13th at 12:00 PM nominations close, November 13th at 4PM mandatory 
candidates meeting after which campaign begins, November 13th – November 22nd 11:59PM. 
November 23rd at 12:01 AM voting opens and November 27th 11:59 PM voting closes.  
  
Mover: Davey 
Second: MacMackin 
 
Motion passes unanimously. 

 



 

 

 

 

8.3) In Camera Session- Councillor Michaud 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT council move in camera. 
 
Mover: Chaisson 
Second: Ben Doucet 
 
Motion passes unanimously 
 

 

8.4) Council Restructure Refresher – Jesse Reid 

VP Reid reiterated that there were some issues that were not brought up at Town Hall and he thought it 

was a good idea to revise it to ensure that councillors understood. He spoke about the current council 

structure and his proposed council structure about faculty and non-faculty positions. He mentioned that 

he does not believe that it is fair for faculties with multiple councillors to have more say than other 

faculties with one and likened his belief to the Deans Association/Council. VP Reid also informed council 

that he spoke to Deans and informed them of his proposal. He mentioned that their only concern was 

the work load that councillors may have. 

 He further added that with regards to the non –faculty positions, he didn’t think that it was fair the 

whole campus had an opportunity to vote for these positions such as the LGBTQ and international 

representative. He informed council that anyone could run for these positions and he does not believe 

that these positions can be represented fully and well. He cited an example that men can ran for the 

women’s representative and he didn’t think it was right. 

He ended his brief presentation by asking council to seek clarification from him if need be. 

Councillor MacIsaac mentioned that she was not sure that she agreed with VP Reid and questioned that 

if a man would like to vote for a potential women’s representative who he believes can fully represent 

women very well, because he is an ally to women, would that be necessarily bad? She further 

mentioned that she didn’t think it was fair to restrict people who’d like to vote for people they think will 

represent a group well. 

 

VP Reid answered that his reason was that people may be voting for positions that does not affect them 

at all. He also cited an example where students are most likely to vote for students whom will not be 

representing them without research and that is why he believed in the proposing of the new structure. 

 



Councillor Chaisson supported VP Reid’s submission and added that there was a limitation in the 

software making demographics the sole voters of the mentioned faculty positions and therefore it was 

not a personal issue but the conclusion was simply because the student union cannot do it 

Councillor Layden mentioned that he believed that there was a need for the social inclusion 

representatives in order to provide adequate representation and also mentioned that if an individual 

was running for the position, the candidates must have a comprehensive social inclusion training in 

order to understand cultural dynamics and some degree of qualification. 

President Davey added that some issues will arise in the motions and debate and asked that people 

withhold on the debate. 

 

Vice President Reid informed council that with his proposed structure, his intention was to make council 

structure better as he has identified some problems of which members could agree or disagree upon in 

the current structure and his proposed structure is meant to address these issues if adopted 

 

Councillor Doucet asked that supposing the suggested minority representatives were cut, would council 

consider adding those representatives as advisors. 

 

VP Reid answered that it would be up to the discretion of council. 

 

8.5) Referendum Motion –Councillor Collins 

 

WHEREAS UNBSU represents the interest of students,  

WHEREAS it is in the best interest of students to determine the structure of the organization which 

purpose it is to represent them, 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT council move a proposal of restructuring of faculty reprsentatives to a 

referendum with a YES/NO and 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT council will determine the wording of the YES/NO question to be asked of 

students and 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the UNBSU will hold the referendum within a reasonably expedient time after the 

question has been crafted and approved by council 

 

Seconder: Councillor Bird 

 



Councillor Collins said that it was a clear precedent that members of the council should be allowed to 

make decision regarding the nature and structure of council. He likened it to the emergency bursary 

fund and added that it was necessary for students to make a decision regarding this fundamental 

change and reminded council that the UNBSU was not bounded by the outcome of the referendum. 

Councillor Chaisson inquired from VP MacMackin the timeline the referendum would be carried out if it 

was successfully passed. 

 

VP MacMackin answered that the referendum will give council an opportunity to follow a direction for 

discussion and that decision and outcome would only be effective the following academic year. 

 

Councillor Mercier also added if the referendum was carried out within the timeline that was proposed 

students would be unwilling to educate themselves on the subject and suggested that if the referendum 

was to be carried, students must be educated properly on the reasoning behind the structure in order to 

avoid negativity among the UNBSU and the students. 

 

Councillor Collins mentioned that he agreed with Councillor Mercier but the whole point of the 

referendum was to educate students about the current structure and if .students were in support of it 

or not. 

Chair Whitney added to this comment by stating according to by law 2, that if a referendum passes, a 

forum must be held to educate voters on the subject 

 

VP Reid mentioned that he understood the precedent on fundamental changes in services and was 

aware. He then spoke about how the student at large positions came by and added that there was no 

referendum when these positions were created and therefore believed that he saw a different 

precedence with regards to the emergency fund. 

Councillor Collins also clarified that he was aware that no referendum was held when council added the 

student at large positions five years ago however He then proceeded to say that his line of reasoning 

was that there was a referendum on the student emergency fund and bus pass issue and to him that is 

changing something fundamental and concluded that members should be consulted when changing 

structures in council. 

 

Motion failed 

 

 

 



 8.6)  Council Restructure- Non Faculty-Reid 

 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT: Amend bylaw 1, s. 14 to read:  

 

14. There shall be 11 Faculty Councilors, with distribution between faculties determined by the following 

procedure: 

 

(a) Allocate one seat to every Faculty 
 
Mover: Reid 
Second: Savoie 
 

Councillor Savoie inquired about the honorarium that would be received if council adopts the proposed 

structure. 

VP Reid clarified that the honorarium was not only for councillor project but for different things and 

directed councillors to look in their councillor handbook to get the break down for the honorarium. 

He also directed the matter of resources question to VP MacMackin to clarify 

VP MacMackin stated that the budgeted amount will remain the same and proportional 

President Davey asked Chair Whitney to clarify the motion again  

 

Chair Whitney spoke about the amendment procedure and mentioned that it required 2/3 majority of 

council to pass. 

Councillor Collins mentioned that he believed that the decision of council to disallow council restructure 

to go to a referendum was very undemocratic and unrepresentative. Councillor Collins mentioned that 

he didn’t think it was fair that his faculty of 1100+ students will have the same representative as a 

faculty with about roughly 80 students. He mentioned that he was aware that you cannot divide 

constituents evenly among three councillors, but he strongly believed that multiple councillors was very 

beneficial to faculties as more projects and events can be created and would rather students to be 

double represented than be under represented. 

 

Councillor Mercier mentioned that council was not against Councillor Collins idea to send the motion to 

referendum, but was rather against the timeline for the referendum to be held as there was not enough 

time to educate students on the reasoning for restructuring. 

Councillor Chaisson also clarified that simply because the referendum did not pass, did not imply the 

restructuring will happen. 

 



Councillor McAdam stated that the reason she voted no for the referendum was because she did not 

support the idea of a biased education of the change in structure. She mentioned that she is 

uncomfortable with the timeline and the fact she cannot conduct an education of the change in 

structure without being bias. She noted she believes that her constituents actually did care as she had 

spoken to a few people about this issue but she simply did not support decision in spite of the time 

constraint. She ended her submission by stating she that strongly believes in equal representation and 

also did not agree on faculties having more representation than others. 

Councillor Whelan supported Councillor McAdam’s opinion about equal representation among faculties. 

Councillor McCurdy mentioned that she’s from a faculty but she supported the idea of multiple 

representatives for one faculty if the individual base is larger. She added that it would make more sense 

in terms of voting and therefore this decision should be based on the population of students that are 

being represented. 

VP Reid stated that the current motion was not about the referendum and pleaded with council to keep 

discussions to the subject matter. He mentioned that the off campus representative also has a large 

constituency with one representative and have never complained about inefficiency or not having 

enough time. 

Councillor Mann agreed with VP Reid’s point and mentioned that as an individual representing a large 

constituency, she did not find her role overwhelming and supported the decision of one representative 

per faculty. 

President Davey mentioned to Councillor Collins opinion about executive power that there was a need 

for discussion on if executives should have voting rights or not. She stated that it did not make sense for 

the executive to have voting rights and asked council to think about it. 

She continued by saying that currently the structure runs by a representative by population model. She 

added that even though some faculties had more people to represent, it was not the councillors duty to 

represent all the issues pertaining to the faculty and that is the reason for the other non-faculty 

positions such as the off campus representative and others. 

Councillor Collins mentioned with regards to VP Reid’s comments that his argument was that there was 

no time frame for his motion and that council could have amended his motion to hold the referendum 

at a later date.  

He added that council rarely votes on SU governance but rather student issues and compared the 

reason why there are more MPs in Ontario than in New Brunswick because of the distinct population 

difference between both provinces. He again reiterated that the rep by pop model is not flawless or 

perfect but it is also not hurting council and must therefore not be changed. 

Motion to Extend Debate by 15 Minutes 
Mover: Reid 
Second: Mercier 
 
Motion passes unanimously. 
 



Councillor McAdam stated that an alternative was to have advisors but one representative for each 

faculty as just because a faculty may be bigger than others does not mean that they deserve more 

representation than others. 

Councillor Layden stated that there were currently six Renaissance College students and therefore the 

Representative by Population was not perfect. 

 

 

 

8.7) Referendum Question on Non-Faculty Representation – Collins 
 
Collins moves to withdraw motion.  
 
Council unanimously consents. 
 
8.8)  Council Restructure – Non-Faculty – Reid 
 
BIRT: Amend bylaw 1, s. 15 to read:  
 
15. There shall be Non-Faculty Councilors as members of Council, elected to represent constituency 
groups, to include: 
(a) Residence Student Representative; 
(b) Off-Campus Student Representative 
(c) Two Inclusion Representatives 
 
Mover: VP Reid 
Second: Councillor Chaisson 
 
Motion to postpone the motion until such time as a Referendum is held: 
Mover: Councillor Collins 
Second: Councillor Bird 
 
Motion to postpone fails. 
 
Motion to amend as follows:  
 
15. There shall be Non-Faculty Councilors as members of Council, elected to represent constituency 
groups, to include: 
(a) International Student Representative; 
(b) Residence Student Representative; 
(c) Off-Campus Student Representative; 
(d) LBGTQ Student Representative; 
(e) Aboriginal Representative; 
(f) Women’s Representative; 
(g) Accessibility Representative; 



(h) Two Inclusion Representatives 
 
Moved: Councilor Layden 
Second: Councilor Collins 
 
Motion to amend passes. 
 
Motion to amend as follows: 
 
15. There shall be Non-Faculty Councilors as members of Council, elected to represent constituency 
groups, to include: 
(a) Residence Student Representative; 
(b) Off-Campus Student Representative; 
(c) Two Inclusion Representatives 
 
15.1 – There shall be five non-voting non-faculty councilors: 
(a) International Student Representative; 
(b) LBGTQ Student Representative 
(c) Aboriginal Representative 
(d) Women’s Representative 
(e) Accessibility Representative 
 
Moved: Doucet 
Second: Reid 
 
Motion to amend fails 
 
Motion to amend as follows:  
 
15. There shall be Non-Faculty Councilors as members of Council, elected to represent constituency 
groups, to include: 
(b) Residence Student Representative; 
(c) Off-Campus Student Representative; 
(h) Three Inclusion Representatives: 
 i. Gender Inclusion 
 ii. Cultural Inclusion Rep 
 iii. Social Inclusion 
 
Moved: Chiasson 
Second: Doucet 
 
Motion to amend fails (12-12) 
 
Main Motion (as amended): 
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT: Amend by law 1, s. 15 to read: 
 
15. There shall be Non-Faculty Councilors as members of Council, elected to represent constituency 



groups, to include: 
(a) International Student Representative; 
(b) Residence Student Representative; 
(c) Off-Campus Student Representative; 
(d) LBGTQ Student Representative; 
(e) Aboriginal Representative; 
(f) Women’s Representative; 
(g) Accessibility Representative; 
(h) Two Inclusion Representatives 
 
Motion passes (17-8)  
 
8.9) Council Procedure Policy – President Davey  
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council adopt the changes to Council Procedure Policy suggested by policy 
committee. 
 
Mover: President Davey 
Second: VP Donovan 
 
Motion passes unanimously. 
 
8.10) Clubs & Societies Ratification – MacMackin 

 
Club/Society Name: UNB Red Sticks Field Hockey Team 
Mover: MacMackin 
Second: Councillor Doucet (Ben) 
  
Passes unanimously 
  
Club/Society Name: Rapid Prototyping Research & Development 
Moved: VP MacMackin 
Second: Councillor Simon 
  
Motion to postpone until next meeting of council: 
Moved: VP MacMackin 
Second: Councillor Chaisson 
 
Motion passes unanimously.  
 
 
9. Adjournment 
Moved: Everyone 
Second: Everyone 

 
Motion passes unanimously.  

 



 

 


